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BBEAEHHE

Bropass yactb y4eOHO-METOIMYECKOTO KOMILJIEKCA MO3BOJISIET CO3/aTh
LIEJIOCTHOE IpeJICTaBlIeHUE 00 OJHON U3 HauOoJsiee Pa3BUTHIX AHIJIONOBOPSIIUX
ctpad mupa — Coenunennsbix llltatax Amepuku, ee Hapoje, reorpapuueckom
IOJIO)KEHUH, penbede, BaXHEMIINX HCTOPUYECKUX COOBITHUAX, CHUCTEME
o0Opa3oBaHMsl, MOJUTUYECKOM YCTPOHWCTBE M KYyJbTYpE; CUCTEMAaTHU3UPOBATH
paspo3HeHHble cBeaeHus o CIIA, mouyeprnHyTble M3 MHOYKECTBAa YYEOHMKOB,
ras3er, >KypHajoB, Tejlenepenady M JpYyrux HMCTOYHUKOB, IPH 3TOM IIEJIBIO
JAHHOTO KOMILIEKCA HE SIBJSETCS MCUEPIBIBAIOLIEE OTPAKEHHE BCEX ACIEKTOB
#u3Hu CoennHeHHbIX [lITaToB AMepuku.

Kommiekc npeanasHaueH A ayJUTOPHOW U CAMOCTOSATEIbHOU PabOThI
CTYICHTOB SI3BIKOBBIX CHELHMATbHOCTEH BY30B UM CTaBUT Mepes cobOoi
CIeNyIoIME 3aJauyd: pa3BUTUE YMEHUS YWTaTh M TIOHMMATh CJIOXKHBIE
OpUTMHAJIbHBIE TEKCThI; 0OOrallleHUue CJIOBapsi; COBEPILIECHCTBOBAHUE YCTHOW U
MMMCbMEHHOMN PEUH.

B ocHOBYy KkoMIUIEKCa MOJIOXKEH MNPUHLMII PAlHMOHAIBLHOIO COYETaHUS
MHTEHCUBHON pabOTHI HaJl TEKCTOM C Pa3BUTUEM HABBIKOB YCTHOM peyH.

Ocobennocte  YMK 3axmouaercs B TOM, 4To Oousbluasi 4acTb
CaMOCTOSITENIbHON pabOThI CTYAEHTOB KaK TBOPYECKOIO, TaK U TPEHUPOBOUYHOTO
XapakTepa, BBIIOJHSAETCS C IOMOUIbI YHPaKHEHUH, CTUMYJIHUPYIOIIHUX
TBOPYECKYIO MBICJIb OOYYaIOIIUXCS M CO3AAIOIINX €CTECTBEHHBIC YCIOBUS IS
UCIIOJIb30BaHUS SI3bIKA KaK CPEACTBA OOIIECHUS.

KomMIuiekc cocToOUT U3 ceMu pa3aelios:

1. 'eorpaduueckoe moynoxxkeHue, peased, KIMMar, MUHEpaIbHbIE PECYPCHI
u pacturensHocTh CIIA.

2. Hacenenue CIIA.

3. Kpatkuii 0630p ucropuu CIIA.

4. HanmonansHOe 00pa3oBaHuUE.

5. [Monutuueckas cucrema CILIA.

6. KpaTtkuit 06030p HallMOHATBHON SKOHOMUKH.

7. AMEpUKaHCKUI CTUJIb )KU3HH.

Kaxxnpiii pa3znen BKIIOYAET BCTYHNUTENbHYIO JIEKIHUIO, 3HAKOMSIIYIO C
TEMAaTHKOHN pasliena; MOMOJIHUTENbHBIE TEKCTHI B pyOpukax ‘It IS interesting to
know’, mpemnararomue JHHIBOCTPAHOBEMIYECKYIO WH(GOpPMAIMIO; a TaKKe
BOIIPOCHI, TMO3BOJISIIOLIME MPOKOHTPOJHMPOBATH IMOHMMAHUE IMPOYUTAHHOIO H
pa3BUBaOIIME Yy O00y4aeMblX KPUTHUYECKOE OTHOILIEHHE K MPOYUTaHHOMY,
yMEHHE W3BJICKaTh HHGOPMAIMI0O U BbIpaKaTh COOCTBEHHOE CYXKJIEHHE C
ONOPOM Ha S3BIKOBOW Martepuan JIeKUMH. [loCcIeTeKCTOBbIE TBOPYECKHE H
TPEHUPOBOYHBIC 3a/laHUs Ui BHEAYAUTOPHON pabOTHI CTYJEHTOB HANpPaBJICHbI
Ha CTUMYJUPOBAHUE TBOPUYECKOM MBICIHM OOYYarOIIMXCs, Ha Pa3BUTHE Y HHUX
HaBbIKOB TPaMOTHOTO BBIPAXXEHUS MbICIEH B IUCBMEHHOM BHJIE, YMEHUS



CaMOCTOSITEJIBHO HAaXOJUTh HYXKHBIM Martepuan. B KOHIIE KaKIOW TEMATUYECKU
0003HAUYEHHON 4YacTH JaHbl BOMPOCH JUIsI OOCYXICHHS Ha CEMHHAPCKOM
3aHSITHH, TO3BOJISIONME OOOONUTh, M 3aKPENHUTh HW3YYaeMbI MaTepuas, H
BUKTOpPWHA, Mpeiararonias HOBYIO JUHTBOCTPAHOBETYECKYI0 MH(POPMAIIUIO H
OJHOBPEMEHHO TIPOBEPSAIONIAs H3YyUYEHHOE, a B 3aKIIOYEHUE IpeiaraeTcs
(bUHAIBHBIA MPOBEPOYHBIN TECT JJISI KOHTPOJISI YCBOSHHUS TIPOUIEHHOTO.

Kommiexke cHabxeH mpuiioxkeHueM, BKIrodarouuM B cedst rumH CIIA,
cicok mraroB CIIA u ux cronuu, CBEACHUS O NPE3UAEHTAX, IACHEKHOMN
CHUCTEME U BBIJIAIOIINXCS COOBITUSAX B UCTOPUM CTPAHBI U IIBETHON BKJICHKOM.

B nacrosimem YMK 000011eH ONBIT OTEYECTBEHHBIX U 3apyOeKHBIX
CIICIMAIUCTOR, pa0OTaIOIIMX B JAHHOMW 00JIacTH.

PaGota ¢ KOMIUIEKCOM JIOJDKHA CTHMYJIUPOBATh y  CTYIEHTOB
CO3HATEJIHLHOE OTHOIICHUE K M3YYCHHIO AHTIIMICKOTO SI3bIKA, CIIOCOOCTBOBATH
Pa3BUTHIO YMEHHUI M HAaBBIKOB M3BJICYCHUS CMBICIOBOW MH(pOpPMAIIUU, aHAJIH3A,
oTOOpa M TBOPYECKOTO HCIOJIH30BAHUS HM3y4aeMOro0 MaTepuaja B YCTHOW H
MMCBMEHHOW PeuH JUTsl M3JI0KEHUSI COOCTBEHHBIX CYXKJIEHUU U OIICHOK.

Bunb! 3aasTHIL, GOPMBI KOHTPOIIS

Kypc 2
CemecTtp 3,4
Jlexrunm (1) 36
Dk3ameH (cemectp) 4
3auer (cemectp) 3
Cemunapckue 3aHstus (4) 36
KypcoBsie paboTsl 1o BEIOOPY

COJAEPKXAHUE JTUCIUITJIMHBI

. . KonmuecTBo yacos
HaumeHoBaHue TeM JEKIUI U CEMUHAPCKUX 3aHATUN
JICKIIMH | CEMUHApBI
1. ®uzuxo-reorpaduueckas xapakrepuctuka CIIIA 2 2
2. OcobeHHocTH (GOPMUPOBAHUS AMEPUKAHCKON HAITUU 2 2
3. Ucropuueckue ocobeHHOCTH 00pa3zoBanus u pazutus CIIIA 4 4
4. HartmonasibHOE 00pa3oBaHNe 2 2
5. 'ocynapctBeHHbIi 1 nonutuueckuil crpoit CHIA 4 4
6. Oxonomuka CITA. O0miast xapakTepucTHKa M CTPYKTYpa X03siiCTBa 2 2
7. Kymprypa CIHA. Tpamummm wu oOb4an. [leHHOCTHBIE 2 2
XapaKTEePUCTHKH aMEPUKAHCKOTO 00IIecTBa
NTOI'O: 18 18

TeMbl, BLIHOCHMbIE HA CAMOCTOATEIbHOE N3y4YeHue

1. Breinarommecs XyA0KHUKH, CKYJIBITOPBI 1 kommno3uTopsl CIIIA.
2. Cyne6nas Bnacts B CILA.

[Tporpammoii IperycMOTPEHO MPOBEJCHHE 3aUeTa U 9K3aMEHa, Ha KOTOPBIX HEOOXOIUMO
U3JI0KHUTh TEOPETUICCKUN MaTepHal 1o TUCIHILIHHE.



CHAPTER I

GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION AND PHYSICAL FEATURES
OF THE UNITED STATES

LECTURE 1
GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION

The United States of America occupies a third ef¢bntinent of North
America. Its territory is about 9.6 min sq. km. Tpepulation is more than
293 min people.
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The United States stretches across North Ameritades the Pacific and Atlantic oceans.
It also includes Alaska, in the northwest cornethef continent; and Hawaii, in the Pacific

In its area the USA is fourth in the world afterdRia, Canada and the
People’s Republic of China. In population it is tiird largest country in the
world after China and India.

In the north the USA borders on Canada, in thehsauaist — on Mexico. In
the south the country is washed by the warm watktise Gulf of Mexico, in the
west — by the Pacific Ocean and in the east — &WAtlantic Ocean. The Atlantic
Ocean is of great importance for the country’s @@amunications with Europe,
Africa and South America. The largest port-towngh& country are situated on
its coast. The sea routes from the USA to Asiafungtralia pass over the Pacific
Ocean. The sea route via the Panama Canal whiatectsnthe Atlantic Ocean
with the Pacific runs over the Gulf of Mexico ame iCaribbean Sea.



The United States is a federal republic consisbhd0 states and the
District of Columbia. At the time of the adoptiohtbe US Constitution (1787)
the country included the 13 original states: Newmidshire, Massachusetts,
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, PennsylvaniaJabare, Maryland,
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgihode Island.

Alaska purchased from Russia in 1867 became thest4@e in 1959. It is
situated in the north-west of North America and &iasirea of 1,593,440 sq. km.
Alaska borders on Canada and is washed by thecfant the Pacific Oceans.

The Hawaii Islands, including 24 islands in theif@a®©cean, occupy an
area of 16,729 sq. km. In 1959 Hawaii was admittetthe USA as the 3Ustate
(see page 10-11).

Nowadays the states of the United States, excludlagka and Hawaii,
are often divided into seven major regions. Eagmoreis made up of states that
have similarities in geography, climate, economgglitions, and history.

The regions are: 1) New England (Connecticut, MaiMassachusetts,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont); 2) The MedAtlantic States (New
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania); 3) The SoutheateSt(Alabama, Arkansas,
Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana,miand, Mississippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, W&&Atginia); 4) The
Midwestern States (lllinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansddichigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakdtisconsin); 5) The
Rocky Mountain States (Colorado, ldaho, Montanayade, Utah, Wyoming);
6) The Southwestern States (Arizona, New Mexicolad&ma, Texas); 7) The
Pacific Coast States (California, Oregon, Washingto
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The map shows the location of the seven regiotiseo€ontinental United States



New Englands a small region in the northeast corner of thentry. It is
one of the nation’s industrial centers as muchefregion’s land is too hilly or
rocky to grow crops. But New England produces laag®unts of dairy and
poultry products and is famous for its maple symidany New Englanders are
descendants of English Puritans who settled themetdyring the 1600s.

The Middle Atlantic States Regiatretches inland from the Atlantic
Ocean southwest of New England. It is a major ceotanternational trade.
Coal mining and related industries are importargnemic activities in the
western part of the region. The Middle Atlantic t8B&aRegion ranks as the
nation’s most densely populated area.

The Southern States Regi@an area of rolling hills, mountains, and
plains bordered by broad beaches along the AtlaDtean and the Gulf of
Mexico. The region’s economy used to be heavilyeasn agriculture which
has retained importance in the South. But an im@lidioom that began in the
mid-1900s has greatly increased manufacturing.

The Midwestern States Regigma vast area of generally flat land that
covers much of the center of the United States. Nlftevest is famous for its
large stretches of fertile soil. Farms in the regiooduce enormous quantities of
corn, wheat and other crops. The Midwest also hasnaber of large industrial
cities (Chicago, Detroit, Milwaukee, Cleveland).

The Rocky Mountain States Regl@ms west of the Midwest. The region
has the rugged Rocky Mountains, areas of desdéaisasm@nd plateaus. Mining is
an important economic activity, but the chief sasraof income are such
services as health care, hotels, data processanmdfs grow a variety of crops
and graze cattle and other livestock on dry grassges.

The Southwestern State Regsmmeads out over a vast area in the south of
the country. Here farmers graze cattle and growoootThe region has large
deposits of petroleum and natural gas, as wella®ws other minerals. Its
largest cities are Houston, Dallas, San Antonio, et

The Pacific Coast States Regionhich borders the Pacific Ocean, is
known for its dense forests, rugged mountains aceh shore. The region
produces a large part of the nation’s fruits, nuegjetables, and wine grapes.
The region has also abundant timber, minerals, fishd Much manufacturing
takes place in its large cities (Los Angeles, SaeyD, Seattle, etc.). The region
has more people of Asian ancestry than any oth#ioptghe United States, and a
large number of American Indians.

Each state is subdivided into districts which asedled traditionally
counties. The districts are subdivided into muratites and townships. The
former deal with urban and the latter with ruratdcts.

The red, white and blue national flag of the US8tars and Stripes’,
represents the 13 original states and the numbiblecstates today.
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Washington — the capital of the United States sitisated on the Atlantic
Coast. It is a special federal district, the Dddtaf Columbia, occupying the area
of 178 sq. km. It was founded in 1791 and becareectpital on December 1,
1800. It was called after the first president od tHSA George Washington
(1789-1797). Washington is like no other city oé tiSA. Its only industry is
government. The White House, where the US Presililed and works, the
Capitol, where the US Congress meets, and the BSepi@€ourt are all in
Washington, D.C.

The United States has possession of various istamitories in the
Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean. The terst@ie dependencies of the
USA comprise Puerto Rico, the Panama Canal ZonanGthe Virgin Islands,
American Samoa, and the Pacific Trust Territory.

PHYSICAL FEATURES

The territory of the USA stretches from east to twles a distance of
4,500 km and from north to south — for 2,500 km.

Each region of the United States has charactexisficts own. There are
large and modern cities, but a great proportiothefcountry consists of open
land dotted with farm-houses and small towns.

The country, excluding Alaska and Hawaii, can beéddd into seven
major land regions. The regions are: 1) The Apgasac Highlands; 2) The
Coastal Lowlands; 3) The Interior Plains; 4) TheafBzOuachita Highlands;
5) The Rocky Mountains; 6) The Western PlateausjrBaand Ranges; 7) The
Pacific Ranges and Lowlands (see page 14-15).

The Appalachian Highlandsxtend from the northern tip of Maine south-
westward to Alabama. This rugged region has manymnta@n ranges. The
Appalachian Mountains run along the Atlantic coafSthe country, they are
ancient, strongly destroyed mountains of no greaght (2,000 m).

The Coastal Lowlandextend from southeastern Maine, across the eastern
and southern United States, to eastern Texas. tBarkhickory, oak, pine and
other trees are common throughout the lowlands. Tégion has three
subdivisions: 1) a slightly elevated rolling platretching from southern New
York to Alabama and called Piedmont; 2) the Atlar@bastal Plain; 3) the Gulf
Coastal Plain.

The Interior Plainsoccupy a vast area that stretches from the Appilac
Highlands in the east to the Rocky Mountains inwmest. The western part of
the region has vast grasslands and large areasrtidé fsoil, it is the chief
agricultural section of the country. Deposits afnirore and coal provide raw
materials for many manufacturing industries in #astern part of the Interior
Plains. Important deposits of petroleum and metad be in the western part.
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The Ozark-Ouachita Highland:
rise up between the Interior Plains a
Coastal Lowlands. The Highlanc ; : e
include forested hills, artificial lakegg ey ere >
many underground caves and gush s
springs. Much of the region has poor s
for farming, but fertile land lies along th
river valleys. Deposits of coal, iron or
and other minerals are valuable natu
resources of the highlands.

e 4 = —
&

The Rocky Mountaindorm the gt
largest mountain system in  Nort Rugged hills border a valley in north-
America. They extend from Norther westem Arkansas, which is part of the
Alaska, through Canada and the wests iggﬁ%gg‘;ﬁ;t;W?Sﬂgﬂgzéhgig%?” also
United States to northern New Mexicu.
As compared with the Appalachian, the
are high (some peaks are over 4,000
and young, their peaks are capped V\Lm
snow. Lumbering and mining ar
important industries in the Rockies. Tl-

mountains are a storehouse of s

L -

meadows graze beef and dairy cattle a
valleys are used for growing crops. h
The Western Plateaus, Basins, a
Rangeslie west of the Rockies. Thi
region extends from Washington south
the Mexican border. It is the driest part
the United States. Parts of it are wastela™* : :
it lite plant fe. The Columbia |72 Rody Mounane westoftre
Plateau occupies the northernmost part than 14,000 feet (4,270 m) above sea level.
the region. The Colorado Plateau lies The maiestic scene above is in Colo
the southern part of the region. The
plateau’s river gorge, including the Grand Canyank among the world’s great
natural wonders. The Basin and Range part of tgeomeis a vast area of
mountains and desert lowlands between the ColuaniiaColorado plateaus.
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It includes the Death Valley in California.
Part of the Death Valley lies 86 m below sea
level and is the lowest place in the United
States. The central part of the region is the
Great Basin, a semi-desert area whose largest
lake, the Great Salt Lake, is so salty that
bathers cannot sink in it. Near the lake is the
Great Salt Lake Desert, which includes a
large, hard, flat bed of salt.

Desert areas cover much of the Weste
Plateaus, Basins, and Ranges land
region, west of the Rockies. The land
shown above is in the Nevada portion
of the Great basin, a part of the land

The Pacific Ranges ani
Lowlands stretch across wester
Washington and Oregon an
most of California. The region’s
eastern boundary is formed L
the Cascade Mountains in tr
north and by the Sierra Nevac

in the south. The Sierra Nevac Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona

Cascade Range together with the
Rocky Mountains forms the
Cordillera  Mountain  System.
Broad, fertile valleys lie west of the
Cascade and Sierra Nevada
mountains. West of these lands, the
Coast Ranges line the Pacific
Ocean. Giant redwood trees grow
on the mountains in northern
California. Set among the Coast
Ranges are a number of rich
agricultural valleys that produce

The Pacific Coast forms the western border of themu ch of the nation’s lettuce. dried

Pacific Ranges and Lowlands region, which extends )
from Canada to Mexico. Rugged rock formations fTuit, and wine grapes.
line parts of theoast, including the California ai
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RIVERS AND LAKES

The United States has many thousands of streanme $b them are
mighty rivers, which cross the state and even matgonal boundaries. Others
are tiny streams. The rivers of the USA belonghi® Atlantic and the Pacific
basins. All the waters east of the Rockies finathach the Atlantic; all the
waters to the west of the Rockies finally arrivehe Pacific. For this reason the
Rocky Mountains are known as the Continental Dividlae chief drainage
system of the country is the Mississippi River 8yst

The Mississippi is one of the world’s great contita rivers. The waters
of the Mississippi are gathered from two-thirdstlod United States. Together
with the Missouri River (its chief western braneh090 km), the Mississippi
flows some 6,400 km from its northern source in Roexky Mountains to the
Gulf of Mexico. The Mississippi is a swift, deepdawide river. It is navigable
almost throughout its entire length. From the wiestMissouri River pours into
the Mississippi colouring it deep brown with smaikces of soil. Farther down
the stream, the waters of the Ohio River join thissidsippi. The Ohio is the
Mississippi’s principal eastern tributary. Other pontant tributaries of the
Mississippi, which rank among the most importavers of the world, are
besides the Missouri and Ohio, the Arkansas Rimdrthe Red River.

The two greatest rivers of the Pacific side areG@oéorado in the south
and the Columbia, which rises in Canada and floasvshe north. In the dry
western part of the country both rivers, very diéf# in character, are vital
sources of life. The Columbia — wild in prehistotimes-, cutting and shaping
the land, now flows with quiet dignity. HowevergtiColorado is still a river of
enormous fury — wild, restless and angry. It istingtdeeply into the desert
rocks, forming the Grand Canyon, which strikes engiagination as a fabulous
phenomenon of nature. Its perpendicular walls gtoup height of over 1,500 m
above river level.

The Rio Grande (3,200 km) is the most importangmrief the Southwest.
It forms a natural boundary between Mexico andthged States.

The Yukon River rises in the Canadian Rockies,ituils lower course it
flows westward across Alaska to its mouth in therigeSea.

The United States has thousands of lakes of allskamd sizes.

The Great Lakes make up the largest group of latkdee country, as well
as the greatest collection of fresh-water laketh@world. The total area of the
Great Lakes (over 245,000 sqg. km) is equal to ¢h&reat Britain and forms a
vast ‘inland fresh-water sea’. Only Lake Michigaslentirely inside the United
States. The other four lakes, Superior, Huron,,Eme Ontario form a border
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between north-eastern United States and Canadalakés are interconnected
by short rivers and channels. Between Lake Erie lask Ontario, on the
Niagara River, which links the two lakes are powkrNiagara Falls,

precipitating from a height of almost 60 m.
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Lakes Superior, Huron, Ontario, Michigan, and Erie known as the Great Lakes.
All five are connected and form the most imporiafdnd waterway in North America.
From the early 1800s, they have been heavily usé@nsport raw materials and
finished goods. Today many ships pass though teatGakes to the St.
Lawrence and then travel that river to the AtlaQean

R

The Niagara River flows northward from Lake Erie_ike Ontario.
Halfway there, at Niagara Falls, the river suddegatyngers almost 200 feet
Another group of lakes is to the west of the Robkyuntains. Some of
these lakes are high in the mountains, in the cate of inactive volcanoes.
Others spread out as shallow sheets of salty veaterss the western desert
plains. The most famous of these salty lakes aré&iteat Salt Lake, in Utah and
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the Salton Sea, which lies some 80 m below sed Ieveouthern California.
The Great Salt Lake contains six thousand millimms of salt. Other lakes hold
millions of tons of soda. Most of the desert lakes small. The size of each lake
generally varies with the amount of local rainf&lome of the lakes dry up
completely for months at a time.

The following region of numerous lakes lies alohg Gulf of Mexico and
the Atlantic shore. There are hundreds of smakda&nd lagoons there. These
coastal lakes were formed when the ocean floorugldrose out of the sea to
become the coastal plain.

CLIMATE

The United States has many kinds of climate. Thather ranges from
the warm, wet conditions of the Appalachians todksert conditions of some
of the western states. It varies from almost wiess climates in southern
Arizona and southern Florida to long, very cold t@ms in Montana, North
Dakota and South Dakota. The United States hagiqabg all the climatic
zones (see page 21-22).

The main land mass of the United States is in ¢émeperate zone. The
climatic conditions of the country are modified the great mountains and the
winds. The prevailing western winds bring rainsnirthe ocean. The Cascade
Mountains and the Sierra Nevada Mountains, runfimm north to south, are so
close to the west coast that they catch the lam®sunt of the rain from the
Pacific Ocean before it can go further inland. A®sult, there is too little rain
for almost the whole western half of the Unitedt&awhich lies in the ‘rain
shadow’ of the mountains.

One of the climate classifications, which is basedely on moisture
characteristics divides the United States into fohenatic provinces: super-
humid, humid, sub-humid, semiarid and arid.

Superhumid provinckes along the north Pacific coast inland to thest
of the Cascade Mountains. Precipitation varies froone than 760 mm to more
than 3,800 mm annually. In the mountains much ef phecipitation falls as
snow which may be 3 to 9 m deep by the end of Mannter is wet. Summer
is predominantly dry. Temperatures are relativeghihduring the winter rainy
season, averaging about 4.4°C at sea level. Theestigemperatures rarely
reach 32.2°C and the warmest month is much coldar it is inland. This is the
cloudiest region in the United States.

Humid provincelies east of a line from Lake Superior to the TBegaast.
Rainfall varies from 760 mm to slightly more tha@20 mm annually. Much of
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the winter precipitation is snow. Along the Gulfast snow is rare. The average
annual temperature is less than 4.4°C in northeimmé&ota but it increases to
21°C along the Gulf coast and 23.9 °C in southéond@a. The coldest observed
temperatures are about — 45.6°C in Minnesota, 9 28.in Tennessee and —
17.8°C in north-west Florida. In January the avesafpr Minnesota, the Gulf

coast and Florida are —15 °C, +12.8°C and + 21.XeXpectively. In summer

(July) there is much less difference from the nemthpart average (18.3°C) to
southern part (26.7°C).

Subhumid provinces a belt 480 to 800 km wide to the west of theiul
province. The western boundary is a north-souta fiom mid-North Dakota
through Texas. This province receives less prextipit. From east to west the
annual totals decrease from about 760 to 460 mnyalree Canadian border and
from 850 to about 700 mm in southern Texas. Theipitation is largely
concentrated in the late spring and early summentinso Temperatures are cold
in winter and hot in summer and are quite simitathiose of the western edge of
the humid province. In North Dakota temperatures—o#5°C have been
observed. Summer temperatures are nearly the samenorth to south. The
highest temperatures recorded have been betweé&hatfaf 45°C.

Semiarid provincdies west from the subhumid province to the wester
slopes of the Rocky Mountains including
the area between the Cascade-Sierra
Nevada ranges and the Rocky Mountains.
Most of the area receives little rain and
- snow. In northern Montana the annual
average precipitation is about 305 mm; this
increases to about 600 mm in the south of
I - Texas. The lowest winter temperatures have
S = == - _  varied between — 54.4°C in Yellowstone
e ~ Park, and — 12.2°C in Texas. The highest
; i summer temperatures have ranged between
R : 40.6°C and 46.1°C. The Great Valley of
fi“m-—_-,ﬂ___-—ﬂ": = California receives almost no rain from
j:‘“""ﬂhk =4 May to September.

L 'j___“________.:'\,__ Arid provinceis restricted to parts of
The Death Valley, California, the Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Me_XICOf
country’s driest place, receives less than SOUth-west Texas and southeast California.
two inches (5 cm) of precipitation yearly. Precipitation is generally less than 300 mm

It recorded the highest U. S. temperature 5 year, most of which falls as showers
ever, 134°F (57 °C)
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spect Creek, Alaska, recorded the

Pro

during the summer. Summer temperatures
are extremely high. The average July
temperature is about 40°C. The highest
summer temperature, 57°C was recorded in
the Death Valley, California.

Alaska is a land of icebergs and polar

'~ bears. Ice masses lie buried in the earth, which
~ is permanently frozen to a depth of 90 or more
.+ metres. The sun cannot melt the icy soil more
than two thirds of a metre down. The Japan
. Current of the Pacific warms Alaska and the

Arctic cools it. The temperature may drop as
low as — 43 °C in some places, and may drop
to — 30 °C in others. In any given year more

lowest U. S. temperature ever, — 80 °Fthan 11 m of snow may fall in the north, and

(~ 62 °C). The nearby town of Barrow
has the country’s lowest average
annual temperature, 9 - 13 °C

o St T

JLanist

Lt Argeless b [

more than 2 m of rainfall may precipitate
upon the city of Juneau in the south.
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Average January temperatures. The southern aneefgtern parts of the United States
have milder winters than the rest of the counthisTap shows how average
January temperatures generally decrease from soutbrth
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Average July temperatures. Average July temperaiarmost of the country are
between 75 and 9F (24 and 32C) 60 or 75°F (16 and 24C). Temperatures are
lower in most of Alaska and some mountains, antiérign the South-west desert

Average yearly precipitation. This map shows thatamount of yearly precipitation in
the United States generally increases from wesasb. But some areas along
the west coast and in Alaska and Hawaii receivertbst precipitation
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Hawaii is located in tropical
zone, but its climate is comfortable
because of the ocean currents that
pass its shores and the winds that
blow across the land from the
northeast. The temperature usually
remains close to the annual average of
24 °C.

VEGETATION

Grassland and scrub dominate
the western half of the country, forest
the eastern. It should, however, be

noted that the richest stands of

from Mount Walaleale The mountain, the
wettest place in the U. S., receives about 460 the well-watered Pacific Highlands.

inches (1,170 cm) of precipitation a year Washington, Oregon, and northern

California are the leading sources of
saw-mill timber in the United States. The coastakgims of Alaska, too, are
mild enough to carry large coniferous trees, butimaf the interior and the
north, especially those parts away from the rivaieys, is covered only with
sparsely distributed, stunted trees or tundra.hkn éastern United States the
dominant trees are hardwoods, but valuable pinestsrare found in the Upper
Lakes region and in parts of the Gulf-Atlantic plai

When the first Europeans entered the United Stdiest half the present
area was forest-covered. As in Canada, however,hntimber has been
destroyed in the east, both by cutting and by fared in some places it has
simply been replaced by ‘cut-over land, i.e. byndaunder less valuable
secondary trees. More care is now being taken @itwdmains of the former
vast forest resources, the emphasis being placgdashformerly upon ‘mining
of trees’, but upon ‘farming’ them.

Over a quarter of the country is still under foyeghich ranges from the
mangroves and swamp-forests of Florida to the kmeglas firs and redwoods
of the Pacific States, and from hickory, walnut] aak of the east-central states
to the pines of Minnesota and the Rocky Mountains.

The United States is rich in the variety of itsivatforest trees, some of
which, as the species of sequoia, are known. Moaa 11,000 varieties have
been described.
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The United States leads the world in the productadntemperate
hardwoods, largely used for furniture-making, at&l output of softwoods,
provides timber for constructional purposes ando alsood-pulp for the
manufacture of paper and rayon. The United Stag®its large quantities of
softwoods, despite the presence of near-virgirstsrm Alaska.

NATURAL
VEGETATION

Steppe | :
Grassland i e :
Savanna v o o =
Mediterranean : - : >

Needleleaf forest
Broadleaf forest
Mixed forest
Tropical rain forest
Ice cap

| Tundra

Desert

Natural vegetation
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MINERAL RESOURCES

Among other countries the United States is notedafundance and a
great variety of mineral resources. Its territorysgesses over 100 kinds of
various minerals. In resources of coal and natwak, tungsten and
molibdenum, lead and phosphorus the United Stabddslthe first place; in
resources of copper, zinc and sulphur — the sedan@sources of gold, silver,
uranium, mercury and asbestos — the third. The WSAch in oil, iron ore,
various metallic ores. At the same time the coutdcks a sufficient supply of
some of the minerals required for modern industridgese must be imported
into the United States. They include tin, nickelanganese, chrome, cobalt,
industrial diamonds, mica, strontium.

The total reserves of coal of the USA are equadl.®trillion tons. The
principal deposits of high-grade coals are conegadr in the eastern part of the
United States, the main producing areas being & Appalachian Plateau
region.

The total reserves of oil are estimated to 5 lillions. The chief oil-
bearing area is in the southern part of the Inteflains and the Gulf Coast
Plain. Other principal oil deposits are to be foundthe Pacific south-west
(California) and the Rocky Mountains (Wyoming). Exsive oil-bearing areas
have been discovered in the northern part of tleadrlains. Less important oil-
fields are in the western foothills of the Appaliacis. With the oil-basins are
very closely connected the deposits of natural (§asillion cubic metres, i.e.
nearly one-third of the world resources).

The total reserves of iron ore are 11 billion tofise chief beds of iron
ore are concentrated in the region of Lake Supefioere are some deposits of
iron ore in the south of the Appalachians, Birmiagh but the ores of this area
are of a poorer quality, having a lower iron comten

Huge reserves of non-ferrous metals are to be fpuadominantly on the
territory to the west of the Mississippi River (zjincopper, lead and others).
Principal deposits of precious metals (gold, s)heard rare elements are in the
Cordilleras. The main resources of uranium are @wNJVexico. In the total
resources of uranium the USA is after the SouthcAfr Republic and Canada.
The Cordilleras and Florida contain huge resenfephmsphorus. The Gulf
coastal plain possesses the largest resourcefpbisin the capitalist world.

The USA is self-sufficient in coal, copper, leatippphate, molybdenum
and some other raw materials.
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IT ISINTERESTING TO KNOW

Facts in brief

Capital: Washington, D. C.

Form of government Repubilic.

Physical features Longest river — Missouri, 2,540 miles (4,090 krh@argest lake
within the USA — Michigan, 22,300 sq. miles (57, &) km). Largest island — Hawaii, 4,038
sq. miles (10,458 sq. km).

Flag: Adopted on June 14, 1777.

Motto: In God We Trust, adopted on July 30, 1956.

National Anthem: ‘The Star-spangled Banner’, adopted on Marct9311

Bird : Bald eagle adopted on June 20, 1782

Flower: Rose, adopted on October 7, 1986.

Money: Basic unit — dollar.

The US National Flag .

The US flag was raised in its first unified form danuary 2, | SSsss
1776 in Cambridge, Massachusetts. It consistedBddlternate red anc
white straps (stripes), equal to the number ofestafor that flag, on
June 14, 1777, ‘Flag Day’, Congress substitutemnéasly striped flag
with 13 white stripes on a blue field in the le#irid corner.

In 1794, with the admission of Vermont and KentydRgngress added two more stripes
and two more stars. The new country began to gvtwe states joined in. But there was no place
on the flag for more stripes. So in 1818 the o&bi8 stripes were restored, to remain unchanged
thereatfter; for each new state admitted to the tJowever, a new star was to be added.

Today the USA flag has 13 horizontal (7 red andn@ey stripes and 50 white stars on
the blue background representing the 50 states.rdthestripes proclaim courage, the white
stripes proclaim liberty, the field of blue staridsloyalty.

The US flag is known as ‘Old Glory’, the ‘Stars aSttipes’ or the ‘Star-spangled
Banner’. The latter name comes from the title @f tlational anthem of the USA, beginning
with ‘Oh, say can you see by the dawn's early lighthe star-spangled banner...". The words
were created by Francis Scott Key who watched t@bardment of Fort McHenry in
September, 1814, during the war between the USAGmat Britain in 1812 — 1815. The
melody was taken from an English song composeaby $tafford Smith (1760 — 1836).

The US flag is the symbol of the revolutionary ggie of the American people, of the
American Revolution.

The coat of arms of the US represents an eagle wiriys outspread, holding a
bundle of rods — the symbol of administering - e teft claw and an olive twig — the
emblem of love — in the right claw. The motto or ttoat of arms is ‘E Pluribus Unum’.

Symbols of the United States include the Ameridag &nd the Great Seal. The eagle
holds an olive branch and arrows, symbolizing ardder peace but the ability to wage war.
The reserve side bears the Eye of Providence,septiag God, and a pyramid dated 1776
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BALD EAGLE

Benjamin Franklin objected to the choice of thedbahgle as the American national
bird. He wrote, the eagle is ‘a bird of bad morhamacter; he does not get his living
honestly.... Too lazy to fish for himself, he watshthe labour of the fishing hawk and ...
takes fish from him’. Franklin suggested choosihg wild turkey instead, but he was
outvoted. His colleagues saw the bald eagle asrdayof freedom and power — one that
could use its impressive 7,5-foot wingspan to sftartlessly across the sky and use its keen
eyes and razor-sharp talons to hunt.

No matter what their hunting habits may be, baldlesa have admirable domestic
gualities. A male and a female stay together fer And males share in the care of the young.

MOUNT RUSHMORE

The Black Hills of South Dakota are famous for beauty of their nature. Here the
Sioux Indians once lived; here was the scene ofatm®us Black Hills gold rush, and here, in
modern times, stands the Mount Rushmore Memorial.

The construction of this memorial began in 1925.tz6m Borglum, a famous
American sculptor, was commissioned to carve orfahe of Mount Rushmore the heads of
Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Roosevelt . Thesrtendous work, which took fourteen years
to complete, was almost finished in 1941, when Bongdied. It was completed later that
year by his son, Lincoln Borglum.

These gigantic heads are eighteen meters highpgiropate to a man one hundred
and forty-five meters high. They are carved outhef granite of the mountain and are visible
for over eighty kilometers.

This memorial is now an important point of interegtich is visited by thousands
every year.

The Mount Rushmore Memorial

MOUNT RAINIER

Mount Rainier, a huge dead volcano in the UniteateSt lifts its snow-covered peak
4,392 meters into the air. Its base covers alnvwestiundred and fifty-nine square kilometers.
This majestic mountain is in the Cascade Rangehefrniorth-west and gives its name to
Mount Rainier National Park in the State of Wastong

A cap of ice and snow covers the top of Mount Raitine whole year. In winter and
spring the whole mountain is beautiful with its itat of snow. It can be seen for many
kilometers.
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This dead volcano probably erupted about two rmllje@ars ago. On the slopes of
Mount Rainier are twenty-six glaciers, including tBmmons, the largest in the United States.

WILD FLOWERS IN DEATH VALLEY

The Death Valley is a desert in southeastern Qal#o The desert is 222 kilometres
long and 8 to 24 kilometres wide. It became a Netidlonument in 1994. The valley was
named by people seeking gold in 1849, many of whaed while trying to cross the desert.
The lowest point in the valley is 86 metres bel@a kevel, which is also the lowest elevation
in the Western Hemisphere.

The Death Valley is the hottest region in North Aite the highest air temperature
ever recorded, 57 degrees Celsius, occured thet®818. The ground temperature has been
recorded at 79.4 degrees Celsius. The averagaltasbnly 38 mm. per year. The rocky and
sandy landscape supports grass, cacti, and mary fleivers. Coyotes, bighorn sheep,
lizards, snakes, and rabbits are among the wilchalsi of the region.

The winter and spring of 1998 received an exceptiamount of rain, allowing for a
large variety of flowers to bloom. One report stlatkat a certain species of flower hadn't
bloomed in over 80 years! The phenomenon is exgthloy an increase in temperature of a
few degrees, which caused the Pacific Ocean tooeatg more moisture than usual. The
result was a larger than normal amount of rain.

A whole world of little tiny flowers, pink, yellowpurple and white carpeted the
ground creating subtle colours as far as the eytl@s®ee. The ridges of sand dunes were split
by shadows and light, the looked surreal, like h&dwgraceful snakes heading for the hills.
In the foreground lay an array of sagebrush, italkgreen-grey leaves adding another colour
to the muted desert tones. The back ground wasge raf dry hills, barren yet textured by the
ravines formed by water run-off over many centuries

WHAT CAN RIVERS DO?

The Grand Canyon in Arizona is a natural wondethef world. At some points it
appears like a magic city of rock, with templesyeos, and castles of dazzling colours.

One of the most amazing things about it is thaQtend Canyon was made by a river. The
waters of the Colorado River cut out this greagggan the course of thousands of years. Even now,
year by year, the rushing Colorado continues taleaper into the bottom of the gorge.

In certain places, the gorge of the Grand Canyomaige than a mile deep, and it is from
4 to 18 miles wide. As the river cut deep into pfeteau to form the Canyon, it laid bare on the
rock walls of the Canyon the story of hundreds dlions of years of the earth's history.

Down at the bottom of the gorge, beside the rigacient crystalline rock is exposed.
This is the buried remnant of an ancient mountaimge which was folded back on itself and
worn down by weather and water. The rise and fiathizs mountain range millions of years
ago is revealed only by the erosion of the GranayGa.

On the base of this buried mountain range rest lmédguartzite, sandstone and
limestone. They were formed over the years as oaeders from the east and from the west
flooded the section, and as whole mountain rangss and disappeared. Proof of the fact that
great seas once rushed over these rocks is toube fa the fossils that turn up here. There
are fossil remains of seaweed, seashells and fish.

A RIVER THAT FLOWS BACKWARD

Have you ever heard of a river that flows backward® will find it — as you will
many other strange things — in America.
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Years ago the Chicago River flowed north and erdpteelf into Lake Michigan. But
when Chicago began to expand and more drinking rwates needed for its inhabitants,
engineers got to work and deliberately alteredwvthele structure of the river, so that fresh
water would then flow from the lake into the river!

The result is that nowadays, instead of flowingtimothe Chicago river flows south
towards the Gulf of Mexico.

THE BIGGEST LIVING THINGS

The blue whale is the largest animal that has éved — bigger than an elephant,
bigger than the biggest dinosaur. But even the blue
whale is not the largest living thing on earth. 8ge
are. And the largest of all trees are the redw@oubs
giant sequoias that grow in California.

The tallest trees in the world are the
Californian redwoods. Most of them are more than : ? .

300 feet (90 m) high — about as tall as a 30-storey i

building. The tallest known redwood is almost 370 'n_‘“ s

feet (113 m) high. These giants have such huge e | i

trunks that in one or two an archway has been cut -

through the trunk so that a car can be driven gjnou
the living tree.

The giant sequoias are not as tall as the
redwoods, but their trunks are much thicker. Ome bi
sequoia is called the General Sherman, after ‘a
famous soldier. The tree is 272 feet (83 m) highe T
widest part of its trunk is more than 100 feet (BP
around and more than 36 feet (11 m) across. A big
crowd of people could hide behind this tree.

THE OLDEST LIVING TREE

If trees had birthday parties, there is one tree'« 4
in the United States that would need more than®,00
candles on its birthday cake.

Trees live much longer than people or
animals do. A big oak tree, with a trunk so thicktt
you can't get your arms around it, may be hundreds
of years old. The big redwood trees in Califorma a
thousands of years old.

The oldest known tree in the United States
lives in a mountain forest in California. It is a
gnarled, twisted bristlecone pine tree that is more
than 4,600 years old. It is one of the oldest tvin
things in the world.

Giant sequoias are among the world’s largest ashesol
living things. They are found only on the west side
the Sierra Nevada, between 5,000 and 7,800 fe60(15
and 2400 m) above sea level. The largest of them i
about 275 feet tall and 33 feet thick (84 and 10 m)
Many are 2,000 to 3,000 years old
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PROGRESS QUESTIONS

1. Describe the geographical position of the USg\composition.

2. When were Alaska and Hawaii admitted to the é¢htates?

3. What are the geographical and economic advarstagfethe Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans for the United States?

4. How is the USA divided administratively?

5. What are the 13 original states of the USA?

6. What seven major regions are the states of h& tivided into nowadays?

7. Describe the US national flag.

8. What do you know about the US capital?

9. What island territories does the USA posseteifaribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean?

10. Why is the United States a country of greasjgay differences?

11. What are the most important mountain rangabenUSA?

12. Describe the Rocky Mountains.

13. What minerals are to be found in the Rocky Neing?

14. What is the structure of the Cordillera Mount&ystem?

15. Describe the Appalachian Mountains.

16. What are the chief plains and plateaus in ti$AQ

17. What is the chief drainage system of the Uriiades?

18. What is the longest river of the USA?

19. What are the main rivers in the United Statégtat basins do they belong to?

20. What is the largest group of lakes in the UBAfat is the total area of these lakes?

21. Why are the Great lakes called an ‘inland freskter sea’?

22. What are the largest salty lakes in the USA?

23. What factors determine the climate of the agtnt

24. Describe the prevailing winds blowing in theAJS

25. Describe the role of the Cascade Mountains tedSierra Nevada Mountains in
the distribution of rain.

26. What climatic provinces is the United Statedgdéid into? Characterize briefly
each of them.

27. What part of the country does the forest doteiina?

28. What are the dominant trees in the easternddn@tates?

29. What are hardwoods and softwoods used forant8A?

30. What mineral resources is the USA rich and po@r

31. Where are the principal deposits of coal cotratad?

32. Where are the main oil-fields situated?

33. Name the chief deposits of iron ore.

34. Where are the main deposits of non-ferrous Imetancentrated?

35. What minerals is the United States self-sefffian? What minerals does it have to import?

SEMINAR 1
Geographical Position and Physical Features of thdSA

1. Describe the geographical position of the USA.
2. Speak on the major land regions of the USA.
3. Speak on the climate and vegetation of the USA.
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4. Give an account of the main rivers and lakebh®fUSA.
5. Give an account of the chief mineral resourdeéee USA.

QuIZ

1. The USA is self-sufficient in , , __phgsphate, molybdenum and some
other raw materials.

2. The majestic ____ Mountains stretch all the wagnfMexico to the Arctic.

3. The ___ River flows northward from Lake Erid_tke Ontario. Halfway there, at
____Falls, the river suddenly plunges almost 2@ (60 m).

4. In certain places, the gorge of the __ Canyomore than a mile deep, and it is
from 4 to 18 miles wide.

5. Almost the whole _ half of the United Staessihthe* ' of he mountains,
which means that very little rain falls.

6. Today the USA flag has ___ horizontal stripesl®ylising the _ states and
____white stars on the __ background represerttieg states. The red stripes proclaim

____,the ___ stripes proclaim liberty, the fiefdotue stands for .

7. The ‘Star-spangled Banner’ is the title of tretional __ of the USA, beginning
with ‘Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early lighthe Star-spangled banner...’

8. Benjamin Franklin objected to the choice of the  as the American national
bird. He wrote, the eagle is ‘a bird of bad mordiacacter; he does not get his living
honestly... Too lazy to fish for himself, he wat¢hedabour of the fishing hawk and ... takes
fish from him’. Franklin suggested choosing thedvitirkey instead, but he was outvoted. His
colleagues sawthe as a symbol of freedwhpawer.

9. The main land mass of the United States isdn th zone.

10. The Midwest, the Middle Atlantic States, andvNengland experience
summersand ___ ,  winters.

11. The ___ Mountains extend from Maine to Alabamgéne eastern United States.
This is a region of old mountains with worn, roudgeeaks, the highest of which is less than
2,200 m.

12. The _ _ occupy a huge expanse of landsthetches from the Appalachian
Highlands in the east to the Rocky Mountains invilest.

13. Some territories and dependencies of the UiStates (inthe  Sea and the
Ocean), suchas ___ and ___ Islands, have a laegee@ of self-government. | one
of the areas, is a commonwealth associated witHJthiteed States that has been given wide
powers of self-rule by the U.S. Congress. American, : and the ___ Islands
each send to Congress a representative who votgsrocommittees.




CHAPTER II
POPULATION OF THE USA

LECTURE 2

‘What then is the American, this
new man?’

Michel Guillaume de Gr evecouer

FORMATION OF THE NATION
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The population of he United States has risen dieaiice the country’s first census
was taken in 1790. The above graph illustratestlmmtry’s population growth since
the first census. The table below lists the popateigure for each sensus year

Census year Population Census year Population
1790 3,929,214 1900 75,994,575
1800 5,308,483 1910 91,972,266
1810 7,239,881 1920 105,710,620
1820 9,638,453 1930 122,775,046
1830 12,866,020 1940 131,669,275
1840 17,069,453 1950 150,697,361
1850 23,191,876 1960 179,323,175
1860 31,443,321 1970 203,235,298
1870 39,818,449 1980 226,545,805
1880 50,155,783 1990 249,632,692
1890 62,974,714

According to statistics in 2004 there were 293,82%,inhabitants in the
USA. In number of population the country holds thad place in the world
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after the People’s Republic of China and India. Tits® 90 % of settlers were of
Anglo-Saxon stock, most of the rest being of Negrigin. Vast numbers of
immigrants poured into it in the first decade oé tA0" century. Within its

population the United States has today about 3liomilcitizens who are
foreign-born of various nationalities: German, ita| Polish, Czech, Slovak,
Croatian, Jewish, Russian, Ukrainian, Hungariangedsh, English, Scotch,
Irish, Mexican, Canadian, Cuban, etc. Poor econ@nit political conditions at
home forced them to emigrate to the United Stategarch of a better life.

The first people to live in what is now the
United States were Indians, Eskimos, and
Hawaiians. The Indians and Eskimos are
descended from people who migrated to North
America from Asia more than 20,000 years ago. At
that time groups of wandering hunters following
herds of elk and caribou crossed a northern land
bridge where the Bering Straits are today. These
people settled throughout North and South
America. The ancestors of the Hawaiians were
Polynesians who sailed to what is now Hawe ON€ 0f 50,000 people from

S tribes across the United States
from other Pacific islands about 2,000 years ago. who met at Crow Fair, an

Today about two million Americans annual powwow that takes
consider themselves Indians and so identifii PIace on reservation lands near

) . Custer Battlefield National
themse|veS on the 2000 census. |ndlanS, ESk'n Monument in Montar
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and Aleuts are considered to be the only ‘nativeiedicans and make up about
2 % of the population.

During the 1500s, groups of Spanish settlers asteddl outposts in what
iIs now Florida, in the southeastern United Stdte4604 a small French colony
was founded on the New World’s north-eastern sesdictm 1607 Great Britain
founded its first permanent North American settletnelamestown, in the
colony of Virginia. Soon America attracted many irgrants from other nations
of northern and western Europe including Germamglahd, the Netherlands,
and Scotland; and the Scandinavian lands of Denmbrkvay, and Sweden.

European colonists were brought to the New Worldth®y desires that
still bring people today. The first European settlevere seeking land, wealth
and freedom — a better life. Some colonists camanberica to find religious
freedom.

Between 1840 and 1860, the United States receigeldngest wave of
immigrants to date. In Europe famine, poor crojssg population and political
unrest caused an estimated 5 million people toel¢gir homelands each year.
In one year alone — 1847 — 118,120 Irish peoplgated to the United States.
During the Civil War (1861 — 1865), the federal govment encouraged
immigration from Europe especially from the Gern&tates, by offering grants
of land to those immigrants who would serve as@som the armies of the
North. Today, fully one-third of Americans have @an ancestors.

Until about 1880 most immigrants came from northemd western
Europe. Then, large waves of people began arrifroigp southern and eastern
European nations, including Austria-Hungary, Gredtedy, Poland, and Russia.
By 1896, more than half of all immigrants were freastern or southern Europe.

One group of people who came to the USA during pleisod were Jews.
The first Jewish people actually settled in Nortmekica as early as 1654.
Between 1880 and 1925 about 2 million Jews immagtdtere. Today, there are
about 6 million Jewish Americans living in the WsdtStates.

Most Hispanic Americans are people who immigratedor—whose
ancestors immigrated — to the United States frominLAmerica. These are
people of Mexican, Cuban, or Puerto Rican des@estmall percentage of them
trace their ancestry directly back to Spain. Soeehmainly Spanish ancestry.
Others have mixed Spanish and Latin-American, Imdm& black ancestry.
Today Hispanics make up 9 % of the US population.

Most black Americans are descendants of Africane whkre brought to
the United States as slaves during the 1600s, 1 &k 1800s and forced to
work on plantations. Today blacks form the largeshority group. They
account for about 13 % of the population.
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The immigration was extremely intensive at the efdhe 19' and the
beginning of the 20 centuries during the rapid growth of industry,iagiture,
the construction of railways. During and after VdowWar | the immigration into
the USA decreased considerably. Tough measuremshganmigration were
taken. These measures had both economic and pbhtture. After World War
Il the immigration increased again, but its inflaeron the growth of population
was not important.

The year 1965 marked a most important change inri&are immigration
law. Under the new law, there is no consideratibpemple’s country of origin.
Soon after the 1965 law was passed, immigratiotepabegan to change. As
recently as the 1950s, two-thirds of all legal igrants came from Europe and
Canada. By the 1980s, only one immigrant in 7 cémm these traditional
sources. In the 1950s, immigrants from Asia acaifior only 6 % of total
immigration — or 150,000 in the entire decade. Bgirihe 1980s 2.6 million
Asian immigrants arrived, making up 44 % of legamigrants. Today 42 % of
the population is of Asian descent.

DOE

1861-1900 1901-1930 1971-1980 1980-1984
| America
| Europe Asia (North and South) Others

Legal Immigrants Admitted to the United States legiRn of Birth

The United States used to be called a melting Tius term refers to the
idea that the country is a place where people froamy lands have come
together and formed a unified culture, i.e. thdinne origins, their native
languages and habits ‘have melted away’. Ameridaamge many things in
common. For example, the vast majority of them kp€aglish, and people
throughout the country dress similarly and eat mafnyhe same kinds of foods.
Public education, mass communication, and othéwentes have helped shape
a common identity. But in other ways, US societyars example of cultural
pluralism. Some ethnic groups have managed tonréteir language — about 8
million ‘Chicanos’ who speak Spanish, half a millidcrenchmen in New
Orleans and a million and a half Swedes in Minreesbtany Americans take
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special pride in their origins. They preserve tiiads of their ancestors. In many
cities, people of different national or ethnic amg live in separate

neighbourhoods (Franco-Canadians in the north af Hagland, Germans in

Pennsylvania, the French in Louisiana, the Slavhénnortheast and the Lake
District), and shops and restaurants reflect tlweitural heritages. Ethnic

festivals, parades, and other events emphasizeatien’s cultural pluralism. In

attempt to acknowledge significant cultural diffeces of the various ethnic
groups in the USA Americans now use a new symhel,galad bowl'.

Otk ;
= - e — Lesantss 245 000 !
Population by Selected Ancestry Groups i Armonian 213,000
{1280 Congus) | Irgaian 123000 |
| Syman 107 000 |
ELiropsan. [ ArablArahian 93 000 :
Engksh 49 588 000 | s fre 0 e HE B 20,8655 D00
Garman 49,224,000 | African 204 000
krigh 40, 166 000 | Chinesg Ba4 DO
French 12,892,000 | Fikgina 795 000
[T 12,184 000 | | Japanase #7 D)
Seoltish 10,049,000 | Kerman 377 000
Polish A 228 000 | | Asian Indian 18000
Dulch 5304 000 | Wietnamessa 216000
Sweciiah 4345000 | Jarmalcan R 000
Blirwe gian 3454 000 | | Haiti@n 90000
Aussian 2,781,000 | Mexican T ER3 000
Crpah 1,583 000 | Spanish/Hispanic 2 6T D0
HiP AN LTI 000 | | PuertoRican 1,444 000
[ weish 1 EES, 000 : Cubian 5498000 |
Crarssh 1.618,000 | Daminicat 171000 |
Partuguese 1024000 | Colombian 156 000
: | Spamnard 95 OO
| Ecuadoram A 000
Sahvadaran BE 000
| Hmassiian 202000 |
| Amarecan ndian B 18000
Fresch Canadian FHOO0 |
| Canackan A56 DO

This chart, taken from the Statistical Abstractha United States,
shows only some of the many ancestry groups white widicated by Americans

The United States in one of the few countries liaat no ‘official’ national
language or languages. English is the common layggby use, but it is not the
national language by law. The great majority of th® people are English-
speaking Americans (over 80 %), though their lagguander new conditions of
life and immigrant environment acquired a numben@#f phonetical and lexical
peculiarities. Spanish is the second most commoguiage in the United States.
The region that is now the South-western UnitedeStavas colonized by Spain in
the 1500s. As a result, many people from that regpeak Spanish.
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POPULATION DENSITY. MIGRATION

The average population density in the United Stet€&.6 persons per
square mile (30.7 per sg. km), i.e. consideraldg than in most of the countries
in Europe. More than half of all the populationc@ncentrated in the industrial
Northeast, and the density of population here iy \egh — 374 people per
sqg. km. The density of the population of the Sasitbver 30 people per sqg. km.
On the Pacific coast the density is high again — p&bple per sq. km
(California). Meanwhile, California is the most popus state (27 million
people), New York is second (18 million). In thelustrial and agrarian states of
the Lake District the density of population is lovesd decreases sharply in the
purely agricultural states — North and South Dalastd Nebraska — 4-7 people
per sg. km. In the mountainous Cordillera States density ranges from 2
people to 12 people per sg. km. The lowest demsifjopulation is in Alaska —
0.3 people per sg. km. But the tendency of movemérhe population from
one region to another never stopped (see pastet].ins

Interregional migrations of the population are elgsconnected with
considerable territorial differences in the levehdarate of economic
development and reflect changes in the structudedastribution of economy.
As a result of the reduction of employment in agticre (due to improved
agricultural methods and equipment) and the inerezEsthose employed in
industry, trade, finance, government, service (duan industrial boom which
has created large numbers of new jobs in the ratwrban areas), the urban
population of the country is continuously growingow it is 75 %. The
proportion of rural population is only 25 %.

The principal reason today for population movemsnihe growth of new
industries, especially in the West and South. Censxperts look for the
migration to continue for at least the next sevgedrs. If this should occur, it
would be the first time in recorded history thatrempeople lived in the South
and West than in the Northeast and Midwest.

URBAN LIFE. RURAL LIFE
The United States is divided into urban areas amdl lareas. An urban

area is a community with 2,500 or more people. @lthh the urban areas cover
about 2.5 % of the land, they are the home of athwae-fourths of the people.
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Urban and rural lifen the United States contrast sharply. Motor vetsichove
slowly along a street lined by big buildings in ddawn San Antonioleft.
At a county fairright, farm people show their sheep in a livestock conipeti

New York City, with about 7 million people, is thergest US city by far.
Los Angeles has about 3.5 million people. Chicag® & population of about 2.7
million. Five others US cities — Houston, Philadefy San Diego, Detroit, and
Dallas — each have more than 1 million people.

Chicago’s long lakefront offers many recreationadfbilities.
Chicago also is world-famous as a showcase for magle/scraper design
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New York is the largest city in the United Statad ane of the oldest.
Restricted by its location, it can only grow upwandt outward

Los Angeles is in the Sun Belt, which extends thiothe West, Southwest,
and Southeast. Partly because of their climate BRilircities are growing rapidly
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Atlanta’s central business district is ringed bpmssways.
Like most cities, it is increasingly dependant artks and automobiles

Network of suburbs surround many US cities. Theregéwities and their
suburbs form units called metropolitan areas. Tlaeeeabout 277 metropolitan
areas in the United States. The largest of theiwrdar of size, are New York (the
population is 17.9 million), Los Angeles (13 mitip Chicago (8.1 million), San
Francisco (5.8 million), Philadelphia (5.8 milligi)etroit (4.6 million), etc.

Central cities of most U.S.urban areas have neigiitmods where most people belong
to the same racial or ethnic group. In New YorkyGiHarlem area, abouetft,
most people are blacks. A Chicago neighbuorhagtlt, has many
Spanish-speaking people and some signs in Spanish
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For many years, the vast majority of the countuylsan population lived in
the central cities. But during the mid-1900s peméeted leaving central cities
for suburbs — the process known as ‘suburbaniZatiois caused by high prices
of land in town, bad sanitation, transport and otkasons. Suburbs are defined
as residential areas within commuting distanceatger cities. Most people who
live in suburbs own their own homes and commutevadk in the city or they
work in nearby offices and factories that haveaaled to the suburbs.

Sprawling suburbs surround many American citiesv®of comfortable
houses line the streets of most of them. Highwaysect the suburbs
with their central cities, where large number dbstoan dwellers work

More than 97 % of all the land of the United Stateslassified as rural.
But much of the rural land is uninhabited or onlyhtly inhabited. About a
fourth of all Americans live in rural areas. Butlyp® % of the country’s rural
people work on farms. Many other rural people owmvork in business related
to agriculture, such as grain and feed stores arédlvouses. Mining and related
activities and light industries also employ manyaftipeople. Still other rural
Americans work as teachers, police officers, sédelss, or in other occupations.

People engaged in agriculture live, as a rule,sotated farms situated at
some distance from each other. The number of fasnnapidly decreasing. In
1986 there were 2,214 thousand farms in the USAhénmiddle of the 1980’s
3, 5 million people, including farmers, membergradir families and employed
workers were engaged in agricultural production.
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RELIGION. AGE AND SEX STRUCTURE

About 60 % of all the American people are membdraro organized
religious group. Among them, about 56 % are Pratest 28 % Roman
Catholics, 2 % Jews, 4 % others, including Amemscdielonging to Islam,
Buddhism, 10 % none. Roman Catholics make up trgeda single religious
denomination in the United States. The country’gdat Protestant groups are, in
order of size, Baptists, Methodists, Pentecodtalderans, and Presbyterians.

The ratio of females and males is 51.4 to 48.6. Uhied States has one
of the highest life expectancies of any country7-49: 74.63 for a man and
80.36 for a woman (2004). The estimated age digiab of the US population
in 2004 was roughly as follows: 0-14 years — 20.8ale 31,122,974; female
29,713,748); 15-64 years — 66.9 % (male 97,756,830ale 98,183,309); 65
years and over — 12.4 % (male 15,078,204; femalEer2]1956).

IT ISINTERESTING TO KNOW

US FOREIGN BORN POPULATION BY REGIONAL ORIGIN, 1995 -2000

Region 2000 (in thousands) 1995(in thousands)
Europe 4,355 3,937
Under 18 250 232
Asia 7,246 6,121
Under 18 657 767
Latin America 14,477 11,777
Under 18 1,684 1,481
Other 2,301 2,658
Under 18 245 275
All regions 28,379 24,493
Under 18 2,837 2,726

THE CENSUS: LOOKING BACK

The US census is conducted every 10 years as neghgtthe Constitution. The first
census, which counted 3.9 million people, was cotetl in 1790, shortly after George
Washington became president. It counted the nurobé&ee white males age 16 and over,
and under 16 (to measure how many men might béaslaifor military service), the number
of free white females, all other free persons (ideig any American Indians who paid taxes),
and slaves. It took 18 months to collect the dBfe 1790 census resulted in an increase of 41
seats (65 to 106) in the House of Representatives.

As the nation expanded, so did the scope of thsusedata. The first inquiry on
manufactures was made in 1810. Questions on agriepymining, and fisheries were added in
1840. In 1850, the census included inquiries oms@sues - taxation, churches, and crime.

The 1880 census contained so many questions thabktthe full 10 years between
censuses to publish all the results. Because ®fdiglay, Congress limited the 1900 census to
guestions on population, manufactures, agricultumek mortality.
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In 1902 Congress authorized the president to set pgrmanent Census Office in the
Interior Department. Then the Bureau of the Cengasplaced in the Commerce Department
in 1913.

WHERE DID THE AMERICAN INDIANS COME FROM?

About 20,000 years ago, bands of hunters on footdesed into a strange new land,
following herds of elk and caribou. The land thesely hunters came from was probably
Siberia. They crossed the narrow strip of water r@he continents of Asia and North
America are closest together.

They came from the same homeland and were origirsike. They went over a
period of thousands of years in small family groapsl thus the groups differed in many
ways: in language, in appearance, in customs, yswamaking a living, and in the way they
adapted themselves to life in the new land.

They all had straight, black hair and high cheeldsohey were all dark-skinned, but
their shadings varied. The skins of some had aishdthge and so these people were often
called ‘red men’.

They used the same sort of weapons and tools, atkods to provide themselves
with food, clothing and shelter. But they usedeldint materials to satisfy their needs.

The biggest differences that developed among thesple were a result of where they
settled to live. The main living centres were therthwest Coast, the California region, the
Southwest, the Eastern Woodlands, and the Plaims.tfibes which developed in each of
these centres were quite different from each othibiough they were all what came to be
known as ‘Indians’.

SOME INDIAN NAMES ON THE MAP OF THE USA

The Indian languages survive in thousands of gedgeal names all over the USA. In
the State of Connecticut alone there are over sindted, and even more in Pennsylvania.
The name Athens is repeated 34 times, Rome andyRaleach 29 times, not to mention
Washington, which is entered for 331 different pkc

These are the names of some states of the USA \ahgcf Indian origin.

Alabama — State of the US and a river in that state, narfted @ Indian tribe. There are
several explanations of the meaning of the womdribclearing’, ‘here we rest’, ‘thicket clearers’.

Alaska — State of the US. An Indian word meaning ‘greatirdry’, ‘continent’, or
‘great land’.

Chicago —City and river in lllinois. The origin of the wond from the Indian ‘chi-
kaug-ong’ meaning ‘wild onion river'. Some auth@# derive it from ‘chicag’ or ‘sikag’
meaning ‘skunk’. In the language of the Miami Indidsekaw-kwaw’ also means ‘skunk’ or
‘a wild cat'.

Idaho — State of the US and county of the same state.ndiaih word meaning ‘gem
of the mountains’.

Massachusetts- One of the thirteen original colonies. An Indigard meaning ‘at or
near the great hills’. According to some other attles, ‘the hills in the shape of an
arrowhead’, ‘the blue hills’, ‘great hill mouth’.

Mississippi— State of the US and the river in the US. Anamdivord meaning ‘great
water’ or ‘gathering in of all the waters’ and ‘almost endless river spread out’.

Oklahoma — State, county and city in the same state. Amamavord meaning ‘home
for all Indians’.
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HISTORIC INDIAN MAN SEQUOIA

George Guess was born about 1770 in Tennesseenadke Indians of his day, he
grew up without learning to read and write. Yeatei, other Indians told him about the
‘talking leaves’ of the whites. The Lame One, thats his nickname, because he was lame
after a hunting accident, went to the near-by rarsmiy school to find the secret of the
‘talking leaves’. At the schoolhouse, though heldawot speak a word of English, he made
the teacher understand why he had come.

Returning to his cabin, he set to work. He cutmates of bark, carved a symbol for
each sound in the language of his people. It taok years to capture all the sounds. The
other Indians thought he was making evil magic thneatened to kill him. They began to call
him ‘Sequoia’, which means one who lives alone.yTinrned his cabin and all that was in it.
He relocated with Cherokees in Arkansas.

Eight years later Sequoia offered his alphabetafy8nbols representing all the sounds of
the Cherokee language. Each symbol meant one samthidonly one. Soon, thousands of
Cherokees were taught to read. A tribal newspaggaiibto use this alphabet in 1824.

Sequoia died in 1843. Today a mountain in Tenneasdea county in Oklahoma are
named after him. Georgia put up a monument in lesory. A statue of him stands in the
National Capitol. On the doors of the Annex of thrary of Congress are tributes to the
alphabet-makers. Among them is Sequoia. He is tiy man in history to invent and make
an alphabet all by himself.

One honour captures the imagination. The insultiagne given to the Lame One was
chosen for a Californian coniferous tree growing tgreat height.

WHEN DID THE FIRST NEGROES COME TO AMERICA?

Do you know that the first Negroes to come to Areigame as explorers?

They came with the Spanish, the French and theufese, who went there on
voyages of discovery. There were Negroes with Ballvben he discovered the Pacific Ocean
and with Cortez when he explored Mexico. It was egid who introduced the raising of
wheat to the New World.

Later on, of course, Negroes went to America integai different way - they were
brought there as slaves. In 1619, a Dutch vesseight 20 Negroes to Jamestown, Virginia,
who were sold by their captain for provisions hedes.

At the time, many white people went to America torkvas ‘indentured’ servants
(they sold their service for a set length of timBut when white servants stopped coming
from Europe, many Negro slaves were brought ineodblonies. By 1715 there were over
58,000 Negro slaves there. By 1775 this numbergnagn to over 500,000.

In 1807 at the request of President Thomas JefieilGongress voted that no more
slaves should be brought into the country. But maeye brought in against the law. Just
before the Civil War the Negro population in theitdd States was about 4,400,000.

HARLEM

Harlem is associated in our mind with Black Amerittais its spiritual and cultural
capital - full of black pride, black frustrationlalok successes and black failures and losses.
The community's reputation has been widely repaatedtinot always exaggerated. This is one
of the areas in the city to be seen best via aamzgd tour. Then you will be able to get the
whole spectrum of the experience: from dirty slumshining achievements.

Nieuw Haarlem was established by the Dutch in 1i65&ke advantage of the fertile
farm area. And so it remained for nearly two huddsgears, even attracting wealthy
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merchants who built summer homes far from the downtheart of the city. In the 1830s,
with the coming of the Harlem Railroad, the areawgrapidly as a fashionable suburb. By the
late 19th century, the streets were lined withtacistic apartment houses and brownstone
villas. There were Germans, Irish, Jews, Italiams$ Spanish.

But the boom never came to blacks living mainlythe west of the city, and had to
move due to the construction of Pennsylvania Stafitne only place where apartments stood
empty, and landlords cared only about the colowoofr money, was Harlem. Blacks moved
into apartments built for the white middle-clas$iey were charged low rents because they
were black and they had no place else to go. Te&akhat Harlem became, then, is unique,
because unlike similar communities across the egublacks did not inherit a slum. The lack
of education and opportunity turned the broad baargs of Harlem into a reflection of its
citizens’ inner turmoil.

It was in the 1920s that scores of black writer8sta and entertainers appeared. But
future generations of blacks had to wait until #960s for civil rights issues to hit the front
pages, and even until today for the renaissantieechrea to begin. There are still ugly sights
and blind anger in Harlem. The high-income sectibilarlem is where Duke Ellington and
B. Robinson lived. But even there you might seendbaed buildings and empty lots, as well
as troubled youths and the hopeless elderly.

PROGRESS QUESTIONS

. What is the population of the USA?

. Who were the first people inhabiting what is ribevUnited States?

. When did the colonization of North America b&gin

. Who were the first Europeans to establish peemiasettlements along the Atlantic coast?
. What made Europeans emigrate to the United S2ate

. What countries were the main sources of immigraefore and after the year 18807
. What were the main waves of immigration intouis\?

. What is the national structure of the US popale2

. What states do immigrants live by solid comnesin?

10. In what way has the 1965 immigration law chahtie immigration pattern?
11. How is the population distributed across thardoy? What is its density?
12. What is the most populous state in the USA?

13. What is the least populous state in the USA?

14. What are the regions with highest and lowessitg of population?

15. What are the chief urban agglomerations?

16. What process is known as ‘suburbanization’?

17. What caused the growth of the suburban popusiati

18. What is the proportion of urban and rural pogidn?

19. What are the reasons for interregional migrasaf the population?

20. What is the percentage of people engaged ilc@ture?

21. What is the age structure of the US population?

22. What is the expectation of life for an averAgeerican?

O©CO~NOULE,WNBE

Progress Assignment
In your copybook draw a sketch map of the UnitedeStand:

a) show the density of population in different paot the country;
b) include the largest American cities;
c) show the immigrant communities of the GermdresSlavs, the French, the Swedes.
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SEMINAR 2
Population of the United States of America

1. Speak on the colonization of North America ia #500s and describe
the role of immigration and its influence on thenfation of the population of
the USA.

2. Speak on the density of population of the USA&asons for
interregional migrations; main urban agglomeratidhsell upon the process of
suburbanization.

3. Analyse the sex and age structure of the US lpbpn. Religion.
Speak on the rural and urban life (see page 47).

QUIZ

1. The first Europeans to establish permanentesatthts along the Pacific coast were
____. They were concentrated in South-eastern Alalsidh the costs of maintaining these

scattered, distant posts consumed most of thetpr&o in 1867 _ was sold to the United
States for a price of 7.2 million dollars.
2. Over 13 % of the whole population of the Uni&tdtes are . Half of them live in

the South, in the states of Alabama, Mississippuiidiana, Georgia, North and South
Carolina, Virginia.

3. Thestatesof ___ , |, Pennsylvania, Tekamis, Ohio, Michigan, New Jersey,
Florida, Massachusetts have the largest population. has the least population.

4. During much of its history, the United Statedl faan official policy of admitting
more ___ immigrants than ___, African, and Latinedican ones. Changes were made in
immigration policy in ___ which resulted in largembers of non- __ immigrants entering
the country.

5. Census figures reported for 2000 showed thatestdonstituted about % of the

US population, 13 % , 4% and % Nahirgericans.

6. Since 1945, the part of the US population teabver 65 years old has increased
from 8 % to __ %. Improvements in medical careehbeen the main reason for the
increase.

7. Since Americans are free to form and follow egligious belief or religion they
wish, there are a great many beliefs, denominatiansl churches in the United States. The
_______ church is by far the single largest, willoat 52 million members.

8. Some nationalities and ethnic groups which hgaee into the making of America
have largely lost or intentionally given up manytloése specific markers which would make
them much different from their neighbours, This cess of assimilation, or
‘Americanization’, — becoming part of the __ _ has characterized the immigrant
experience in American history. Other Americansehavhile becoming American in other
ways, maintained much of their ethnic identitiesthis sense, US society has been likened to
a :

9. % of all Americans today were born in theiteth States (as compared, for
example, with only 85 % in 1910).
10. The second largest ‘minority’ in the Unitedt8gare __ (a term including all

Spanish-speaking Americans, such as Mexican-Anmevicat ‘Chicanos’, Cubans, Puerto
Ricans, etc.).
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CHAPTER III

SHORT HISTORICAL SURVEY
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
(From the days of early colonization to the Ciwwi War /1861 — 1865/)

LECTURE 3

COLONIZATION OF NORTH
AMERICA IN THE 16 ™-18™ CENTURIES

America became known only some five centuries #gs.the newest of
great nations. The story of the United Stateseasstiory of the impact of an old
culture upon new environment. The first settlersen®ot primitive but civilized
men, and they transplanted on new territory a celloenturies old. At the same
time the settlers were influenced by the new emvivent, new traditions of
people who lived on this continent.

The United States was originally peopled by Indidiitee Red Indians had
probably arrived 10,000 to 30,000 years before @blus’s discovery in a series
of migrations from Asia to North
America by way of the Bering Strait.
In their human structure, culture they
resembled the people of Asia. As
many as 280 distinct aboriginal
societies existed in North America
prior to Columbus. They spoke about
450 distinct languages. The Indian
peoples developed great civilizations,
most notably those of the Incas and
the Aztecs, and they contributed a
great deal to world culture and the
welfare of the human race: they
domesticated corn, potatoes, peanuts,
peppers, tomatoes, pumpkins,
pineapples, cocoa, and other
vegetables and fruits; they cultivated
tobacco, and made discoveries of at

Maya sculpture was distinctive and expressive and€ast 59 drugs that are used today in
often showed the natural grace of the Maya peoplmedical science.
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At the time of Columbus’s arrival there were pralyaioughly 15 million
Indians living in what are now the United Stated @anada. Some Indian tribes
of North America helped the early European setersive in the wilderness of
the New World. Indian foods and herbs, articlesy@nufacture, methods of
raising some crops, war techniques, words, a wikidre and racial infusions
are among the most obvious general contributionth@findians to their white
conguerors. But as the settlers pushed steadilimaes, they became a threat to
the Indian way of life, and Indians and whites lmeeaenemies. The year of
1622 marked the beginning of the century-long c¢onhfbetween the Native
Americans and the white settlers.

Early colonists worked to maintain good relationthwhe Indians.William Penn,
armes extendednade his first treaty with the Indians in 1682s Fir dealings
helped the colony of Pensylvania grow and prodpenn’s Treaty with
the Indians (1771), an oil painting on canvas byjBmin West

The slogan ‘The only good Indian is a dead Indamas used for more
than 200 years. The motive for the genocide agdinesinative peoples was to
dispossess them of their land and resources agdttdd of people who could
not be exploited. The means were varied and indud# only outright mass
extermination, but also slavery, bounty-huntingasmg for profit), massacre of
women and children, the assassination of leadeethdy European-introduced
diseases, the forced relocation of peoples. By 18@0ndians had been reduced
to about 250,000.
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To the Europeans the American continent was knawthé even 11
century. The Vikings from Scandinavia visited Noftimerica in the year 1000.
The eastern part of North America was discoveredheyViking Leif Ericson
and called Vinland (An OIld Saga tells that his nieand there a lot of grape
vines and grapes). But their settlement was nah@eent and soon the Vikings
left and the name became forgotten.
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Columbus’s voyages to the New World

To European colonization the country was openedhbyfirst voyage of
Columbus, an Italian navigator employed by the &beking and queen, and the
later explorations of John Cabot and Jacques Ca@ielumbus died in 1506
believing that he had sailed to an unknown lanthénFar East. Other Europeans
called this unexplored area the New World. The nAmerica is given in honour
of another Italian navigator — Amerigo Vespuccisplacci claimed that he made
voyages to the New World for Spain and Portugairiyeqgg in 1497.

The discovery of the existence of America cause@\e of excitement in
Europe. To many Europeans, the New World offergolodpnities for wealth,
power, and adventure. Christian clergymen werereaggpread their religion to
the Indians. Before long, Europeans from severahtces sailed across the
Atlantic Ocean to explore America and set up trggiasts and colonies.

During the 1500s, the Spanish, moved into whabis the Southeastern
and Western United States. They took control ofiéféoand of the land west of
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the Mississippi River. In 1565, the Spanish foun8edAugustine in Florida, the
oldest permanent settlement established by Eurspaamhat is now the United
States.

The English and French began exploring easternhNarerica about
1500. After 1600, they began establishing permaseittiements there. The first
permanent English colony Jamestown was establishdd07 in Virginia, it
was called in honour of King James |. The Dutclor(frHolland) organized a
colony in 1609 (New Amsterdam) on Manhattan Island.

The first permanent settlement established by Bhglolonists in America was Jamestown
founded in 1607 in what became the colony of Viigifhe first leader of the colony was
Captain John Smith. The first representative legise in America, the House of Burgesses,
met in Jamestown in 161Betail of an oil painting on canvas (1857) by SydHKéng

An important landmark in the colonization of Nortmerica was the
arrival of the Pilgrim Fathers in 1620 on the famahip — the Mayflower. The
Pilgrim Fathers were Separatists in England, or bemof the radical wing of
the Puritan movement, who were persecuted in tbauntry because of the
opposition to the Church of England, Britain’s oiéil church, and who were
looking for a new land where they could worship threir own way. On
September 6, 1620 102 men sailed away from Plymaiter two months of
voyage they landed in America, at a place now daleovince Town (in the
modern state of Massachusetts). This territoryraslitionally called ‘New
England’. It was here that the Pilgrims establistieeir colony — Plymouth
Colony — the second permanent British settlemenilanth America. Before
anyone went ashore the Pilgrims signed the soecMiayflower Compact — the
first modern example of a system of government.ofdnig to this Compact
they declared that they would establish a colonytr@nprinciples of equality.
They also elected the first governor Deacon Cavyarame.
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The sturdy houses built by the Pilgrims protectezidettlers from the harsh New England
winters. During the summers, vegetables were rarséte small gardens near the houses

Settlers spreading out from Massachusetts founded three other
colonies in New England. Connecticut was firstledtin 1633 and became a
colony in 1636. Rhode Island was established in61&3 became a colony in
1647. New Hampshire, first settled in 1623, becamelony in 1680.

In 1634 the first Maryland settlement was establistby the English

—-."] : THE i3 000L0MIER

The thirteen colonies in 17
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Roman Catholics who were
persecuted in England and who
tried to find a place where
Catholics could enjoy freedom.

In 1638, the Swedes
established a trading post and
settlement called New Sweden in
present-day Delaware and southern
New Jersey. The Dutch claimed
New Sweden in 1655. But in 1664
the British took over New Sweden.

In 1681 Pennsylvania, which
used to be Swedish land since
1643, became the proprietors of
England.

In 1663, king Charles Il gave
the land between Virginia and
Florida called Carolina to eight
English properties. In 1712 the
region was divided into two colonies



North Carolina and South Carolina. The southernitbimé of Carolina remained
largely unsettled until 1733, when the state ofrGeovas founded there.

Besides the British there were other colonists frotiner countries of
Europe: from France, Holland, Germany. The Fremthesl large tracks of land
on the territory of Canada and central region ef ¢bntinent, calling the area
Louisiana in honour of Louis XIV of France. The Dltterritory of New
Amsterdam was seized by the English in 1664 an@dmed New York in
honour of the Duke of York, brother of the Englikmg to whom it was
presented.

Great Britain and France had struggled for contsbleastern North
America throughout the colonial period. As theittlsenents moved inland, both
nations claimed the vast territory between the Aggaan Mountains and the
Mississippi River. The struggle led to the outbreékhe French and Indian War
in 1754.

The British won the war, and, under the Treaty afi$?of 1763, France
relinquished all of Canada, the Great Lakes andviississippi upper valley to
the British. Britain also received Florida from 8pan 1763. As a result,
Britain’s rule in North America became much strange
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BRITAIN'S STRUGGLE AGAINST THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES

In the colonies Negro slave labour was widely usespecially in the
South on the cotton and tobacco plantations. In Wgaethe emerging
bourgeoisie obtained great wealth by exploitingzesléabour and robbing the
native population, the Indians, and seizing thamds. In the northern colonies
which were rich in material and natural resouraadyistry and trade developed
rapidly. Here the land was cultivated mainly bynars.

Cotton plantations sprang up throughout the Sauthe 1800s. Cotton became so
important to the Southern economy that people @¢dlie crop ‘King Cotton.” Many
whites used black slaves to work in their fielde¥lelaimed that labour was vital to the
South’s economybDetail of A cotton Plantation on the Mississipp88Y4), a Currier
and lves lithograph based on a painting by W.A.\&falk

After the French and Indian War Britain had to fimdys to strengthen its
control over its enlarged American territory. Alsbe war had nearly doubled
its national debt. George Ill, who had become kmfigsreat Britain in 1760,
instructed the British Parliament to establish peB to solve these problems.
Parliament soon began passing laws that restrinefreedom of the American
colonists, taxed them, or both.

In 1764, Parliament passed the Sugar Act. In 1A85Stamp Act taxing
such things as newspapers, legal documents and ptimed matter in the
colonies was introduced. In response to this tax d¢blonists organized a
widespread boycott of British goods and later repn¢atives of nine colonies
met in the Stamp Act Congress to consider joinbacigainst Britain.

Although Great Britain repealed the Stamp Act, ottex laws were
imposed, and in addition, Britain tightened its ttohover the colonies by
setting up special courts to deal with smuggles bydstationing troops in
America, which led to rioting in Boston (Boston Masre). In 1770, Britain
repealed all the taxes, except for the tax on Thaee years later, Parliament
reduced the tax on tea sold by the East India Cagmpa British firm. The
British actions offended the colonists in two wayéey reaffirmed Britain’s
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right to tax the colonists and gave the East Ii@banpany an unfair advantage
in the tea trade.

Aroused by the loss of the tea trade colonial tradiegan to fight for
independence. In ports up and down the Atlanticsitagents of the East India
Company were forced to resign and new shipmentsaoivere either returned to
England or warehoused. On the night of DecemberlI83 a group of angry
colonists dressed as Indians boarded the thressiBships lying an anchor in
the Boston harbour and dumped their tea cargo timtowater. This event is
known as ‘the Boston tea party.

This engraving of the Boston Tea Party was madsdifzaniel Currier in 1846
It is believed that the Tea Party, which resulte@40 chests of East India tea being
dumped into Boston harbour, was organised by thréop&eader, Samuel Adams

To punish the colonies, especially Boston, theiriParliament passed a
series of restrictive laws in 1774, that the cdatscalled the ‘Intolerable Acts’.
One of these laws closed the port of Boston uhtl tea was paid for — the
action that threatened the very life of the city, to prevent Boston from having
access to the sea meant economic disaster. Arlatlieequired the colonists to
house and feed British soldiers. In response tsethéntolerable Acts’ a
congress representing all colonies — the Contih€udagress — was organised in
Philadelphia on September 5, 1774 to decide on wseoof action. The
Continental Congress called for a boycott of alde with Great Britain. The
assembly of representatives of the colonies ap@daléhe king of England to
abolish the restrictions on trade and industry esgliested that the colonies
shouldn’t be taxed without their consent. The kiegcted the appeal. Open war
began in 1775 and ended in 1783.
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WAR OF INDEPENDENCE AND THE FORMATION OF THE USA

George Washington (1732-1799), a rich planter frdinginia, was
appointed commander-in-chief of the army of theslelonies. In the spring of
1776, colonial troops drove the British from Bostddn July 4, 1776 the
Continental Congress adopted the Declaration oépeddence which declared
the independence of the 13 American colonies froitaid. It also proclaimed
‘that all men are created equal, that they are weddy the Creator with certain
unalienable Rights that among these are Life, typ@nd the Pursuit of

Happiness'. But these rights did not apply to tlegides for the Declaration did
not abolish slavery.

The vote for independence from Great Britain tolaice on July 2, 1776. On July 4, the Second
Continental Congress officially adopted the Dedlaraof Independence, and the United States
of America was bornCongress Voting Independendegun late 1700syn oil painting
on canvas by Robert Edge Pine and Edward Savage

The War of Independence was a difficult war. At theginning victory
was not on the side of the colonists, they expeddrvery serious hardships and
defeats but eventually the course of the war chéiimgé&avour of the Americans.

The year 1777 proved to be the turning point inwlae. The first major
defeat of the British took place at Saratoga, NewkY where American forces
under general Horatio Gates surrounded the Britisbps. On October 17,
1777, Burgoyne, the British general surrenderecinsy.

After Britain’s defeat at Saratoga, France saw gpoaunity to seriously
weaken its ancient enemy and restore the balanpewér upset by the Seven
Years’ War (the French and Indian War). On Februirnt778, America and
France signed a Treaty of Amity and Commerce inctvifirance recognized
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America and offered trade concessions. They alpoesi a Treaty of Alliance,
which stipulated that if France entered the waithee country would lay down
its arms until America won its independence, thetther country would
conclude peace with Britain without the consenttred other. In June, 1778
British ships fired on French vessels, and the ¢auantries went to war. In 1779
Spain, hoping to reacquire territories taken bytdmi in the Seven Years’ War
entered the conflict on the side of France, butasadn ally of the Americans. In
1780 Britain declared war on the Dutch, who hadtiooed to trade with the
Americans. The combination of these European powessa far greater threat
to Britain than the American colonies standing alon

The war dragged on until Lord Cornwallis, the Bhticommander, was
trapped at Yorktown, Virginia, by Washington, wh@seerican troops were aided
by French forces. After a brief battle, on Octob@r1781, Cornwallis surrendered.
The war officially ended with the signing of the=ity of Paris in 1783. The Treaty
recognized American independence and Americanist rig all land from the
Mississippi River to the Atlantic Ocean between &kmnand Florida.
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The United States after the revolution extendenhftioe Atlantic Ocean to the Mississippi river.
British territory lay to the north, and Spanistritery to the west and south
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With independence the 13 colonies became states then Continental
Congress became the government of the United Statek/87 the American
Constitution was drawn up in Philadelphia, whichhwits 26 amendments is in
force at the present time. In 1788 George Washmgtas elected the first
president of the United States. John Adams wasegld@be first Vice-President.
In 1800 the American Government moved from Philaltiel to Washington,
which is in the special district of Columbia (item’t belong to any of the states).

EXPANSION OF THE USA IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 19 ™
CENTURY AND THE GROWING CONFRONTATION
BETWEEN THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH

In the 19th century the USA continued to expandatstory. In 1803 the
western boundary of the United States was extetwléte Rocky Mountains by
the purchase of Louisiana from Napoleon in 1803iarkB40 the Oregon region
in the north-west. In 1818 the USA troops underghegext of pursuing Indians
who were defending their rights invaded Florida andupied it (only afterwards
the Americans formally bought it from Spain). Texasich was an independent
republic was invaded by the US troops and includéal the United States in
1845. The border with Canada was determined in H#PR1846. In 1848 after
invading Mexico the United States took possessionNew Mexico and
California. A great gold rush resulted from thecdigery of gold in California in
1848, which in its turn furthered the intensiveotatation of the West.

Two streams of colonists flowed west — the richnfges of the South with
their slaves and poor people who hoped to acquatetaof land to set up a farm.
The latter had no money to buy land so they saizexd their own. These people
came to be known as ‘squatters’. They united iugscand defended with arms
the land they had seized. They clashed with plantethe South who did not
allow farmers to acquire plots. European migrattiseted by the possibility to
settle on ‘free’ land continued to arrive in gre@ammbers: from 1787 to 1914
about 35 million Europeans migrated to North Americ

In 1867 Americans bought Alaska from Russia. MosteAicans were
either indifferent to or indignant at this actiog Becretary of State, William
Seward, and Alaska was widely referred to as ‘Sdwdfolly’ and ‘Seward’s
Icebox’. But 30 years later, when gold was discedeon Alaska’s Klondike
River, thousands of Americans headed north and ra&them settled in Alaska
permanently. When Alaska became the 49th stat®%®,1it replaced Texas as
the largest state in the Union.
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Americans moved westward by the thousands duriegénly 1800s.Hardy pioneers
piled all their belongings into covered wagons aeadout to find new homes in the west.
The push westward continued until the nation dteddrom coast to coast.

Prairie Scene: Mirage (1837), a water colour byratf Jacob Miller
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By the middle of the 19th century only the vastaamd Kansas and
Nebraska in the very center of the country, renthinkabited by Red Indians.

In 1854 Congress permitted the settlement of
American citizens on this territory and soon it ve&gsupied
by thousands of settlers. The planters wanted terfansas
a slave-owning state but the farmers and othelesgtivere
against it. After fierce war the farmers of Kansase forced
to yield to the slave-owners who were supportettdyps of
the central government. The conflict in Kansas apréo
other territories leading to greater antagonisnwbkenh the
John Brown (1855) industrial North developing rapidly on the prin@plof free

labour and the agrarian South based on slave laboaB59

the armed struggle continued in Virginia. Here, ndJdrown, an antislavery
fanatic, who had captured and killed five proslgvsettlers in Kansas three
years before, led a group of followers in an attackthe federal arsenal at
Harper’s Ferry (in what is now the state of Wesfgifiia). Brown’s goal was to
use the weapons seized to lead a slave uprisingr Af/o days of fighting,
Brown and his surviving men were captured. LatémJBrown was hanged for
treason. He became a symbol of the depth of thehN&wuth split.

In 1854, during the period of the struggle in Kanda& Republican Party
was formed. This new party was composed of nordrerand westerners who
from the southern viewpoint, stood for only onenthi— opposition to the
extension of slavery. Abraham Lincoln of lllinoissdame the Republican
candidate for President in 1860.

Abraham Lincoln (1809 — 1865) was the son of a poor
farmer, a settler of Kentucky. His father couldeven read.
The Lincolns were very friendly to the Negroes isavhy
they were disliked by the rich neighbours. Theyevarced
to leave Kentucky and move to the West. In his lyout
Lincoln changed many professions: he was a clegstore;

a raftsman on the Mississippi River. He learnedhisrown
and passed his law examinations. In 1848 he wagedle
Abraham Lincoln  member of Congress. His speeches against slaveg the

(1860 most popular in the United States. Here is thdicitarom
his speech made in 1856: ‘“You can fool all the peepme of the time, and some
of the people all the time, but you can't fooltak people all the time'.

The Democratic Party began to function at the enithe 18" century. At
that time it was a broad coalition of farmers, th@or people of towns and
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planters of the South. All these different peoptravagainst the rich bourgeoisie
of the North. It became structurally organized ngrthe election campaign of
1828 and received its present name in the early@&che 18 century.

CIVIL WAR (1861-1865) BETWEEN THE NORTH
AND THE SOUTH AND ITS HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

In 1860 the Republican Party won the presidentedt®ns and Abraham
Lincoln became president of the USA. Lincoln hadned a reputation as an
opponent of slavery, and his election was unacbépta the South. Southerners
feared the new President would end or restrictesiavAlarmed by this prospect
on December 20, 1860 South Carolina seceded franutinon. Georgia,
Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, Louisiana, and Texsson followed. The
seceding States formed a separate nation, the (xmate States of America. In
the spring of 1861, Virginia, Tennessee, North aap and Arkansas joined
the Confederacy. They had their own president Gal®avis from the State of
Mississippi, government and army. The Civil War &eg
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The Civil War (1861 — 1865) split the nation inteot parts — the Confederacy
and the Union. The Confederacy was made up ofatéssthat withdrew
from the Union in 1860 and 1861
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The American Civil War began on April 12, 1861 wh€onfederate
forces in Charleston, South Carolina, fired on defal fort, Fort Sumter, in
Charleston harbour. The main cause of the war tva®tonomic and political
contradictions between the industrial states ofNloeth and the slave-owning
states of the South. It was an armed struggledarep, for the victory of one of
the existing social systems. Slavery stood in tlay wf the developing US
capitalism, and it had to be abolished.

In 1862, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclaamativhich from
January 1, 1863, set free ‘all persons held agslaxthin any state’. It helped to
make the slaves available for the Union (FederaihyA So by the end of the
war 186,000 coloured troops had joined the UniomyAr

Each side entered the war with high hopes for &y g&tory. In material
resources the North enjoyed a decided advantagstaB3 with a population of
22 million were arrayed against 11 states inhaldig® million. The industrial
superiority of the North exceeded even its prepomtEe in population,
providing it with abundant facilities for manufaghg arms and ammunition,
clothing and other suppliers. Similarly, the netkaf railways in the North
enhanced federal military prospects.

The South had certain advantages as well. The mgsbrtant was
geography; the South was fighting a defensive wait® own territory. The
South also had a stronger military tradition andrenexperienced military
leaders.

The first large battle of the war, at Bull Run,
Virginia, near Washington stripped away any illuso
that victory would be quick and easy. For the fyrsars
the South would often win the battle, but not thar.w
July 1863 proved to be the turning point for theiddn
forces. In July, 1863 one of the bloodiest battdéshe
American Civil War was fought at Gettysburg. Thétlea
lasted for three days and ended with the Uniorowct
General Ulysses S. Grant Southerners, however, stubbornly resisted the
commandedthe Union o ther forces until on April 3, 1865 Richmondg th
armies at the end of the ] )

Civil War capital of the Confederacy was captured by the nio

commander General Ulysses S. Grant. Six days tater
April 9, 1865, General Robert E. Lee — the commawndi¢he Confederate Army
— surrendered to General Grant at Appomattox igiMia. The last Confederate
troops surrendered on May 26.
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A week after Appomattox, President Lincoln was radieg a play at
Ford’s Theatre in Washington, when he was assdeginay a southern
sympathizer, actor John Wilkes Booth. Andrew Johrisecame the president of
the USA.

The main result of the victory of the North in tkavil War was the
restoration of the American Union under the pditisupremacy of the big
bourgeoisie of the North. Though slavery was ahelis the Negroes were
downtrodden and deprived of elementary rights,etioee their struggle against
race discrimination continued. The victory of therth contributed to the further
development of the working class movement: in tha$e of the war many trade
unions were formed, in some states the workers amwB8-hour working day. In
1866 the National Workers’ union was formed. Themdstead Act opened
western lands to settlement. The Civil War was aurgp@ois-democratic
revolution. With the help of the farmers and woskére big bourgeoisie of the
North crushed the planters and slaveholders oSthéh and established its own
political domination. Capitalism began to make daprogress in the USA. The
American Civil War was a world-historic event whiehhanced the development
of the USA and contributed to the making of mod&nmerica.
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IT ISINTERESTING TO KNOW

THE MAN WHO DISCOVERED THE NEW WORLD

Columbus takes new possession of the new countisary of Congress

Every event in the eventful life of Christopher @obus is of supreme interest. He
was born in Genoa and at the age of 14 he wenedo-sa red-haired, sunburnt boy with
bright blue eyes. He saw foreign countries, henlethre art of navigation, of charting the seas
and drawing maps. In 1474, he left Genoa for Patiugmous throughout the world for its
recent discoveries. He wanted to learn all he cablout these discoveries and made voyages
to Guinea, Madeira and Porto Santa.

Columbus became a recognized seaman of distindiitnmhe was obsessed by a plan
of reaching India sailing westward instead of theeyvy Africa. He proposed his idea to the
King of Portugal and then to the King and QueerSpéin giving his reasons for thinking
there was an unknown land to the west. But hismeehwas laughed at and he had to wait for
eleven long years till the Queen of Spain got edexd in the expedition. She even declared
she would sell her jewels to provide the necessagns. Columbus was created Admiral of
the Ocean in all the lands he might discover. Thager was now forty-six; his red hair had
become grey with waiting for the possibility of ligang his great scheme.

On August 3, 1492, the little fleet of three shgasled north from SpairNo one ever
expected to see them again. Day after day thesdsiailsearch of an unknown land till at last on
the evening of October 11th a light was seen glinmgen the distance; when the sun rose the
shores of land could be seen. It was an islandnwtater on Columbus named San Salvador.

Columbus thought he had discovered a new way tdnithes, he never knew he had
discovered a new continent. When he came to Spaiwas met like a royal person. Yet his
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triumph did not last long. His next two voyages evéull of hardships and ruined his health.
Columbus died friendless and penniless on the @&lstay, 1506 and his end was unnoticed
as though it had been the death of some unknowor.sslery soon his contemporaries no
longer knew even the dates of his discoveries. Bgroiman gave the name to the new world
that Columbus had found - Amerigo Vespucci, a Florne pilot who made several voyages
to the West, reaching the mainland of the yet umknoontinent.

HONOUR FOR THE DISCOVERERS OF AMERICA

While Norse sagas suggest that Viking sailors epldhe Atlantic coast of North
America down as far as the Bahamas, some peopkdesrsuch claims to be unproven. Yet
in 1963, the ruins of some Norse houses dating ftbenend of the 10th century were
discovered at L'Anse-aux-Meadows in northern Newttband. The remains of a thousand-
year old Viking village support at least some @ thaims the Norse sagas make.

According to the Viking sagas, Leif Ericson, thens Eiric the Red, found the land
of North America, and many people feel that he thasdiscoverer of America. In the United
States, October 9 is officially Leif Ericson Dayn @his day, Norwegian-Americans have
special dinners and ceremonies. These are to hamiuEricson and the hardy Vikings who
found America nearly five hundred years before @Guddus.

As for Columbus, who is generally recognized asdiseoverer of America, he is also
honoured on a special day. Columbus Day is celetiran the second Monday of October in
commemoration of his voyage that made America kntoathe people of Europe.

THE HISTORY OF NEW YORK

In 1524, Giovanni da Verrazano, an ltalian, sailingthe service of the King of
France, tried to find a western route to India. $aded his ship along the eastern coast of
North America and on the way found a very pleagdate within two hills, between which
flowed to the sea a very great river which was \agp in the mouth. He was afraid to go
into the river on his ship, so he used a small bmaail into the bay. Verrazano was the first
white man who visited the bay of New York.

However, the real discovery of New York was madl @am 1609. Henry Hudson, an
English adventurer, employed by the Dutch Eastar@dbmpany, also tried to find a western
route to India. In his small vessel, the Half Mobe,was able to sail up the river which now
bears his name. He brought trinkets and fire-aorthe Indians, and the Indians would bring
him valuable furs. Hudson sent home reports ofdigsovery, of the bay and of the valuable
furs. Several rich Dutch merchants sent ships ¢oHbhdson River, and a new Dutch West
India Company was established. In 1624 the Dutgh Sew Netherland brought thirty Dutch
families to the mouth of the Hudson River. The remlony was called New Netherland. This
first colony was not on Manhattan Island, where phesent city of New York stands, but
higher up on the Hudson River.

In 1626 a new governor of the colony came, andnduthe summer of that year he
bought Manhattan Island from Indians. The islan@éreha huge city was to stand was bought
for trinkets valued at 24 dollars. A fort was buh the island, and the new town was named
New Amsterdam.

The next governor's attitude towards the Indians wach that a war against the
Indians began in 1643. It ended only several yiedes.

The last and ablest Dutch governor was Peter StayweHe was an old man with a
wooden leg. He established the first police argl laws and built a wall which enabled him to
protect the city against the Indians. The wallaimmg the present Wall Street and gave it its name.
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But one should remember that the English also hatt tolonies in North America.
The English governor did not like this Dutch colomlgich lay between New England and the
southern English colonies, and controlled the pabfe fur trade.

That is why, in 1664, King Charles Il gave to hiether, Duke of York, all the land
between the Connecticut River and the Delaware Bay.

The Duke’s ships appeared in the bay. The defeoséew Amsterdam were poor
and the Dutch had to surrender the fort on Manhdgknd. Towards the end of that year,
1664, New Amsterdam became New York.

THE ERECTION OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY

The centennial celebration of the Declaration afeljpendence (in 1879) in the US
gave Edouard de Laboulaye, a French writer on Asaarhistory and life, an opportunity to
propose the erection of a memorial to commemorhge dlliance of the two countries.

; Auguste Bartholdi, a young French sculptor, was
-1; selected to plan and execute the memorial. After
- his first visit to New York he decided to erect a
1 colossal statue of liberty upon one of the islands
in the harbour.
' Acting on this suggestion, the French
, began in 1875 to raise funds for the construction
J :: e of such a statue. The task proved to be greater
than had been expected and the statue was not
completed in Paris until July 4, 1884. Meanwhile,
an American committee was raising funds for the
construction of the pedestal. The money was
secured in 1886. After the statue had been
dismantled in Paris, it was shipped to New York
aboard a French ship to be reassembled in New
York Harbour.

Incoming and outgoing ships pass near it -
the figure of a woman who has just reached her
freedom. Grasping a burning torch in her right
gl At hand and in her left holding a book of law

i ¢ ..+ Inscribed July 4, 1776 she is represented as

| breaking the shackles lying at her feet.
P The statue is forty-six metres high — not
. 3 counting the pedestal it stands on. The pedestal
.4 jtself is also about forty-six metres. The hollaw i
E— “ the crown on the head of the Statue of Liberty is
Libertv. New Yo so large that people can stand in it.

Y
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The Statue of
THE BIRTH OF A NEW NATION

More than 370 years ago people were leaving EngfandAmerica. Many were
thinking of that world in the west where land wdsnpiful and easy to be had. A new spirit
was on English soil — a desire for peace and fgreat liberty of mind and conscience, a
hatred of oppression, a faith in honest industyt &part from the beautiful stories of life in
America, one of the main reasons for leaving Ergjlaas religious persecution at home.

Some religious people — the Puritans — wanted flrmethe Church of England and
King James | saw them as a danger, so the Putarespersecuted by his men. One group of
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35 men — separatists from the Church of Englan@ldddo emigrate first to Holland, and later
in July 1620 they sailed in thdayfloweramong the first 102 colonists who wanted to cross
over the Atlantic and set up a colony in Americefind there civil and religious freedom.

The Mayflower I, a replika of the ship that brougihe Pilgrims to America in 1620.
Source: Ply mouth Plantation

After a long voyage they landed in America, atacplnow called Province Town. On
Christmas Day, 1620, they started building a vélatpen they elected a governor. The village
was called New Plymouth, the first permanent settiet in New England.

More immigrants followed to join the original Pilgr Fathers and more supplies were
brought. At first the relations between the coltmiand the Indian people were good. The
Indians were friendly and they helped the whitdleest Then the latter began treating the
Indians badly, seizing their land and killing the@nce the colonists called a conference with
the Indians, murdered their leaders and thus éstteol themselves as masters.

Historians say that New Plymouth was often visibgdNorth American Indians who
could only say ‘Yengeeze’ instead of ‘English’. Hislgmen were called ‘Yankees’ and since
that time ‘Yankee’ has been a nickname for an Aoaeri During the Civil War in the 1860s
the word ‘Yankees’ was used to denote the Northerne

On July 4, 1776 a group of immigrants representiegthirteen British colonies on the
Atlantic coast of North America, which had beerabBshed during the previous century and
a half, signed a document saying that these cdomnere free and independent. The colonies
decided that they could no longer regard themsedhgesubjects to the British Crown. The
colonists had many genuine grievances and finalllgmkKing George Ill and his Government
in London ordered them to pay heavy taxes on tehpaper they revolted and declared
themselves independent. Thus, the United StatAsefica was founded.

The famous Declaration of Independence from Britisle was signed in a building
(Independence Hall) in Philadelphia, Pennsylva@ia.that building one can see the famous
Liberty Bell which told the happy people outsidatth new nation had been born.
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN - ONE OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS
‘Where liberty dwells, there is my country’.
B. Franklin

Benjamin Franklin, printer, author, scientist atatesman,
has been called the first Americarbrary of Congress

Benjamin Franklin (1706 — 1790), American printaathor, scientist, statesman and
diplomat, was born in Boston, Massachusetts, inftoa family. He learned to read at a very
early age, probably taught by his father, who destihim for the Church and sent him at
eight years to a grammar school. But the expenseedrtoo great, and at the age of ten
Benjamin began to work in his father's little s&qop. Disliking this, he was apprenticed at
twelve years to his half-brother, James, a prirBenjamin read whatever book he could lay
his hands upon, and by 1722 he was writing litleag's of his own on various topics.

Constant reading made Franklin one of the most addcmen of his time. His
activities were varied. In the 1740s he experimeiote electricity and invented the lightning-
rod for the protection of buildings. In the 1750su#klin was sent to Britain to defend the
interests of the American Colonies before the #hitiParliament. During the War of
Independence he helped to frame the Declarationdafpendence (1776). That same year he
was sent to France, where he enlisted French fwlghe American Colonies and later
negotiated peace with Britain (1783). After the Watndependence Franklin was chosen as
a member of the Convention to frame the Constitutibthe United States (1787).

Franklin's literary activities began in 1733 wiltetissuing oPoor Richard's Almanac
which continued to appear for about 25 years. Tima@ac was a combination of a calendar,
a miniature encyclopedia, and a moral counseltaroted the holidays, the dates of the fairs
and the court sessions, and it contained jokesnppeecipes and sayings.

In 1771 Franklin began writinflhe Autobiographyut it was not completed and was
published after his death. This outstanding litgratork combines practicality, common
sense, and optimistic faith in the abilities of vperson who can rely on his own industry
and strength.

B. Franklin was an enlightener and most of his wake written in the form of moral
and philosophical parables. He also wrote a Igiaditical and satirical pamphlets defending
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the rights of all men, including the Negroes and bhdians. These topics were especially
important in the history of American literature.sHpamphletOn the Slave Tradé1790)
became his political testament. The anti-slavergratter of the pamphlet inspired the
abolitionists fight until the Civil War.

Franklin put his ideas into practice opening thstfipublic library and founding
several clubs and societies, among them the Juntn @e first society of self-education and
enlightenment and the society for the abolitioslalery.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN'S SAYINGS

Do you know that almost all Franklin's writings lsing the traditions of
Enlightenment include practical words of advicetiie people? Though not always original
they are written in simple and humorous manner. Wainthem, in one form or another, are
still quoted today. Here are some of his famousggy

# He that can have patience can have what he will.

# Even peace may be purchased at too high a price.

# A word to the wise is enough.

# He that falls in love with himself will have nivals.

# There never was a good war, or a bad peace.

# All things are easy to industry.

# Being uneducated is not as dishonorable as hgiwgling to learn.
# He that cannot obey, cannot command.

# A lie stands on one leg, truth on two.

# The worst wheel of the cart makes the most noise.

# A spoonful of honey will catch more flies thagallon of vinegar.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
‘Those who deny freedom to others deserve it ndhéonselves.’
A. Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln, the sixteenth President of thetethiStates, was born on a farm in
Kentucky, on February 12, 1809. Abraham’s fathedenais living by farming and by
working, from time to time, as a carpenter. His heotdied when he was only nine years old.

Lincoln had no more than a year’s formal educathlost, in that time he managed to
learn reading, writing and arithmetic.

As a young man, Abraham had many jobs, some oflwimeolved him in journeys
down the Mississippi where he could see auctiondNedro slaves. Just at that time he
became opposed to the idea of slavery. On hisrdétom one of these trips Lincoln became a
storekeeper's clerk in the village of New Salem.

Having time on his hands, the young man beganuilysHis friends encouraged him
to take up politics and he offered himself as alaate for the State Legislature (Government
of the State). He was defeated in 1832 but two sydater his election campaign was
successful and he was elected to the lllinois Statgslature.

Between 1847 and 1849, Lincoln was a Congressmaen in 1849, he was offered
the governorship of Oregon which he accepted. & imal854 that he delivered the speech
that made him famous. It was on the subject ofeslavHe expressed his views clearly and
firmly: slavery should be abolished.

Lincoln was now beginning to rise in the politieabrid. In 1859 he was adopted as
the Republican candidate for the presidency, ariB60 he became the sixteenth President of
the United States.
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In November 1864, Lincoln was re-elected Presidemd the following January
Congress passed the Thirteenth Amendment to theti@dion, abolishing slavery.

The American Civil War (1861-1865) ended in May 38®ut the peace which
followed was not a lasting triumph for Presidemdoln. He did not see victory, though he
was certain it was coming.

On April 14, 1865, he went to the theatre in Wagton. John Booth, an actor who
was an agent of the slave-owners and their alidbe Northern states, managed to enter the
box in which the President was sitting and shotain in the head.

The unconscious Lincoln was carried to a houselyehut the doctors could do little.
He lived for several hours after the shooting, hedlied next morning.

WHAT IS IN A NICKNAME?

Abraham Lincoln had many nicknames. As a young rargoln and a friend of his
borrowed money to buy a store. After only a few thenthe store went out of business. Then
Lincoln’s friend died. Lincoln worked long and hal pay back all the money himself. He
finally did. This helped earn him the nickname ‘léshAbe’.

Another of Lincoln’s nicknames was ‘RailsplitteiThis nickname recalled the days
when, as a young man, Lincoln had split logs to efakice rails.

Abraham Lincoln was against slavery. During theilGWar, one reason of which was
slavery, President Lincoln issued a law freeinghddick people living under Confederate
control. Because of this action, Lincoln gained thiekname ‘The Great Emancipator’,
meaning ‘one who sets people free from slavery’.

HERO OF THE SOUTH

Robert E. Lee was one of the greatest generall tin@. He is also one of the best-
loved men in the South. During the war of 1861-1866 commanded an army for the South.
His men loved, trusted, and respected him. Eveaghdnis army was outnumbered, Lee won
many battles.

Shortly before the end of the war, Lee was made=@din-
Chief of all the Southern armies. But it was toeld here was no
way the South could win. On April 9, 1865, Lee Vimzed to give
up. Seated on his famous horse, Traveller, Leessaall farewell to
his soldiers.

After the war, Lee did his best to bring the peoplethe
North and South together again. He wanted Southetoeaccept
being beaten and rebuild their lives. ‘Make younsd@mericans,’
he said.

Lee spent his remaining years as president of \Wgism

General Robert E.  coliege in Lexington, Virginia. After he died, tellege was renamed
Lee was the briliiant \y5shington and Lee University in his honor. Leebisied in the
commander of the college chapel. Sometimes called ‘The Shrine oSiigth’, the chapel
Confederate armic . . >
is visited by thousands of people each year.

On Stone Mountain, near the city of Atlanta, Geargiere is a huge carving of three
men on horses. One is Lee, riding his horse Traxellhe others are Jackson, Lee’s finest
general, and Jefferson Davis, president of theltontstates.

Lee’s birthday, January 19, is a holiday in moattSern states.
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PROGRESS QUESTIONS

1. Why is the history of the USA interesting?

2. Who were the people living in North America befBuropean settlement? Where
did they come from? When?

3. How did they contribute to world culture?

4. Why did the war between the Indians and theendgttlers begin?

5. How many Native Americans live in the USA today?

6. Did the Europeans know about the New World logigre Columbus made his first
voyage in 14927

7. Name the first European settlements in Northriagae

8. Who are the Pilgrim Fathers?

9. Why is the year of 1620 so important in the ¥8hy?

10. What is the Mayflower Compact?

11. Briefly describe the establishment of the fi#American colonies.

12. Briefly describe the struggle for American emy between Britain, France and
Holland.

13. How did Britain try to control its enlarged Arean territory?

14. How did the American colonies respond to tlaenptAct?

15. What happened on December 16, 17737

16. What laws did the British Parliament pass taiph the colonies?

17. When did the First Continental Congress (the@ess of representatives of the
colonies) meet and what did it do?

18. When did the War of Independence begin and dideih end?

19. Who was appointed commander of the Americayarm

20. When was the Declaration of Independence ad@ptéhat did it proclaim?

21. When was the first major defeat of the Brissimy in the War of Independence?

22. How did it influence the course of the war?

23. What did the war end with?

24. When did Washington become the capital of thA?2J

25. What territories did the USA buy in 18037

26. Who did Florida first belong to?

27. When did Texas become the US largest state?

28. What territories did the USA take possessian @B48?

29. How did the discovery of gold in Californiairnce the further expansion of the USA?

30. Why did the colonization of the new territofessd to bitter clashes in the country?

31. When were the Republican and Democratic paftesmed? Whose interests did
they represent?

32. Who was John Brown?

33. Why did the 11 states secede from the Unid8&0-1861?

34. When did the Civil War begin? What were itsotyes?

35. What important document was issued in 18627 #idvt contribute to the victory
of the North?

36. Name the first, the bloodiest and the lastlesitf the Civil War.

37. What were the names of the famous generalseaidrthern and southern armies
in the Civil War?

38. What happened on April 14, 18657

39. How did the victory of the North contributethe development of the USA?

Project

Write an essay (500-600 words) about the sixte®mésident of the United States,
Abraham Lincoln.
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SEMINAR 3

Short historical survey of
the United States of America
(from the days of early colonization to the Civil War /1861-1865/)

1. Give a survey of the colonization of North Anceriin the 16-18"
centuries.

2. Speak on Britain’s struggle against the deveklpnof the American
colonies.

3. Speak on the War of Independence and the fawmaftithe USA.

4. Dwell on the expansion of the USA in the firsiftof the 19" century
and the growing confrontation between the North thwedSouth.

5. Speak on the Civil War and its historical sigrahce.

QuUIZ

1. Apart from the matter of __ , the Civil War agosut of both the economic and
political rivalry between the agrarian ____ and timglustrial ___.

2. The armies of General __ and especially __ distinction as the best and

scored decisive victories at the fronts.

3. During the War of Independence the main batlsveen the two sides took place in
1781 at ____ when Washington with the aid of Frefocbes defeated the British army headed
by General .

4. 1twas ___ __ , the son of Eiric the Red, wh@98 reach the south shore of the
land known now under the name of New England.

5.1t was the Liberty Bell, a symbol of the Amemid@evolution (- ), that in
Independence Hall, then called the PennsylvanigdeSt#@use, rang out the news that the
of _ had been adopted. That was on July 4, 1776.

6. One of the important events preceding the sgnoi the Declaration of
Independence was the . On December_16about 50 Boston working men
disguised as Indians threw the contents of 342 tshef tea, belonging to the
Company into the water of Boston harbour. It wagratest against British ___ on tea and
against the monopoly grantedthe _ Company.

7. The colonial period of the nation’s history coeat 169 years, from __ to 1776.
During this time, 13 colonies formed a narrow stalpng the __ coast of North America.
Most of them began as ____ colonies. The Netherlands ___ also established colonies in the
area, inwhatarenow | New Jersey, and \Deala.

8. Another major expansion of the United Statek folace in ___, when President
Thomas Jefferson authorized the purchase of masedand between the  River and the
____Mountains from ____. This acquisition, called th _ Purchase, led to further exploration
of the West.

9. At the start of the Civil War, Lincoln’s goal svdo preserve the Union. But as
battlefield casualties mounted, he decided thatterogoal — the emancipation of the slaves —
was necessary to justify the cost of the war. Onudey 1, Lincolnissuedthe __ which
declared ___ for slaves in all areas of the ___t tirare still in rebellion against the Union.

10. Abraham Lincoln died less than a week aftergganRobert E. Lee’s surrender.
Vice President _ became President.
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CHAPTER IV. AMERICAN SCHOOLING

LECTURE 4
CONTROL OF EDUCATION

The United States does not have a national systénedacation.
Education is considered to be a matter for the lgeopeach state. Although
there is a federal Department of Education, undertnited States Constitution
it has no power to make laws in the field of edwratlts function is merely to
gather information, to advize, and to help financertain educational
programmes. Education Americans say, IS ‘a natiooahcern, a state
responsibility, and a local function’. Since thenStitution does not state that
education is a responsibility of the federal goveent, all educational matters
are left to the individual states. Each state hBeard of Education (usually 3 to
9 members elected by the public or appointed bygthesrnor), not subject to
federal control. State laws determine the age ahpdsory education, the
length of the school year, the way in which teaslt#trall be certified and many
of the courses which must be taught. As a resatth ®f the 50 state legislatures
Is free to determine its own system for its ownljuschool.

There is, then, a very large amount of local cdntno1986, an average of
50 % of the funds for elementary and secondary acuct came from state
sources, 43 % from local funds, and only about 6frén the federal
government. Here there are great differences amiteg states. In New
Hampshire more than 80 % of the costs were paiah fimcal funds, while in
California, on the other hand, the state paid ntfoae 85 % of the costs.

With so much local control there is some degreeuoiformity of
education provided in different parts of the USA&chuse state and national
accrediting agencies insist that certain standafusuld be maintained and
certain things be taught.

There are a great many city-or county-owned schootdleges and
universities, and many are supported by the stategeneral, colleges and
universities, whether state or private, are quree fto determine their own
individual standards, admissions, and graduatigonirements. Both schools and
universities have self-governing groups, associatior boards (made up of
individual citizens elected from each community)ath'accredit’, that is, certify
schools and universities as meeting certain mininstandards. Yet membership
in such groups is voluntary and they have no @ffigjovernmental status.

The major result of this unusual situation is ttiare is an enormous
amount of variety and flexibility in elementary, ceadary, and higher
(university) education throughout the nation. Fraraple, although all states
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today require that children should attend schodl arcertain age, it varies from
16 to 17 (in Maine, New Mexico, North Dakota anchiPgylvania) and 18 (in
Nevada, Ohio, Oklahoma and Utah).

Because local and state taxes support the puldticots, there are also
significant differences in the quality of educati@ommunities and states that
are able or willing to pay more for schools, builgs, materials, and teachers
almost always have better educational systemsttiase that cannot or do not.
Attempts by the federal government to provide sgdands to poorer areas and
schools districts have helped to some degree,heubasic differences remain.
Also some Americans are worried that more federp ftould lead to less
independence and local control of their schools.

On the other hand, local control of the schoolsdlss meant that there is
a great deal of flexibility. There is much opportyrto experiment and to fit
programmes to local wishes and needs. Typicallgallbigh schools will offer
courses of study which they feel best reflect tlstiidents’ needs. Students at
the same school will commonly be taking coursedifierent areas. Some might
be following pre-university programmes, with an é@agis on those academic
subjects which are required for college work. Gtheright well be taking
coursework which prepares them for vocational @hmécal positions. Still
others might enroll in a general programme comlgidlements of the academic
and vocational. The range of courses availableigh Bchools throughout the
USA is enormous, including everything from compsiter elementary schools
to car design and construction in the vocationagpgmmes.

What makes American education at the secondary sevdifferent from
most other countries is that all such programméwetier academic, technical,
or practical, are generally taught, under one rddfe American school is
therefore best seen as if it were a combinaticallahe various types of schools
which are usually separated and kept in separal@dirigs in other countries. As
often as possible, too, handicapped children attdred same schools that
everyone else does. Although most high school stsden America are
following different ‘tracks’, or courses of studmericans feel that they should
be together as long as possible. They feel thalests pursuing different
educational goals should learn together and theledoy to get along together.
A common error in comparing American secondary atdao with that of other
countries, therefore, is to compare all Americaghhschool students with only
the small proportion of students — usually theeekt who attend higher
secondary schools in, for instance, European cesntAn American high
school includes all of the students within the ggmup, not just those with the
highest academic achievements or interests.
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ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

Each fall almost 50
million young Americans walk
through the doorways of abot
100,000 elementary an
secondary schools for the ste

Do bl

Mastar's

of a new school year. The your SRR

people fill classrooms afte

leaving the kindergartens (K

and continue to study up to tr d-year Callege

12" grade (the term ‘grade’ i Jarior o

used instead of the words ‘Clas s “Gorege Age

or ‘form’). They attend classe - "

for an average of five hours Serior

day, five days a week until th " o Combined | Serwet | [

beginning of the following *" Sehos i 15

summer. The United States h. " il i i

the shortest school year in th g 8-3) pring 5

world, an average of 180 days. ... Schoot | % i
About 85 % of American e TRy ?“;_j .

students attend public schoo g

(schools supported b o o

American taxpayers). The othe "] “**# o

15 % attend private schools fc 3+ S A - ¥

which their families choose t o |

pay special attendance fee ,

Four out of five private school:

in the United States are run t k]| knaerganen i

churches, synagogues or oth Mursarny School - 4

religious groups. In sucl - 3

schools, religious teachings are The United States Educational Structure

a part of the curriculum, which
also includes the traditional academic courseseafling, mathematics, history,
geography and science. (Religious instruction tggnen in public schools.)
American schoolchildren pass through two main stagé school
education on their way to get a high school diploifiaey attend elementary
school and then the secondary school. Elementagm{mar) and secondary
(high) schools are organized on one of two basghkt gears of elementary and
four years of secondary school, or six years ahelg#ary three years of junior
high school and three years of senior high school.
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Although there is no national curriculum in the tédi States, certain
subjects are taught in all K to 12 systems actossountry.

The programme of studies in almost every elemensahool includes
arithmetic (sometimes elementary algebra or plaangetry in upper grades);
language arts (a subject that includes readingnigpa, composition, literature);
penmanship; science; social studies (a subjectirtichtdes history, geography,
citizenship and economics); music; art; and physechcation. And in some
cases, a second language (other than English)fesedfin upper elementary
grades.

Most secondary schools offer the same ‘core’ ofuimegl subjects:
English, mathematics, science, social studies agdigal education. But school
boards differ greatly from one district to anothrethe amount of class time they
want high school students to spend on these babjeds. In high school the
subjects studied in elementary school are dedit wigreater detail and in more
advanced form. High school students study 4-5 n®jbjects a year.

STUDENT A STUDENT B
ath Grade Sth Grade
General Sclence General Scence
Algebra Algebra
Clvics Warld Geography

Developmental Reading
Elpclive, Band
Physical Education

10th Grade

Binlogy

Plane Gaomalry
Social Studies
Composiion
Elective, Band
Physical Education

11th Grade

Elective Health Education
Elactive Intdustolal &rts |
Survey al Lileratlure
Elective Band

Study Hall

Physical Education

12ih Grade

Elective: Industrial Arts 1l
.nI'I-'IE'”'.EI'I G{“ﬂ‘r“”lﬂﬂ[
Elective: Public Speaking
Eloctive: Bang

Study Hall

Physical Education

Coamposiltion
Elective: Spanish |
Physical Educalion

10th Grade

Biology

Plane Gaomalry

W ld History
Survey of Literature
Elective. Spanish [l
Physical Educalion

11th Grade

Elactivi Chemistry

Elective: Adyanced Algebra
Amarican Histary

Amarican Literature

Elective Computer Programiming
Prysical Educalion

121h Grade

Elective: Advanced Chamistry

Eilgctive: Solid Geometry and Trigonomalry
Elective: Problems of Democracy

Elmctive: English Literatura

Elective; Spanish Literatura

Physical Education

Two representative high school schedules



In the United States the usu
requirements for high school graduation
about 18 ‘units’ of course work. A hig
school ‘unit’ is equal to about 120 hours
classes in one subject (three hours a we:
Students who plan to attend college ne
over 20 units.

Students are guided by scho
counselors in choosing electives (subje
not necessary for everybody), which cj?
range from specialized academic t
vocational subjects. For example, higi
schools offer more than one year of math, sciemcktlae other core subjects.
After they complete the required units in theseecareas students can take
additional units as electives.

Elective courses vary from school
school. Some high schools specialize
particular types of subjects — busing
education, or industrial trades or foreig
languages, for example. A student plann
to be a physician would want to attend
school offering many electives in scienc
Another student who plans to start to wq]
after leaving school would pay mo
attention to get practical knowledge a
develop practical skills.

Pupils who do not do well often ha
to repeat courses, or have to have spe
tutoring, usually done in and by th
schools. Many schools also suppc Students at The Julia Rlchman ngh
summer classes, where students can m School in New York City rehearse a
play about black leader Malkolm X.
up for failed courses or even take ext..
courses.

An important part of high school life is what islled extracurricular
activities. The student is free to join a chorumd or school orchestra; enter the
debating team, or participate in sports of all kirad well as a variety of social
activities.

High school graduates
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HIGHER EDUCATION

Americans place high value on higher education. @uhore than three
million students who graduate from high school egedwr, about one million go
on for ‘higher education’. About 12 million studertdurrently attend schools of
higher education.

It is not easy to enter a college at a leadingersity in the United States.
Such a college might receive applications from 2®tigh school graduates,
and then accept only one out of every ten who a@plecessful applicants at
such colleges are usually chosen on the basis of:

a) their high school records;

b) recommendations from their high school teachers;

c) the impression they make during interviews atuhiversity;

d) their scores on the Scholastic Aptitude testsTE.

There is no national system of higher educatiorthe United States.
Instead, there are about 3,000 separate instigitrauding:

1) the university, which may contain

a) several colleges for undergraduate studentsngeakbachelor’'s (four-
year) degree and

b) one or more graduate schools for those contyhum specialized
studies beyond the bachelor’s degree to obtainsdams or a doctoral degree;

2) the four-year undergraduate institution — thbege — most of which
are not part of a university;

3) the technical training institution, at which higchool graduates may
take courses ranging from six months to four y@aduration and learn a wide
variety of technical skills, from hair styling thugh business accounting to
computer programming;

4) and the two-year or community college, from vihstudents may enter
many professions or may transfer to four-year geléeor universities.

They may be small or large; rural or urban; religicor secular; highly
selective or open to all; private or public.

Students have to pay to go to both private andeStaiversities. Of the
nation’'s nearly 1,900 four-year institutions of ey learning, 1,200 are
privately controlled. Private universities are gallg smaller but very
expensive. Tuition fees for attending the univgrsiiooks for classes, and
dormitory costs are high. Every young person whiersna higher educational
institution can get financial assistance. If a siitdoorrows money from special
funds, he should repay it with interest after h@shes his education. Needy
students are awarded grants which they do not tavepay. Scholarships are
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given when a student is doing exceptionally wel&tool. Some students take
part-time jobs in the evenings and at weekendsersthook for summer
employment to pay for their studies.

Cost of Studving at the University of Yermont, Fall 1989

Vermont Residents Gt of State
b BT LG (I R Sy e R S R, ) | L5825
Comprehensive Fees [inclodingi......onn 5162 5162
Librury Bond Fee. 522 Athletic Bond Fee, 324
Health Service Fee 576 Stodent Cender Fee 511:

Buslent Activities Fee 520

Dormitory Boom  (Triple). e 2005 U405
[ Boubie, 41243 Single, 51430 Larpe Single, 31554

Meals (Minimal plan}.........omnena. BOEG 268G
IAverpe plan, STTL Full, 5812,

Tiotal, [or Bl SemIESIED o cerssroessesrres rronaree BHH0H L7668

Minimum COSl Per YOAT......cociiccirnns B 1330 515,330
ol inelading trasvel, bosks, o bealil insusmee

There is no clear distinction in terms of quality education offered
between the institutions which are publicly or ptely funded. However this is
not to say that all institutions enjoy equal pgstnor that there are no material
differences among them. The factors determiningtiadrean institution is one
of the best, or one of lower prestige, are: qualftyeaching faculty and research
facilities; amount of funding available for libras, special programmes, etc.,
and how selective the institution can be in chapdi students (the competence
and number of applicants for admission). The umsities with the highest
reputation are: California University, Catholic Weisity of America, Cornell
University, Harvard University, John Hopkins Unisity, Columbia University,
Yale University. The best-known of all is Harvaradhitkersity, Massachusetts,
which was founded in 1636.

The academic year is usually nine months, or twoest¢ers of 4 and a
half month each. Studies usually begin in Septerabdrend in July. There are
summer classes for those who want to improve thdeg or take up additional
courses. The methods of instruction in the unitiesiare lectures, discussions
and work in laboratory. During the first two yeaas most colleges and
universities students usually follow general cosrsethe arts or sciences and
then choose a major — the subject or area of fudigvhich they concentrate.
During one semester (term) a student will study foufive different subjects.
The students’ progress is controlled through oralitten tests, term or course
papers and a final examination in each course. gadiof a student’s work in a
course is given a mark which helps to determinefinesl grade. A student’s
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record consists of his grade in each course. Goliggdes are usually on a five-
point scale: A — the highest mark, equal to 5 miBt=4; C=3;D=2;EorF

means failure. The points make it possible to dateuthe GPA (grade point

average). Normally, a minimum GPA of 3, 5 pointsnexessary to continue
their studies at the college or university andradgate.

There are no final examinations and students receigegree if they have
collected enough credits in a particular subjecte @Qundred and twenty credits
are necessary in order to receive a degree atntheo®efour years of college.
Credits are earned by attending lectures (or lalssels) and by successfully
completing assignments and examinations. One cigdisually equal to one
hour of class per week in a single course, a tloreelit course in biology could
involve two hours of lectures plus one hour in eiesce lab, every week. A
course may last 10 to 16 weeks — the length oéméster’.

American universities and colleges are usually tbas a separate
complex, called ‘campus’, with teaching blocksrdibes, dormitories, and many
other facilities grouped together on one site,rofb@ the outskirts of the city.
Some universities are comprised of many campuses.

Students who study at a university or four-yealegd are known as
undergraduates. Those who have received a degeredayears of studies are
known as graduates. They may continue with thanties and research work for
another two years as graduates in order to get ghehi degree. The
undergraduate students who study for four yearsalled as follows:

a) the first-year student is called a freshman;

b) the second-year student is called a sophomore;

c) the third-year student is known as a junior;

d) the fourth-year student — a senior.

STANDARDS

Standardized examinations play a decisive rolelmbost every level of
education, especially in the admission to collesyes universities. There are two
widely used and nationally-administered standadlizests for high school
students who wish to attend a college or universige is SAT (Scholastic
Aptitude Test), which attempts to measure aptitudegrbal and mathematical
fields necessary for college work. The other is &@T (American College
Testing programme), which attempts to measuresskilEnglish, mathematics,
and the social and natural sciences. Both testgiaes at specific dates and
locations throughout the United States by non-profion-governmental
organizations. The tests are used by universisegandards for comparison but
are not in any way ‘official’.
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Each year, the SAT is taken by some two millionhhgghool students.
One million of these students are in their lastryefhigh school. Another
million are in their next-to-last year. The ACT, rmocommonly taken in the
western part of the United States, is taken eaeln g another million high
school students.

Similar testing programmes exist at higher levalsvall. Someone who
has already finished four-years of university andgh&s to go to a law or
medical school is also required to take standaddiests. These tests have been
agreed upon by the various law and medical sctaualsare administered nation
wide at scheduled times. Like the SAT or ACT, the=sts are not official or
governmentally controlled.

Other examinations are however official and usugliyte difficult. For
example, even after someone has studied for maang yad earned a medical
degree from a university, this still doesn’'t me&iatthe or she can begin to
practise in the USA. The individual states reqstik further examinations.

IT ISINTERESTING TO KNOW

Colleges and Universities of the United States

A 1726 engraving of the ‘Colleges in Cambridge’ @¥hlater became Harvard University

A short time after the first colonists came to ttegritory which we now call
Massachusetts, the General Court of Massachuseitie e first contribution for Harvard
College. It was in 1636. This school later becanesfamous Harvard University. It is the oldest
university in the United States. It was named indw of John Harvard, who died in 1638. This
man left his library and half of his property t@thniversity. People knew that the future of the
new country depended on education. And after th@bkshment of Harvard they began to
establish other schools. In 1776 the Americansaded!their independence. By this time nine
other institutions were opened. Their present nanedshe dates of their opening are:

College of William and Mar{1693)

Yale University(1707)

Princeton University{1746)
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Washington and Lee Universit}/749)

Columbia Universityf1754)

University of Pennsylvani@l755)

Brown University(1764)

Rutgers Colleg€1766)

Dartmouth Collegg1770).

Some of the money for the educational institutioame from the government, but
most of it came from people who felt that by givithggir money they were investing in the
new country. People believed that the new countsded colleges. They voted for their state
governments to organize colleges which would bestpd by taxes. These are called state
universities and they are playing leading rolethmworld of education in America. By 1894
all states had such universities. The Universitiafhigan which first opened as a school in
Detroit in 1817 became a state university in 18#Ten Michigan became a state.

In the early 1800s most people thought that only steuld attend college. But other
people felt certain that women too must be educddedne of them thought that the best
would be to have co-educated colleges. Others titailngit there must be separate colleges
for men and women. Oberlin College, which was fatdn 1833, was the first co-
educational school. Mount Holyoke was founded i87.8t was the first school for women.
Other schools for women ar&/assar (1821), Wells (1868), Wellesley (1871). In 1870
Michigan, lllinois, Missouri; California began tamit women to state universities. Now all
public universities admit women. Even many privaten’s colleges are beginning to admit
women. So the ideas about American education anegthg.

PROGRESS QUESTIONS

1. How is control of Education in the United Stabeganized?

2. What does the phrase ‘Education is a nationalceon, a state responsibility and a
local function’ mean?

3. What functions does the Federal Department oicBtion have?

4. What role in the educational system of the U&#hd states play?

5. How is education financed?

6. Who do educational institutions belong to? WhwtmIs public schools?

7. Is there any uniformity in the organization andricula of American schools?

8. What are the advantages and disadvantages af émntrol over education?

9. What is the compulsory school age in the majaritthe states?

10. How many grades are there in American elemgraad secondary schools?

11. What subjects does the curriculum of elemergealngol include?

12. What does the high school prepare young pdophe

13. What are the required basic subjects at a sgagnschool?

14. What certificate do high school students getrafraduating from high school?

15. What are ‘electives’? How do elective courséferdfrom school to school?

16. What are the usual requirements for high sclgoatiuation?

17.1s the quality of education higher in privatehsols as compared with public
schools? If so why?

18. What differs American public schools from Bhtones?

19. What activities are sponsored by the schodidatits academic programme?

20. What are American colleges and universitiepetied by?

21. What are the conditions which every applicantsivknow to enter a college of
higher education?
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22. What higher education institutions are ther¢ha USA?

23. How are students helped to pay for their edoo&t

24. How many subjects do they study a term?

25. What is the difference between ‘majors’ andcales’?

26. How is students’ progress controlled?

27. How are they assessed?

28. Why do most students study at public institstiof higher education?

29. Why does a student have to earn a certain nuofteredits’?

30. What is GPA?

31. What is a ‘campus’?

32. What does the prestige of a university or galdepend on?

33. How long does a student have to study to redbier BA or BS?

34. What standardized tests within the Americanesyof education do you know?
Why do they play such an important role?

Project

1. Suppose you are a supporter of better compreélereducation. Write a short
speech stating your arguments (300 — 350 words).

2. You are in favour of a more selective educali@yatem. Write down arguments
supporting your view (300 — 350 words).

SEMINAR 4

AMERICAN SCHOOLING

1. Speak on the way control of education in the lkSérganized?

2. Dwell on elementary and secondary educatioherniSA.

3. Dwell on higher education in the USA.

4. Speak on standardized tests within the Amersyatem of education.

QuUIZ

1. Formal education in the United States is dividlei various stages or levels that
follow one another somewhat like the rungs of alead___ education is the first rung of the

educational ladder. It is followed by  education education, and __ education.
Ordinarily, students complete one stage before toeyinue to the next.

2. School attendance is __ (required) in everytestd hirty-two states require
attendance through age ___, nine states and thei®isf Columbia through age ___, eight
states through age ___, and one state through age _

3. education, is generally designed for chitdre  years of age and younger. Its
chief aim is to develop the habits, attitudes gkillissthat provide readiness for school

4. Pre-elementary schools are of two main type$: (1 and (2) __ . Most

schools are designed for children 3 or 4 years @lde children learn to get along in a group
supervised by a teacher. They are encouraged tesseelings and ideas through building,

dancing, drawing, playing, singing, and speaking. are intended mainly for __ and 6-
year-olds. They offer more advanced activities ttlamost __ schools.

5. At 6 years of age children begin the first yer _ school, which is called 1
or first __ (the second year is * 2, etc.). At school the emphasis is placed on the
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basic skills (___, , and __ ) though theeganprinciple throughout the American
school system is that children should be helped andouraged to develop their own
particular interests.

6. A traditional elementary school is divided into_or __ grades. Children of about
the same ___ are usually in the same grade. They imeéhe same classroom with the same
____during most or all of the day.

7. Secondary education in the United States igebponsibility of _ and __ high

schools. Most ____ high schools include grades hrough _ . Most junior high school
graduates attend a____-year____high school, whictsistéof grades___through____ .

8. Most high schools offer both  and _ couofestudy. These schools are called
comprehensive high schools. Students who planrtbneee their education after graduating
from high school will probably take a ___, or cgle_ course of study. If they intend to get
a job immediately after graduation, they may chaamse course of study.

9. Education is not mentioned in the Constitutiemmg though there is __ department
of education, the matter is left to individual .

10. The local school ___ decides which coursecangpulsory.

11. In order to receive the high school _ necgssamost states to get into college,

students must accumulate a minimum number of _hichvare awarded for the successful
completion of each one- or half-year course. Sttgldoping to be admitted to the more
famous universities require far more than the mummnumber of __ and must also have
good  (the mark given on the basis of coursekvamd a written examination).

activity (such as playing for one of the schoop®rss teams) is also very important in the
American school system and is taken into consiaerdy colleges and employers.

12. There are about 3,000 and ___, both __ andin the USA. They are all
independent, offering there own ___ of studiesingetheir own __ standards and deciding
which students meet those standards. The greagdgoresstige of the university, the higher the
____and ___ required.

13. The terms ‘college’ and ‘university’ are oftesed interchangeably as ‘college’ is
used to refer to all undergraduate education and tbur-year undergraduate programme,
leadingto a s degree, can be followed at eitwdlege or university. Universities tend to
be larger than colleges and also have __ schodisrev students can receive -
education.

14. During the first two years students usuallyoi@l general courses in the arts or
sciences and then choose a ___ (the subject orafrstudies in which they concentrate - the
other subjects are called minors). (with grgdese awarded for the successful
completion of each course. These credits are dft@msferable, so students who have not
done well in high school can choose a junior cadldgr __ college), which offers a -
year transfer programme preparing students for @eggranting institutions. ___ colleges
also offer __ -year courses of a __ nature, legdio technical and semi-professional
occupations, such as journalist.
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CHAPTER V. POLITICAL SYSTEM

LECTURE 5
CONSTITUTION OF THE USA

The USA is a federation of the states which wasbdished by the
Constitution in 1787.

The Constitution of the USA is a relatively briedadiment, listing the set
of rules, laws and regulations which provide thacpical norms regulating the
work of the Government. The document embodied thigigal theories of the
Founding Fathers (39 representatives of the states signed the final
document), who represented the interests of alggeu class, as the great
majority of those who formulated the Constitution,
were men of property. Formulating the constitutio
provisions the Founding Fathers pursued three m
political objectives: to stop further developmerit
the revolution, to found a strong state on t
federative lines, and to reliably guard and guaan
the right of private ownership, as well as the dira
of enterprise. Their chief assumption was thatgtev
property was the backbone of liberty. Thus a
attempt on private property is an attempt on lijpe
itself, and if so then a democracy that advoca
redistribution of private property negates libeifie
rich plantation owner and slave-holder from Virgini
James Madison, who put forward this principle
known to be the ‘Father of the Constitution’ pretys
for this reason’.

The United States of America first operated undeagreement called the
Articles of Confederation (1781). Unfortunatelyjsthoose agreement among
the states failed as a governing document for thieed States because the states
did not cooperate as expected. When it came tinpayowages to the national
army or the war debt to France, some states refiessedntribute. To cure this
weakness, the congress asked each state to sehebatd to a convention. The
so-called Constitutional Convention met in Philpiéh in May, 1787 with
George Washington presiding.

The delegates struck a balance between those whi@dva strong central
government and those who did not. The resultingtengdan, or Constitution,
set up a system in which some powers were giveindaational, or federal,

The statue of James Madi:
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government, while others were reserved for theestathe Constitution divided
the national government into three parts, or brascthe legislative (Congress),
the executive (headed by the president), and theiah (federal courts). Called
‘separation of powers’ this division gives each nata certain duties and
substantial independence from the others. It alsesgeach branch some
authority over the others through a system of ‘€beand balances’. Here are a
few examples of how checks and balances work icticea

— If Congress passes a proposed law, or ‘bill't tha president considers
unwise, he can veto it. That means that the bitldad unless two-thirds of the
members of both the House and the Senate vote &@ot ah despite the
president’s veto.

— If Congress passes and the president signs, #éhews challenged in
the federal courts as contrary to the Constitutiba,courts can nullify that law.

— The president has the power to make treaties etithr nations and to
make appointments to federal positions, includingggeships. The Senate,
however, must approve all treaties and confirmaihygointments before they can
go into effect.

“"Remember, gentlemen, we aren't here just to draft a
constitution. We're here to draft the best darned

constirtion in the world

The Constitution written in Philadelphia in 1787utbnot go into effect
until it was ratified by a majority of citizens it least 9 of the then 13 U.S.
states. During this ratification process, misgigngrose. Many citizens felt
uneasy because the document failed to explicithargntee the rights of
individuals. The desired language was added in t@naments to the
Constitution, collectively known as the Bill of Rits.
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Checks and Balances
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The Bill of Rights guarantees Americans freedonsméech, of religion,
and of the press. They have the right to assembjaublic places, to protest
government actions, and to demand change. Theaeright to own firearms.
Because of the Bill of Rights, neither police offis nor soldiers can stop and
search a person without a good reason. Nor candbakch a person’s home
without permission from a court to do so. The BflRights guarantees a speedy
trial to anyone accused of a crime. The trial ningsby jury if requested, and the
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accused person must be allowed representatioldwyer and to call withesses
to speak for him or her. Cruel and unusual punistine forbidden. With the
addition of the Bill of Rights, the Constitution svaatified by all 13 states and
went into effect in 1789.

THE BILL OF RIGHT=

The first 10 amendments to the Conatitution and their purpose

Protections alforded fundamental dghts and feeedoms

Amendment I: Fresdom of religion, speech, press, and assembly; the
right o petition the government,

Prolections agalnst arbitrary military action

Amendment 2: Right to beer arms nnd maintain stpte militia
{ National Guward).
Amendmenid ;. Troope may nod be quartered in homes in peacetime.

Amerndment 4 Nounreasonahle sparches or selzures.

Amendment §;  Grand jury indictment required io progecute a person for
g seripus crime, No "double jeopardy™ — being tried twice
For the same offence. Farcing 8 porsen Lo beatify agalnst
himaekf or hersell prohibited. Mo lo=s of 1ife, liberky ar
property withoul due proceas,

Amendment 6 Right to apesdy, public, impartial trial with defenss coun-
med; and right o oross-Sxamine wilnesses.

Amendmend 72 Jury trinls bn clvil gnite where valus peerpeds 20 dollars,

Amerdment & Mo exepssive balkl or fines, no eroel and anasasl punish-
meEta.

Peateetions of states”rights and unnamed righis of the people.

Amendment 8 Unlieted righis pre nol necegearily ceniod.
Amendmant 10 Powaers not delegoted to the United States or
danied to stotes nre reserved to the stabes or to the

peaple.

Since then, 17 other amendments have been addéugk tGonstitution.
Perhaps the most important of these are the Thitieend Fourteenth, which
outlaw slavery and guarantee all citizens equalegtmn of the laws, and the
Nineteenth, which gives women the right to vote.

The Constitution can be amended in either of twysw&ongress can
propose an amendment, provided that two-thirdshef hembers of both the
House and the Senate vote in favour of it. Or dggslatures of two-thirds of the
states can call a convention to propose amendm@itis second method has
never been used.) In either case a proposed amehdimes not go into effect
until ratified by three-fourths of the states.

The Constitution consists of the Preamble, sevénles each of which
includes a number of sections and 26 amendments.

The Preamble to the Constitution: ‘in order to foammore perfect union,
establish justice, insure domestic tranquilityvme for the common defense, promote
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the general welfare, and secure the Blessingsoeftlyito ourselves and our Posterity,
do ordain and establish this Constitution for tingedl States of America’.

The first article is devoted to the Legislative pmow structure and
functioning of Congress. The second article is tlsydo the executive power,
election and major functions of the President. el article is devoted to the
judicial power, structure of court system, the ®upe Court. The fourth article
describes relations between the states and therdteg@devernment. The fifth
article envisages the method of proposing and atpmmendments to the
Constitution. The sixth article deals with genguadvisions and proclaims the
Constitution, federal laws and international tremtof the USA the ‘supreme
law’ of the country. The article also holds that religious test shall be required
as a qualification to any office or public trusten the US’. The seventh article
describes the procedure of the ratification of@oastitution.

Each state has its own Constitution, government igcdwn capital
city.The state constitutions have a similar strigst@and, as a rule, include the
following sections: preamble, the Bill of Rightsiffsage and elections, division
of powers, legislative power, executive power, ¢iglipower, taxes and finance,
local organs of power, education, etc. However,esaoifmthe state constitutions
contain articles dealing with labour relations, Itreaservice, agriculture,
administrative division, etc.

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

The supreme legislative power in
the USA is implemented by the U.S.
Congress which consists of two
chambers or houses playing roughly
equal roles in lawmaking — the Senate _
(the upper house) and the House o e
Representatives (the lower house). It{ i : |
residence is on Capitol Hill, in the centerjis
of Washington, D.C. Each state has it
own government, following the
Washington pattern — State Assembli- g 116 of Representatives meets in the
or Legislatures with two chambers. left wing of the Capitol, and the Senate

The main task of Congress is t occupies the right wing. Before a site was

i selected for a new national capital and the
make laws. The US Constitution als government buildings were constructed

gives Congress the power to Impo: there, Congress met in the former County
taxes, to make rules for trade wit Courthouse in Philadelot
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foreign countries and between states, to coin moteyrganize the Armed
Forces, to declare war, etc. Another power posddsg€ongress is the right to
propose amendments to the Constitution wheneveisthiwds of both Houses
shall consider it necessary.

Under the Constitution, the US Senate has someatpeavers, not given
to the House of Representatives. The Senate apprave@isapproves major
Presidential appointments of such high officials awbassadors, Cabinet
members, and federal judges. The Senate mustati§g by a two-thirds vote,
treaties between the USA and foreign countries.

The House of Representatives has a special powés @wn. Only a
member of the House can introduce a bill to raismewy, but it must also be
passed by the Senate before it can become a law.

Under the U.S. Constitution, the House of Repredemis may bring
charges against the President in impeachment mogsefor high crimes and
misdemeanours, who is then tried by the SenateoAthirds vote in the Senate
IS necessary for conviction. It is a method prodider getting rid of officials
who cannot be dismissed: presidents, vice-presdamd all civil office holders
of the United States.

The membership in the Senate reached 100 in 1989 Wawaii became
the 50" state and remains unchanged today. Each statewmassenators,
regardless of population. To be eligible for th@&e, a person must be at least
30 years old, a citizen of the USA for nine yeard a resident of the state from
which he is elected. Senators are elected to sknmve term of six years.
Although Congressional elections take place ewsnyyears, only one-third of
the Senate is re-elected (two Senators from thee sstate never finish their
terms at the same time).

The individual seats in the Senate are numberednodets sit in the
western part of the chamber — on the Vice-Pressleight. Republicans sit on
his left. The Vice-President presides over the feaad conducts debates. He is
not a member of the chamber over which he presiddshe sometimes is not a
member of the party in power. From among its owrmimership the Senate
chooses a presiding officer known as the Presigemtempore (the President
pro tem), who acts when the Vice-President is albsewhen he succeeds to the
Presidency. He is usually the senior Senator ofthprity party.

Members of the House of Representatives are elestexy two years for
two-year terms. They represent the population ohgressional districts’ into
which each state is divided. The number of digtristdetermined by a census,
which is conducted every 10 years. The number gfréentatives from each
state is based upon its population. The most pogustates are allowed more
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representatives than the smaller ones, some otwiage only one. In all, there
are 435 representatives in the House.

A Representative must be at least 25 years ofaateS. citizen for seven
years and live in the state from which he is elc@ongressmen of the House
of Representatives do not have individual seatstrdgition Democrats sit on
the Speaker’s right, Republicans — on his left. Bpeaker presides over the
House, he conducts debates. The Speaker, likeitteeRrfesident in the Senate,
may vote, but usually he does not do it, exceptase of a tie-vote. When the
House meets, the Speaker calls the members to andethe Sergeant-at-Arms
places the mace (the symbol of authority) on theéepw@al near the Speaker’s
platform. Then the Chaplain reads prayers. Whemagyber wants to speak he
Is to stand up and to address himself to the Speake

Members of the House of Representatives take tte oa
of office in the House chambers in the Capitolanuary, 1989

Votes are taken in American Congress in four deifiéways. Usually the
Speaker or the Vice-President says, ‘As many asnafavour say ‘Aye!’ and
then ‘As many as are opposed say ‘No!" In most gdises enough. But if there
is doubt those in favour are asked to stand uplagare counted. The Speaker
or the Vice-President does the counting in his dlemmand announces the result.
If there is still doubt, two tellers are appoint@they take their place at the head
of the central aisle. All Congressmen in favouthe proposition walk between
them and are counted, then those opposed do the. §dra fourth way is the
roll-call, where the names of all Congressmen atted out and they answer
‘Aye’ or ‘No’.

A new Congress lasts for two years, commencingamoidry, 3 each odd-
numbered year and is divided into two sessionsth&l435 Representatives and
the 100 Senators seldom appear on the floor inHibnese chamber or in the
Senate chamber, unless they are called in to wrterfagainst a bill. Usually
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only a few Congressmen can be seen in the apptepciaambers chatting,
reading their mail, paying little attention to amgomaking a speech.

The legislative work of Congress is done largely itsy members in
committee meetings. Here bills are studied, expems consulted, and
recommendations are made to the whole House onté&eértzere are, at present,
19 standing committees in the House and 16 in #at® as well as several
select committees. In addition, there are four ditam joint committees of the
two Houses, with oversight responsibilities butlegislative jurisdiction. The
House may also create select committees or taskddo study specific issues
and report on them to the House. Each committegisdiction is divided into
certain subject matters under the rules of eachselamd all measures affecting
a particular area of the law are referred to thmrodtee with jurisdiction over
that particular subject matter. Among the standiognmittees is a Committee of
Finance, of Foreign Relations, of Agriculture, cdrAnautical Space Science, of
Armed Services, etc.

Almost all the Congressmen are members of the twp bourgeois
parties. Among Representatives more than 40 Yaargelrs (Senators — 62 %).
More than 30 % are businessmen and bankers, wismall number of
journalists, scientists, landowners, a few trad®mmepresentatives. There are
no workers. At least one-third of the Senators he fpresent Senate are
millionaires. Under the pressure of the progressiireles the number of
representatives of racial minorities has grownnéither chamber there is a
representative of American youth, because of tleecagsus for Congressmen.

LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE

The chief function of Congress is the making ofdawhousands of bills
are introduced each Congress but only hundredsnieedaw. All bills not
enacted by the end of the two-year period arecille

To become an Act of Congress a bill must be pabgdabth Houses and
signed by the President. The President, howeverahaht to veto the bill, and
a two-third majority in both Houses is needed terade the President’s veto at
the second hearing.

The enacting clause was prescribed by law in 18dlisidentical in all
bills, whether they originate in the House of Repraatives or in the Senate. A
bill may originate in either house of Congress ssl@ deals with taxes or
spending. The Constitution provides that all rexehills must be introduced in
the House of Representatives. By tradition, spendiils begin there also. This
practice came from England.

There are two types of bills — public and privaiepublic bill is one that
affects the public generally. A bill that affects@ecified individual or a private
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entity rather than the population at large is chfieprivate bill. A typical private
bill is used for relief in matters such as immigratand naturalization and
claims against the United States.

A bill originating in the House of Representativissdesignated by the
letters ‘H.R.” followed by a number that it retainkroughout all its
parliamentary stages. A Senate bill is designatethb letter ‘S.’ followed by
its number.

A representative introduces a bill by sending ithe clerk of the House
or placing it in a box called the hopper. The clexads the title of the bill into
the Congressional Record (the official transcripbth@ proceedings of the U.S.
Congress) in a procedure called the first readiffte Government Printing
Office prints the bill and distributes copies.

The bill is then referred as required by the rubddsthe House to the
appropriate committee or committees by the clettke &ction by committee,
perhaps, is the most important phase of the ldgislarocess as it provides the
most intensive consideration to a proposed measine.committee studies the
bill and if it is found of sufficient importance éhcommittee may set a date for
public hearing to hear testimony from experts dreotinterested people. The
committee then debates the bill and possibly off@ne@ndments. Then a vote is
taken, and if favourable, the bill goes on a caden@ list of bills awaiting
action), of not, the committee may table or ki thill.

The next stage — Consideration by the CommittadeiVhole House (at
least 100 members) — begins with a second readitige dill, the only complete
reading in most cases. The second reading is esdnt-section reading during
which time germane amendments may be offered tectos when it is read.
After any amendments have been added the bilvisnga third reading, by title
only, and put to a voice or roll-call vote. If thél passes by a simple majority
(at least one more than half the votes), it goabadSenate, where it passes the
same stages and may be defeated or passed, witithmut amendments. If
defeated, the bill dies.

Both houses must approve a bill in exactly the storma before it is sent
to the President. If they adopt different versioofs a bill, a conference
committee, made up of members from both house®rmsed to work out the
differences. The revised bill is sent back to datkises for their final approval.
After being certified by the clerk of the house@dngress that originated the
bill and signed by the Speaker and the Vice Presjdéongress sends the
proposed new legislation to the White House forstigration by the President,
who has 10 days — not including Sundays — to sigreto it.

If approving, the President signs the bill, datesand often writes
‘approved’ on it. If disapproved, a bill must beumed to Congress with an
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explanation of the President’s objections for red@ration. The President’s
objections are then read and debated and a roN«t& is taken. If two-thirds in
both houses approve the vetoed bill, the veto esrmden, and it becomes law
despite the veto.

If the President neither signs nor vetoes the within 10 days — not
including Sundays — it automatically becomes adaen without the president’s
signature. However, if Congress has adjourned withose ten days, the bill is
automatically killed; this indirect rejection igbeed a pocket veto.
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The legislative process

POLITICAL PARTIES

Today, there are two major political parties in tHaited States, the
Democratic and the Republican. The Democratic Pawtived from the party
of Thomas Jefferson, formed before 1800. The RegarbParty was established
in the 1850s by Abraham Lincoln and others who sppothe expansion of
slavery into new states then being admitted tdthien.

The Democratic Party is considered to be the mberdl party, and the
Republican, the more conservative. Democrats gbyeriaelieve that
government has an obligation to provide social aoohomic programmes for
those who need them. Republicans are not necgssgpibosed to such
programmes but believe they are too costly to tgersa Republicans put more
emphasis on encouraging private enterprise in tiefothat a strong private
sector makes citizens less dependent on government.

EXECUTIVE BRANCH

The executive power in the USA belongs to the HEesgi and his
Administration. The presidency of the United Stasethe highest governmental
office. The President of the USA is the head ofSkete and the Government, he
Is also the Commander-in-Chief of the US Armed EsrcAdministration’ is a
popular term to identify the executive branch o€ tfederal government,
responsible for administering and executing theslaw
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The White House is the official residence of thedrient
of the United States and also the place whererég®dent works

Constitutional qualifications for the Presidence aelatively simple: the
President must be at least 35, a resident of taetoofor at least 14 years and a
national born citizen.

The 22nd Amendment limited the Presidency to noemtban two terms.
If a president dies or is unable to carry out hiie$, he is succeeded by the
Vice President. Next in the line of succession coineeSpeaker of the House of
Representatives and the President pro tem of that&e

The President has many roles and duties. As ckexfutive, the President
enforces federal laws, directs the preparatiomefféderal budget, and appoints
many high-ranking officials (diplomats, Cabinet niears, federal judges) with
the consent and advice of the Senate. As commandehief of the armed
forces, the President directs foreign and natigealrity affairs (he has a right
to declare a national emergency, to order the tseidear weapons). As chief
diplomat, the President negotiates treaties withelotcountries, receives
diplomats accredited to the United States and camcates directly with the
heads of foreign governments. As legislative leatter President recommends
laws to Congress and works to win their passage.Hiesident may veto bills
approved by Congress and grant pardons for offesgaisst the USA.

The Vice-President of the USA is humorously calless Superfluous
Excellency’, a title suggested in 1789 becausei®idck of power. The Vice-
President presides over the Senate, but his othiegsdare indefinite. The White
House may use the Vice-President as a contact mangthe senators, or he
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may sit at Cabinet meetings and become a sort @érstudy to the President.
The Vice-President tends to be the forgotten maAmérican politics despite
the fact that at any moment he may inherit theiBeesy.

President Bush chairs a cabinet meeting, Noven206¢

The US President is assisted in AdministrationHsy€abinet made up of
the heads of the major executive departments tiracid fully responsible to
the President who appoints them for an indefiniteet Cabinet officials usually
serve during his term. When the President’s sems, it is customary for the
Cabinet to resign, so the new President can app@w chiefs of executive
departments. Among the most important departmerdgsttee Department of
State responsible for American foreign policy, Bepartment of Defence or the
Pentagon, the Department of Justice, the Departme@ommerce, etc. The
State Department ranks ahead of other Departmangseistige and seniority.
The political power of the Secretary of State isosel only to that of the
President. The Secretary of State has the dutyioigtto maintain peace and to
negotiate economic and political treaties. The @etbhas existed continuously
since Washington’s administration, though it is mmbvided for in the
Constitution.

In addition to the executive departments, thereoarr fifty independent
agencies in the federal Government, each one hagartpin duties and
responsibilities, as indicated often by their nanthe Interstate Commerce
Commission, the Farm Credit Administration, the ératl Trade Commission,
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the Labour Relations Board, the Civil Service Cosswn, the Federal
Communications Commission and others. The headdf endependent agency
is directly responsible to the President.

The key-policy making bodies, such as the Natiobaturity Council
(NSC) and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) incorporated in
the Executive Office of the President which supsssi and coordinates the
executive departments. The National Security Cdunan inner cabinet created
in 1947 with the President, the Vice-President, 8exretaries of State and
Defence as its members, is the main center of pignthe US foreign and
military policy. The NSC is often called ‘the supeabinet’. Under some
Administrations there was a growing tendency tdaep the Cabinet by the
NSC. The Office of Management and Budget helps tllarfederal budget. The
OMB also advises the President on proposed lawsregudations, shaping its
recommendations to promote the President’'s goaisth®r key unit, the White
House Office, includes the President's personalesaidpolicy advisers,
speechwriters, and lawyers.

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

According to the Constitution of the USA, all céizs of both sexes over
18 years of age have a right to vote, but in nedlits not so. There are different
demands put to the voters — in some states the waist be a resident of the
state where he votes; he must pay taxes beforagvattc. Thus in reality the
number of voters is much smaller and often eveisahoho can vote do not
participate in the election as they do not wantléal with politics. Americans
do not have to join a political party to vote or® a candidate for public office,
but running for office without the money and cangpaiworkers a party can
provide is difficult.

The President and Vice-President are elected ferma of four years and
can be re-elected for another term, but no longan tthat, since the 22nd
Amendment to the Constitution (1951) limited thedwdent’s term in office.

The national presidential election really consist two separate
campaigns: one is for the nomination of candida&ts national party
conventions. The other is to win the actual electibhe nominating race is a
competition between members of the same party. Taryin a succession of
state primaries and caucuses (which take placedeetWlarch and June). They
try to gain a majority of delegate votes for theational party conventions (in
July or August). The party convention then votesétect the party’s official
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candidate for the Presidency. Then follow severaintms of presidential
campaigns by the candidates, they tour the countgeting people and
delivering speeches. They do everything to ensuppat of the voters at the
elections. The candidates promise to improve livamnditions, to stop the
growth of unemployment, to support disarmament, etc

Sequence of Event in o Pregid entia]l Campeign

| Ceandidsies Announce They Will Run for pmmm_1’

| Sw Primary Elsctions or St Caucnaes | Februsry

o Juno
ﬁnﬁuﬁ.ﬁ‘mﬂnﬂum. ope for each party,| Julyand
Select the Twmn Candidai=y Aoagast
F = " 8
e — epmmber
[Eﬂmpn.":n o Hovember
1
J Yowrs Oo o Pollz, Firal Tueaday
{ Select Elector o the Electonl Collage in Howvembaer

L -
| The Elctond Callege Mests and Vors | December

On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Naweer of the election
year (years divisible by four, e.g. 1988, 1992,6,9Xc.), the voters across the
nation go to the polls to elect electors, individuaho elect President and Vice-
President, as the presidential election is techypiea election of presidential
electors, not of a President directly. (Each swi@ssigned a number of electors
equal to the total of its Senators and Represgatatin the US Congress.) The
electors of all 50 states and the District of Cddan(which is entitled to three
electors) — a total of 538 persons — compose thect&ral College’, though it
never meets as a body. Instead on the first Moadtay the second Wednesday
in December the electors gather in the state dapatad cast their votes for the
candidate with the largest number
of popular votes in their respective
states. Almost all elections in the
United States follow the ‘winner-
take-all  principle, thus the
candidate who wins the largest
number of votes in a state is
supposed to get all of that state’s
‘electoral votes’. To be elected

Arab-Americans vote in the 2004 U. S. presidentiafésident, a candidate for the
election in a school in Dearborn, Michigan ~ Presidency must receive 270 votes.
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Candidates Party Votes % | Electoral vote

George W. Bush Republican Party 62,040,68M73% 286
John Kerry _ 59,028,44448.27% 251
John Edwards Democratic Party 1
Ralph Nader Independent, Reform Party 465,650 0.38% -
Michael BadnarikLibertarian Party 397,265 0.32% -
Michael PeroutkaConstitution Party 143,6300.12% -
David Cobb Green Party 119,859.10% -
Other 99,887 0.08% -
Total 122,295,345100.0% 538

Presidential elections 2004

In January the President-elect (one who has bemstedl President, but
has not yet taken office) becomes the US Presiddmat.formal act of installing
the President of the United States in office isechlinauguration’. Inauguration
Day January, 20 is usually the occasion for theresive ceremonies, the central
point of which is the taking of an oath by the Gligecutive and the delivery
of his inauguration address.

IT ISINTERESTING TO KNOW
‘UNCLE SAM’

The nickname for the American government is Un@enSThat name belonged to a
man who lived in the United States at the end eftt® and the beginning of the I€entury.
In 1815 he marched in a parade in the style ofsdifest has been copied for the ‘Uncle Sam’,
which people can see in newspaper drawings inalhties of the world. His name was
Samuel Wilson, and he was born in Arlington, Maksaetts, in 1776. Later he settled in
Troy, New York.

During the war of 1812-1814 Wilson was an inspeofgorovisions for the American
Army he supplied beef stamping his barrels withl#teers ‘U. S.” This beef became known
to the army as Uncle Sam’s and the soldiers thotlgiitthe abbreviation meant his name.
Later on this familiar name became associated thgHJS Government.

U.S. CONGRESS

The Make-up of the congress

The House of Representatives The Senate
Total membership 435 100
Number members According to the populatior] Two from each state
from each state of the state
Term of office 2 years 2 years
Salary $57500 a year $57500 a year
Presiding Officer Speaker Vice President of the USA
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THE CARINET

(&l departmients are headed by & secretary, except the Justice
Dhepariment, which i8 headel by the altornsy gensral.)

The Deparbment of Agriculiore

Crisated in 1862,
The Department of Commeree
Crested in 1803, The Department of Cammerce and Lahour split inte twa
separnie departmeents in 1913,
The Deparitment of Defensa
Amalpamatod in 1947, The Dopartmant of Delfenss was establzhed by come
bining the Dopartment aof War lestatilshed in 1TES), the Departaent of the
Mavy festablished [n 1798) and the Degartment of the Aly Parce {sxtahlished in
1247 Although the seeretary of defense is a member of the Cabined, Lhe see-
retaries of the Army, Navy and Alr Fores are not
The Department of Edusalion
Craated Ln 1079, Formerky part of the Departiwist of Heallh, Edweation
and Welfare.

The Deparimend of Energy

Crealed in 1977,
The Deparimant of Heslth and Human Seevicss

Created in 1879, when the Department of Health, Edueation and
Wellare fereated in 1883) was aplit into separate entities,

The Deparioient of Howsding and Urban Developaeit

Creatad in 1965,
The Depariment of Inierior

Created in 1848,
The Department of Jusiice
Crented in 1870, Between 1789 nnd LETO, the attorney general was &
memmber of the Cabinet, but mot the head of & deportment,
The Depariment of Labor
Created in 1913, B = =
The Department of State

Created in 1TES,
The Depariment of Transportation

Created in 1966,
The Dupltrl_._l:lrrll- of the Treasury

Created o 1TER.
The Department of- Welerans Affairs

Created in 1988, Formarly the Veternns Administration, now elevat-
ed to Cabinest lewel.

INAUGURATION DAY

Inauguration always takes place at noon on Jarff@rit is an official act of installing
the President of the United States in office. Hl&0 the occasion for extensive ceremonies.

Inauguration is connected with some traditions. sThilne incumbent President is
expected to give a dinner on the eve in honouhefRresident-Elect and in the morning of
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the same day to conduct him through the White HoBsel2 o’clock on January 20, the
participants of the ceremony and guests take fflages on a rostrum especially erected in
front of the Capitol. The central point of the gamny is the taking of an oath by the
President and the delivery of his inaugural spe&ble.wording of the President's oath is laid
down in the Constitution and runs as follows: ‘I dolemnly swear that | will faithfully
execute the office of President of the United Statnd will to the best of my ability,
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution hef United States’. The President’'s
Inauguration speech is regarded as a declaratiopriatiples proclaimed by the new
Administration.

The ceremony ends in a military parade. The scdpgbeoceremony depends greatly
on the tastes and wishes of the new Presiderd. Khown that John Kennedy invited large
groups of intellectuals and prominent actors andesis. At the time of Nixon’s Inauguration
balls, concerts and receptions continued for sédags. If this was a great extravagance, it
was also a tradition.

PRESIDENTIAL FACTS

There have been 43 presidents in the United StAtethe moment nobody knows
who will be the next US President. But history s@ywill be the taller of the two main
candidates. In the past 10 elections, the tallediciate has won eight times.

* Thomas Jeffersonwas an architect as well as a great leader. Hgrok$ his own house.

* At Andrew Jackson’sfuneral in 1845, his pet parrot had to be takeayatecause it was
swearing.

* John Tyler had the most children: 15.

* James Buchananwas the only US President who never married.

* Andrew Johnsonwas a tailor before he became President. He wasrily President who
made his own clothes as well as his cabinet.

* William Howard Taft was the heaviest of all presidents. He weighecertitan 136 kg.

* Franklin D. Roosevelt the 32° President, served the longest in the history efmited
States: 12 years, 1 month, 8 days.

* Presidentlohn F. Kennedywas the fastest speaker-327 words per minute.

* Lyndon B. Johnsonwas sworn into office on an aeroplane.

* Richard Nixon was the only President to resign.

* Gerald Ford was once a male model.

* Ronald Reaganwas the oldest President ever elected: he wadi&3also received the
greatest number of electoral votes.

* Bill Clinton is the only President ever to be elected twicdouit ever receiving 50 % of
the popular vote. He had 43 % in 1992 and 49 %9861

* The most common first name for a presidentamesor some variation of it.

* BesidesGeorge Herbert Walker Bush and George Walker Bush James Adamsand
John Quincy Adamswere the only father and son who both served asident.

* All US Presidents have worn spectacles; somdeint just didn’t like to be seen with them
in public.

* First US President,George Washington had to borrow money to go to his own
inauguration.
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* First president to havetalephonein the White HouseRutherford B. Hayes, in 1879

* First President to live in the White Hous@ohn Adams His wife never liked her new
house and often complained about the cold.

* First president to uselectricity in the White HouseBenjamin Harrison, in 1891, but he
and his wife were afraid to touch the switchesféar of getting a shock.

* First president to ride in aairplane: Theodore Rooseveltin 1910, a year after leaving
office, when he took a 4-minute ride in a Wrightttvers’ plane.

* First president to havair transport : Franklin D. Roosevelt a C-44 plane put into service
in 1944, named ‘the Sacred Cow'.

* First president to address the natmmthe radio: Warren G. Harding, in 1922.

* First president to appeam TV: Franklin D. Roosevelt at opening ceremonies for the
1939 World Fair.

* First president to spedkom the White House on TV Harry S. Truman, in 1947.

* First president born BIS citizen Martin Van Buren .

* First presidendof all 50 states Dwight D. Eisenhower

* Only president elected unanimoustyeorge Washington by 63 electoral votes.

* State where the greatest number of presidentswas Virginia (8).

* Presidents who died oduly 4: John Adams and Thomas Jefferson(both 1826) and
James Monroe(1831).

* Presidents who died in officé8 presidents died in office. Of thesgé were assassinated:
Abraham Lincoln, James Garfield William Mckinley , andJohn F. Kennedy

PRESIDENTIAL SALARY AND BENEFITS

Salary

The First U.S. Congress voted to pay George Wastdning salary of $25,000 a year
(about $531,000 in 2005 terms) — a significant $arh789. Washington, already a wealthy
man, refused to accept his salary. Similarly, JBhkennedy donated his salary to charities.

Presidential pay history

Date established Salary dS(?|||aa?é in 2003
September 24, 1789 $25,000 $531,000
March 3, 1873 $50,000| $811,000
March 4, 1909 $75,000| $1,607,000
January 19, 1949 $100,000 $820,000
January 20, 1969 $200,000 $1,067,000
January 20, 2001 $400,000 $441,000

Traditionally, the President is the highest-paiddegament employee. Consequently,
the President’s salary serves as a traditionalfoamll other federal officials, such as the
Chief Justice. A raise for 2001 was approved bydCess and President Bill Clinton in 1999
because other officials who receive annual cosivofg increases had salaries approaching
the President’'s. Consequently, to raise the salanfethe other federal employees, the
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President’s salary had to be raised as well. Thesi@ent's monetary compensation is
minuscule in comparison to the CEOs of most Fortb@@ companies; in some parts of the
United States some medical specialists (such asliothoracic surgeons) will earn
comparable salaries.

In recent times former Presidents, while they rentaalthy, earn far more money
after the end of their presidential terfgrbesmagazine estimated that Bill Clinton, despite
health problems that prevented him working for sqrag of the year, earned $6 million in
2005. Overall the vast majority of US presidentsemeery affluent upon entering office and
thus were not dependent on the salary. In 200%ecufPresident George W. Bush earned
roughly $800,000, more than twice his salary, nyo$tbm capital gains income. Vice
President Richard B. Cheney, earned an approxiomeenillion dollars the same year.

The President also has free use of the White Hasides living and working quarters,
and the use of its entire staff and facilitiesJuding medical care, kitchen, housekeeping and
security staff.

Travel

Whilst travelling, the President is able to condaltthe functions of the office aboard
two custom-built Boeing 747 aircraft popularly krmowas Air Force One. However, this is not
the actual name of the plane since any U.S. Aic&aircraft carrying the President will use
the call sign ‘Air Force One’. In addition to AiroFce One, the President also utilizes a
United States Marine Corps helicopter, most oftenarry him from the White House to Air
Force One. When the President boards this helicaptany other Marine Corps aircraft, the
aircraft uses the call sign ‘Marine One’. (Previgusan Army aircraft dubbed ‘Army One’
was also used.) ‘Navy One’ and ‘Coast Guard One’the call signs used if the President is
aboard an aircraft belonging to those two servidesecutive One' would be used if the
President flew aboard a civilian aircraft.

The President also utilises a motorcade, in whieh Rresident himself rides in an
armored Presidential limousine, currently a heawibydified Cadillac DTS.

Secret Service

The President and his family are always protected t5ecret Service detail. Until
1997, all former Presidents and their families weratected by the Secret Service until the
President’s death. The last President to havenieGecret Service protection is Bill Clinton;
George W. Bush and all subsequent Presidents wiprbtected by the Secret Service for a
maximum of 10 years after leaving office.

Timeline of Presidential births

«  William Henry Harrison, born February 9, 1773 initBh colonial territory, was
the last person to become President who was natuaat-born U.S. citizen.

« Martin Van Buren, born December 5, 1782, was th& fPresident born after the
Declaration of Independence and was thus argudidyfitst natural-born U.S.
citizen (rather than a British subject) to becomesklent. He is also the first
President not of Anglo-Celtic origin. (Dutch-Amear)

« John Tyler, born March 29, 1790, was the first Plesgt born after the adoption of
the U.S. Constitution. All Presidents born befomra kwere eligible to be President
because they were citizens at the time the Cotistituwas adopted. (Zachary
Taylor was born on November 24, 1784, before thes@mtion was adopted).
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« Franklin Pierce, born November 23, 1804, was tret Rresident born in the 19th
century. (Millard Fillmore was born January 7, 18@0e last year of the 18th
century.)

« Warren G. Harding, born November 2, 1865, was its¢ President born after the
American Civil War. Robert E. Lee surrendered AprilL865.

- John F. Kennedy, born May 29, 1917, was the firgsi@lent born in the 20th
century (took office 1961).

- Kennedy’s successor, Lyndon B. Johnson, was borkugpust 27, 1908, nine years
earlier than Kennedy; this makes him the first Aicgar president to be born in the
20th century. Three other Presidents who follow@thdon in office were also born
before Kennedy (in order of birth, Ronald Reagaich&d Nixon, and Gerald
Ford).

« Jimmy Carter, born October 1, 1924, was the fiessspn born after World War | to
become President. He was also the first Presiddme born in a hospital.

« Bill Clinton, born August 19, 1946, was the firgrpon born after World War 1l to
serve as President.

Life after the presidency

Presidents continue to enjoy benefits after leavoffice such as free mailing
privileges, free office space, the right to holdliplomatic passport and budgets for office
help and staff assistance. However, it was notl wafter Harry S. Truman (1958) that
Presidents received a pension after they left effiddditionally, since the presidency of
Herbert Hoover, Presidents receive funding from ftlational Archives and Records
Administration upon leaving office to establishithewn presidential library. These are not
traditional libraries but rather repositories faegerving and making available the papers,
records, and other historical materials for ea@siéent since Herbert Hoover.

Former presidents continue to be important natifigakes, and in some cases go on
to successful post-presidential careers. NotabEmgkes have included William Howard
Taft's tenure as Chief Justice of the United Stakésrbert Hoover’'s work on government
reorganisation after World War Il, Jimmy Cartergrrent career as a global human rights
campaigner and best-selling writer, and most rég&orge H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton’s
combined effort to appeal for donations from Amans after the 2004 Indian Ocean
earthquake and Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Andretysn3on was elected to the same Senate
that tried his impeachment after his term was ovarthermore, John Quincy Adams enjoyed
a prosperous career in the House of Representatitarshis term in the White House.

As of 2006, there are three living former presidedimmy Carter, George H.W. Bush
and Bill Clinton. The most recently deceased Peedids Gerald Ford, who died December
26, 2006. Jimmy Carter is currently the oldesinlgvlUS president.

TRIVIA
Former Presidents
There have never been more than five former Pmasidaive at any given time in
American history. There have been three periodsglwhich five former Presidents were alive:

« From March 4, 1861 to January 18, 1862, Martin Bamen, John Tyler, Millard
Fillmore, Franklin Pierce, and James Buchanan Wereg (from the inauguration
of Lincoln to the death of Tyler).
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From January 20, 1993 to April 22, 1994, Richarcadi Gerald Ford, Jimmy
Carter, Ronald Reagan, and George H.W. Bush wargl(from the inauguration
of Clinton to the death of Nixon).

From January 20, 2001 to June 5, 2004, Gerald Rairdmy Carter, Ronald
Reagan, George H.W. Bush, and Bill Clinton weratjv(from the inauguration of
George W. Bush to the death of Reagan).

There have been six periods in American historynduwhich no former Presidents
were alive:

April 30, 1789 — March 4, 1797: until the first Bident left office, there could be
no former Presidents, alive or otherwise.

December 14, 1799 — March 4, 1801: from the de&Washington to the end of
John Adams’s term (no former President died umtiinJAdams and Jefferson on
July 4, 1826).

July 31, 1875 — March 4, 1877: from the death ofiveav Johnson to the end of
Grant’s term (no former President died until Grantl885, although incumbent
President James Garfield was assassinated in 1881).

June 24, 1908 — March 4, 1909: from the death @v€land until the end of

Theodore Roosevelt's term (no former President digtl Theodore Roosevelt in
1919).

January 5, 1933 — March 4, 1933: from the deatiCaoblidge until the end of

Hoover’'s term (no former President would die umdibover in 1964 although

incumbent President Franklin Roosevelt died inceffin 1945 and incumbent
President John F. Kennedy was assassinated in.1963)

January 22, 1973 — August 9, 1974 from the deéthyndon Johnson until the

resignation of Nixon (no former President died UNixon in 1994).

Herbert Hoover holds the record for having live@ tlongest time as a former
president at 31 years, 7 months and 16 days -ahdb 1,553 days. James K. Polk had the
shortest post-presidency. He died on June 15, 1848e months after his term ended on
March 4, 1849. He lived as a former president fdy 403 days.

Five former Presidents went on to hold other maftices:

William Howard Taft was the Chief Justice of theildd States

Andrew Johnson returned to the United States Senate

John Quincy Adams served in the United States HoliBepresentatives

John Tyler served in the provisional ConfederaseSt Congress during the Civil
War. He was elected to the regular Confederate f@ssdut died before it met.
Grover Cleveland was defeated in 1888 by Benjamanrisbn for reelection but
won the presidency again in 1892

Births

Between the birth of George Washington in 1732 taedbirth of Bill Clinton in 1946,
future Presidents have been born in every decadepéxwo: the 1810s and the 1930s.
Between the death of George Washington in 1799 thadpresent, Presidents or former
Presidents have died in every decade except floeirl800s, 1810s, 1950s, and 1980s.
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Deaths

Assassinations

o Abraham Lincoln in 1865 by John Wilkes Booth

o James Garfield in 1881 by Charles J. Guiteau (@Guitghot him but Garfield
arguably died because of subsequent inept medica) c

o William McKinley in 1901 by Leon Czolgosz

o John F. Kennedy in 1963 by Lee Harvey Oswald

Assassination attempts have been made on seven WiSePresidents while in

office, and on one President-elect:

Andrew Jackson in 1835 by Richard Lawrence

President-elect Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 198&hhuseppe Zangara

Harry S. Truman in 1950 by Griselio Torresola arst&® Collazo

Richard Nixon, in 1974 by Samuel Byck

Gerald Ford in 1975 by Lynette Fromme and Sara Nawre

Ronald Reagan in 1981 by John Hinckley, Jr.

Bill Clinton in 1994 by Francisco Duran

o George W. Bush in 2005 by Vladimir Arutinian

Four others died in office of natural causes:

o William Henry Harrison, died of pneumonia in 1841

o Zachary Taylor, died of ‘acute indigestion® in 183@ylor’'s body was exhumed
in 1991 to test if he had died of arsenic poisonihgias determined he did not.

o Warren G. Harding, died of heart attack in 1923

o Franklin D. Roosevelt, died of cerebral hemorrhiagE945

Every U.S. President from William Henry HarrisonJohn F. Kennedy who was

elected or re-elected in a year evenly divisible 26y died in office, many by

assassination. Ronald Reagan (elected in 1980jvedran attempt on his life and

George W. Bush (elected in 2000) had a Soviet gierthrown at him while in

Georgia, which failed to explode. This string isrecoonly labelled Tecumseh’s

Curse:

o 1840: William Henry Harrison

1860: Abraham Lincoln

1880: James Garfield

1900: William McKinley

Theodore Roosevelt, who was McKinley's Vice Presidend succeeded him in

1901, was shot by John Shrank in an assassinatemgt in 1912

o 1920: Warren G. Harding

o 1940: Franklin D. Roosevelt

o 1960: John F. Kennedy

One has died in a foreign country:

o John Tyler in 1862. Virginia was arguably in thenfamerate States of America,
not the United States of America, at the time def'y death.

O O O 0O o oo

O O O O

Resignations and impeachments

One President resigned from office:

o Richard Nixon in 1974

Two Presidents have been impeached, though netleesubsequently convicted:
o Andrew Johnson impeached and tried in 1868

o BiIll Clinton impeached in 1998, tried in 1999
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Elections

Four Presidents have been elected without a piyialipopular votes:

(0]

John Quincy Adams — trailed Andrew Jackson by 441,80tes in the 1824
election. However, in six of the then twenty-fouates in 1824, the electors
were chosen by the state legislature, with no popedte

Rutherford B. Hayes — trailed Samuel J. Tilden B4,292 votes in the 1876
election

Benjamin Harrison — trailed Grover Cleveland by 73, votes in the 1888
election

o George W. Bush — trailed Al Gore by 543,895 votethe 2000 election

A possible addition to this list is John F. Kennedyho may have trailed
Richard Nixon in the 1960 election. The precise gapvotes is difficult to
determine because voters in Alabama were not gigamedy as an option on
their ballot - they could only vote ‘Democratic’ thiout choosing a candidate.
So, when the Democrats won Alabama, half of thee'staelectoral votes were
pledged to Kennedy, and the other half were nadged at all, and those votes
all went to Harry F. Byrd. So it is impossible todw how many of those voters
meant to vote for Kennedy, or for Byrd. The marpetween Kennedy and
Nixon was smaller than the number of Democraticesoin Alabama. The
official figure from the U.S. government includeket Alabama votes in
Kennedy's total, giving Kennedy the popular pluyali

Eleven Presidents have been elected without a imya@drpopular votes (but with a
plurality of popular votes):

O O OO0 OO0 OO0 OO0 o o o

James K. Polk — 49.3 % of the popular vote in tBé4lelection
Zachary Taylo — 47.3 % of the popular vote in tBd&8 election
James Buchanan — 45.3 % of the popular vote i185€ election
Abraham Lincoln — 39.9 % of the popular vote in 11860 election
James Garfield — 48.3 % of the popular vote inliB80 election
Grover Cleveland — 48.8 % of the popular vote #1884 election
Grover Cleveland — 46.0 % of the popular vote em1B92 election
Woodrow Wilson — 41.8 % of the popular vote in 11842 election
Woodrow Wilson — 49.3 % of the popular vote in 1846 election
Harry S. Truman — 49.7 % of the popular vote in1Bd8 election
John F. Kennedy — 49.7 % of the popular vote inlth@0 election
Richard Nixon — 43.2 % of the popular vote in tR68 election
Bill Clinton — 42.9 % of the popular vote in the9election

Bill Clinton — 49.2 % of the popular vote in the@Belection.

Two Presidents have been elected without a majofitglectoral votes and were
chosen by the House of Representatives:

(0]

(0]

Thomas Jefferson - finished with same number aftetal votes as Aaron Burr
in the 1800 election

John Quincy Adams — trailed Andrew Jackson by &8telal votes in the 1824
election

Two Presidents won the electoral vote but lostrtfegident state:

o

James Polk — lost Tennessee to Henry Clay but Wweretection in the 1844
election.
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(0]

Woodrow Wilson — lost New Jersey to Charles Evargltés but won the
election in the 1916 election.

Five Presidents won the electoral vote but losrt thieh state:

0

William Henry Harrison lost Virginia to Martin VaBuren but won his resident
state of Ohio and the 1840 election.

James Polk lost North Carolina to Henry Clay bubhwloe 1844 election.
Abraham Lincoln lost Kentucky to John Bell but whis resident state of
lllinois and the 1860 election. Lincoln also losemfucky to George Brinton
McClellan, but won lllinois and the 1864 election.

George H.W. Bush lost Massachusetts to Michael Riskaut won his resident
state of Texas and the 1988 election.

George W. Bush lost Connecticut to Al Gore but ve@resident state of Texas
and the 2000 election. Bush also lost Connectioulahn Kerry but won his
resident state of Texas and the 2004 election.

Only James Polk has won the presidency while lobioily his resident state and
birth state.

Eight Presidents took office without being electedhe presidency, having been
elected as Vice Presidents and then promoted fnatrpbsition:

(o]

(o]

Four of them did not run to succeed themselves wete never elected

President.

= John Tyler — assumed the presidency on the deathVidfam Henry
Harrison; did not run in the 1844 election

= Millard Fillmore — succeeded Zachary Taylor; didtmon in the 1852
election. Fillmore did run for President in the @8Blection as a Know
Nothing Party candidate and received 873,053 @&$ %), finishing third

= Andrew Johnson — succeeded Abraham Lincoln; didroatin the 1868
election

= Chester A. Arthur — succeeded James Garfield; ditl ran in the 1884
election.

The other four later ran for President and wereteteto succeed themselves as

President:

= Theodore Roosevelt — succeeded William McKinleyectdd to succeed
himself as President in the 1904 election

= Calvin Coolidge — succeeded Warren G. Harding;teteto succeed himself
as President in the 1924 election

= Harry S. Truman — succeeded Franklin D. Roosewdtgted to succeed
himself as president in the 1948 election but ditl nun again in the 1952
election, despite being eligible for a third term.

= Lyndon B. Johnson — succeeded John F. Kennedyedl¢éa succeed himself
as president in the 1964 election but did not geairain the 1968 election.

One President, Gerald Ford, was never elected;aseappointed Vice President by
Richard Nixon (with approval from Congress) upore tresignation of Vice
President Spiro Agnew. He succeeded to the presydafter Nixon's resignation
and was defeated in the 1976 election by JimmyeCart

Terms of office

There were four cases in which only one personesem a presidential term but
that person did not serve for a full 1461 days.
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o Although the first presidential term was deemech&ve started on March 4,
1789 - the day that the United States Constitubecame operational — the First
Congress did not meet to count the electoral vateg April 6, and thus George
Washington did not accede to the office until thgwjng him 1427 days and
some number of hours.

o Franklin D. Roosevelt’s first term began March 433, but the twentieth
amendment changed the start of the next term tm mwoJanuary 20, 1937,
giving Roosevelt a first term of 1418.5 days.

o Because of the properties of the Gregorian caleritB00 and 1900 were not
leap years, so John Adams’ term and William McKyidefirst term were
shortened to 1460 days.

An urban legend claims that David Rice Atchison wlaes 11%2 president of the

United States for one day on March 4, 1849, in betwthe terms of James K. Polk

(whose term expired at noon on March 4) and Zachasgjor (who chose not to be

sworn in until March 5). However, the logic of théscontradictory. If one does not

consider Taylor to have officially become Presidentil the administration of his

Oath of Office, then the same logic precludes arggn from having automatically

succeeded before likewise having taken the sante watact, Taylor, as President-

elect, automatically acceded to the Office of Rlesi upon the expiration of Polk’s
term, even if he did not yet enter into the exexubf that office until the oath was
administered. This fact was confirmed by Congrelssmit certified his election, as
it defined the beginning of the administration las instant Polk left office. Even if
supposing, for the sake of argument, the rather mderpretation that only

Presidents-elect are required to take the oathrdeibicially occupying the office,

while officials in the Presidential Line of Successoccupy the Presidency ipso

facto, then there would be a long list of dozensadditional ‘Presidents’ who only
held the office for a matter of hours or minutes.

Grover Cleveland had two non-consecutive termsrasid®ent and is counted both

as the 22nd and the 24th President. Consequelitisulzsequent Presidents who

are referred to as ‘the nth President of the Un@&ates’ are actually the (n — 1)th
person to hold the office. So George W. Bush, tBel £resident, is actually the
42nd person to be President.

Other facts

All Presidents have been white males and, withexweption, either Protestant or
Unitarian. Most presidents have been of substéytBiitish descent, but there
have been a few who came from a different backgtoun
o Predominantly Dutch: Martin Van Buren
= Although Theodore Roosevelt and Franklin D. Rookdwed Dutch names,
neither was predominantly Dutch; each had only dn#ch grandfather.
Theodore Roosevelt's other three grandparents wakr8ritish; Franklin
Roosevelt’'s other three grandparents were of Rusitiack.
o Predominantly German: Herbert Hoover and Dwigheg&iwwer
o Predominantly of Irish descent: William McKinleyphh F. Kennedy, Richard
Nixon, Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton
= Kennedy was also America’s only Roman Catholicigess.
= More than one third of all US presidents have amnakoots in Ulster.
Besides Gerald Ford, no president has been arcbiit)
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it work?
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Only one President, James Buchanan, remained beloac Bachelor Grover
Cleveland married Frances Folsom while in officéhiler both John Tyler and
Woodrow Wilson became widowers and remarried winileffice.

Franklin D. Roosevelt is the only President to hbad a readily apparent physical
disability.

Four Presidents were father-son duos: John AdamdsJahn Quincy Adams;
George H.W. Bush and George W. Bush

Historical rankings of United States Presidents azpademic historians usually
regard three Presidents — in chronological ordexor@e Washington, Abraham
Lincoln, and Franklin D. Roosevelt - to be the ghneost successful presidents by a
wide margin.

The Secret Service and some agencies in the goeetnmse acronyms as jargon.
Since the Truman Administration the President efltmited States has been called
POTUS, pronouncegobatas/. The wife of the President, traditionally refett® as
the First Lady is called FLOTUS, pronouncékbdtas/. The Vice President of the
United States is often abbreviated to VPOTUS, puoced yipoatas/.

Military service: 29 out of the 42 U.S. presidehése served in the military.

Three out of the first five presidents died on Jdth (Independence Day): John
Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Monroe. TheMicsdied within hours of
each other, 50 years to the day after adoptingDeelaration of Independence
together.

Six Presidents graduated from Harvard UniversitythbAdamses, Hayes, both
Roosevelts, Kennedy, and five from Yale Universityaft, Ford, George
H.W. Bush, Clinton, and George W. Bush. (GeorgeBWh went on to get a
Masters Degree from Harvard). Two Presidents graduarom Princeton
University: James Madison and Woodrow Wilson. J6hKennedy also attended
Princeton as a member of the Class of 1939 butswitfafter several months due to
illness.

No President was born during the decade of thed,8hé only decade since before
George Washington’s birth in the 1730’s in whichRresident was born (up to the
early 20th century). However, if someone born i th930’s is not elected
President in the future, that will become the ried¢ade in which no President was
born (John McCain, born in 1936, is perhaps the/ @arson born in the 1930s
considered to have a serious chance of being dli€tsident at this point).

PROGRESS QUESTIONS

. What is a ‘constitution’?

. When and where was the U.S. Constitution ad@pted

. Who represented the Constitution Convention?

. What were the reasons for writing a new Conistitt?

. What is the fundamental feature of the U.S. @oitisn?

. What is the ‘separation of powers'.

. What three main branches is the federal govemrmithe USA divided into?

. What was the so-called system of ‘checks arahbat’ established for? How does

What way has the original text of the Constitutbeen changed in? How can the

U.S. Constitution be amended?
10. What is the Bill of Rights? When was it adopted
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11. Look through the Bill of Rights and say why Eigh Amendment retains its
importance nowadays?

12. What does the U.S. Constitution consist of?

13. What does the Preamble to the U.S. Constitisay?

14. What principle forms the basis of theU.S. Gangin?

15. Who is the ‘father of the U.S. Constitution’Ry¥

16. Who is the supreme legislative power of theriddyovernment granted to by the
Constitution of the USA?

17. What does the U.S. Congress consist of?

18. Where is the residence of the U.S. Congress?

19. What is the main function of Congress? Whatrdiinctions does it possess?

20. What powers does the Senate have that the HdleEpresentatives does not?

21. What chamber initiates impeachment proceedaggsnst the U.S. President for
high crimes? What is the procedure of removingRtesident from office?

22. Who can introduce financial bills?

23. What is the social structure of the U.S. CosgPe

24. What is the membership in the Senate and tlisdHof Representatives based on?

25. How many Senators and Representatives doeg state have a right to?

26. How often are Congressional elections held? &t elected at Congressional
elections?

27. What are the qualifications for candidates tee tSenate and the House of
Representatives.

28. What is a ‘congressional district’?

29. Who presides over the Senate and the Housepoésentatives?

30. How long does a Congress last?

31. Do all 535 members of a Congress appear offidoe every day?

32. What is a ‘standing committee’?

33. What is a ‘bill"? What two types of bills ateete?

34. How does a bill become a law?

35. Does the procedure of passing a bill in thea®euliffer from that in the House of
Representatives?

36. What is a ‘pocket veto’?

37. What are the two main parties in the USA? Widditical party is the current
president of the USA a member of?

38. Who does the executive power belong to in &

39. Who can be elected President? What powersxaised by the President? What
are the President’s influences on different brarscbepower?

40. What is the role of the Vice-President?

41. What is the composition of Federal Government?

42. What is the ‘Cabinet’? Who appoints Cabinet mmers? How many members are
there in the President’s Cabinet today?

43. What are the NSC, OMB and the ‘White House®ffesponsible for?

44. How often are presidential elections held?

45. How are Presidents and Vice-Presidents of th#ed States nominated?

46. What is the ‘electoral college’?

47. The most populous state of California is esditto 47 electors. How many
‘electoral votes’ did the Republican candidate fjet7 % of the people of the state voted for
him while the other 51 % - for the Democratic catade? Why?
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SEMINAR 5
The Political System

1. Speak on the U.S. Constitution (formation, thied3 Rights, structure,
the system of ‘checks and balances’).

2. Give a survey of the legislative power of theAUS

3. Describe the legislative procedure.

4. Speak on the main political parties of the USA.

5. Give a survey of the executive power of the USA.

6. Speak on the presidential election in the USA.

QuIZ

1. The ___ is a document prepared by a convenfioielegates from 12 of the then 13
States that metat ___ in ____. The original chantenich replaced the _ of __ and which
became operative in ___, established the UniteteStas a ____ union of States.

2. The framers of the Constitution agreed to sibarinciples. One of them says that
there should be three branches of __ --- one tolaws, another to ___ them, and a third
to__ them.

3. The __ branch includes the President and VicesiBent and all subordinate
officialsofthe _  and .

4. The first ___ amendments to the Constitutiotified on December 15, 1791, are
commonly referredto asthe _ of .

5. The ‘lame duck’ amendment is the popular namettfe 20" amendment to the
Constitution, ratified on February 6, 1933. It isgigned to limit the time that elected officials
can serve after the general election in Novembérs Bmendment provided, among other

things, that the terms of the President and VicesRient end at noonon | the terms
of _and ___ end at noon on January 3, and theg®f their successors then begin.
6. The  of  and _ and ___ are two fundamhemninciples of the U.S.

constitutional system.

7. The Congress of the United States is the __ wnfkking) and oversight
(Government policy review) body of the National &awment and consists of two houses ----
the  andthe  of .

8. The membership of the House of RepresentativBged in law at _ Members
representing the 50 States. In addition to the Representatives, there is one Delegate for
each of the following: the District of ___ , the§lim _ , Guam, American ___ (each elected
for a two-year term); as well as a Resident Comimmes from Puerto _ (elected for a
four-year term). The Delegates and the Residentrfliesioner can sponsor legislation and
vote in committees, but not in the House Chamber.

9. Representatives are appointed among the Statesrding to . Population
figures used for apportionment are determined oa tiasis of each 10-year census.
(Following the 1990 census, the average distrizg svas about 570,000 people).

10. The Constitution states that ‘Each House shalthe Judge of the Qualifications
of its own Members ... [and may] punish its Membersdfsorderly Behaviour...” The most
severe punishment that can be imposed by eithefthise or Senate is the expulsion of the
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offending Member. The action requires, constitugltyn an affirmative vote of - of the
Members of the Chamber voting, a quorum being pitese

11. The ___ presides over the House of Represessathppoints chairmen to preside
over the Committee of the Whole, appoints all speor select committees, appoints
conference committees, has the power of recognitidiembers to speak, and makes many
important rulings and decisions in the House. The may vote, but usually does not, except
incaseofa .

12. In the absence of the Vice President, the lectsea (‘for the time
being’) to preside. In recent decades it has bectmaditional for this post to go to the
____fromthe __ party.

13. Representatives had individual seats until % Congress (1913), but now
Members may sit where they choose. Democrats odbepy  side of the Chamber, on the
___’'s ____: Republicans sit across the main aisteflee ~ 's . Two tables each on the
Democratic and Republican sides are reserved fonrodtee leaders during debate on a bill
reported for their committee and for party leaders.

14. The constitutional provision that ‘all Billsrfeaising __ shall originate in the
House of Representatives’ (Article I, Section 7ansadaptation of an earlier — practice. It
was based on the principle that the national pussengs should be controlled by a body
directly responsible to the people. So when thesGiotion was formulated, the authority for
initiation of ___ legislation was vested in the lHewf Representatives where the Members
are subject to direct election every ___ years. B\av, the Constitution also guarantees the
Senate’s power to ‘propose or concur with _ asther Bills'.

15. The President has three choices: First, to a bill within __ days (
excepted), whereupon it becomes a law; second, toa bill for _ days (___ excepted),
while Congress is in ____, whereupon it becomesaawéhout his signature; third, to __ a
bill, thena ___ bill is returned to ____ with theeBident’s objections for ___.

16. The President and Vice President of the USAchosen every _ years, in ___ -
numbered years divisible by 4, by a ___ vote obidesntial _ who are elected by vote
in each State.

17. The President's _ has been commonly regamedan institution whose
existence has relied more upon custom than lawdifiomally, the membership of the __ has
consisted of the __ of the executive departmé&mtsn the earliest days, Presidents have
accorded to others the privilege of attending amdtipipating in __ meetings. In recent
years, the President’s Chief of Staff, the DireaibCentral Intelligence, and the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget, among otherge been accorded Cabinet rank.




CHAPTER VI
SHORT SURVEY OF THE UNITED STATES ECONOMY

LECTURE 6

GOVERNMENT ROLE IN THE U.S. ECONOMY

The economies of all nations mix elements from twain economic
models. These models are (1) capitalism and (Zyagplanning.

Central planning calls for government control of mdajor economic
activities and government ownership of nearly aflductive resources. It calls
for giving government planners control of the proohn, pricing, and
distribution of goods and services.

The United States economy is based largely on e dreerprise or free
market system. In such a system, individuals andpemies are free to make
their own economic decisions. Individuals and comg® own the raw
materials, equipment, factories, and other itentes®ary for production, and
they decide how best to use them in order to egmofit. Even though the U.S.
economy is based on free enterprise, the feddastk and local governments
have four major roles in economy. These governm@ntestablish and enforce
laws that affect economic activity, (2) set up pulitilities, (3) provide goods
and services for the public, and (4) work for ecargstability.

1.Laws. In the United States, the people depend on thergowent to
pass laws that assure economic fair play. Theses lain at preventing
individuals and business companies from taking iuafd@vantage of each other.

Many of the most important laws governing the WeBonomy concern
business competition (laws designed to keep ongyanynor a few firms from
controlling entire business. Such control, calleth@nopoly, does away with
competition and enables controlling companies &g high prices and reduce
the quality of good). Other laws ban harmful or leasling advertising still
others set standards for working conditions, setimum wages and prohibit
business from refusing to hire people or lend moteethem because of their
race, sex or age. The U.S. government also isgudateons designed to protect
the environment. States issue charters that allonpanies to operate.

2. Public utilities. Public utilities are companies that provide sesic
essential to the public. These services includetrde power, water, gas,
sewerage, and local telephone service. The governgnants legal monopolies
to public utility companies so they may operatehait competition. But federal
and state agencies regulate the prices and standérskervice of most public
utilities. Governments may own and operate somdiubtlities themselves.
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3. Public servicesGovernments on all levels provide many services th
could not be furnished as well by private companigsese services include
police and fire protection, public health programmeational defense, postal
services, and roads and streets. Governments atafedtate, and local levels
also offer welfare programmes. These governmergrpromes, which are often
called public assistance, offer medical servicashlip housing, and other
economic aid to needy people.

Some people in the United States receive finanaidl from social
insurance or social security programmes. Theseragnoges are financed by
special taxes on workers and employers. They replamome lost because of
retirement, unemployment, disability, or death opravider. They also help
most elderly and disabled people pay for medicad.ca

All the goods, services, and income assistanceigedvby government
make up the public sector of the economy. In thetddnStates government
revenues and spending equal about one-third ofm#imn’s gross domestic
product.

4. Economic stability The U.S. economy has grown rapidly at times, but
there have been periods when the economy did mot gnd there have been
periods when the economy zoomed to great heigh{zradperity. Periods of
above average business activity are called boomef Bnd small declines in
business activity are known as recessions. Sewssmdss slumps are called
depressions.

Until the 1930s the government made few attemptsotdrol booms and
depressions. Most people thought these periodsigh@uallowed to run their
course without government interference. But sifee Great Depression of the
1930s, the government has worked to promote ecanstaibility.

During a depression, the government may increasgpnding on goods
and services and on income assistance for unentplmg@ple and others. It may
build new public buildings or improve major highvgayThis additional
spending aims at creating jobs for the unemplogakernment spending also
attempts to increase the general demand for goadssarvices. Increased
demand encourages business activity. The governmantalso try to increase
demand by cutting taxes so that the people have money to spend.

During a boom, the government may try to curb tdla by cutting its
own spending and thus reducing total demand. Oigtwernment may try to
reduce private spending by raising taxes. Thenlpespuld have less money to
spend on goods and services.
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In recent years, however, the government has woikedeconomic
stability mainly through the Federal Reserve SystERS), the central banking
organization of the United States. All national krand some state banks
belong to the system. The FRS manages the natsupply of money and
credit. If inflation threatens the economy, the FR@y adopt policies that
decrease the amount of money that banks have hMaita loan. To fight
depression, the FRS may pursue policies that gar&k® more money to loan
and thus encourage borrowing and spending.

OVERVIEW OF THE U.S. ECONOMY

The American economy had to be built from the goowp. In the
beginning, of course, there were simply no farmshouses or factories.
Whatever was needed had to be made by the sdttbrselves or it had to be
imported at great expense. The results achievethenfirst hundred years
following independence are amazing. By 1890, foareple, the USA was
producing more iron and steel than Great Britaid @ermany combined. By
1900, according to several criteria, the USA haobe the greatest industrial
nation, and its citizens enjoyed the highest stahdé living in the world. In
1913, the United States accounted for more théré of the world’s industrial
production. By the post-World War |l era, the UditStates was producing
50 % of the gross world product.

Today, the American economy no longer dominatesvibidd as it clearly
did then. But with only 5 % of the world’s populati and about 6 % of its land
area, the USA still produces around 25 % of theldi®nndustrial products,
agricultural goods, and service. Its gross natigraduct (GNP) has tripled
since the end of World War Il. In 2003, the U.S. B5ldmounted to $10.98
trillion, with a per capita GDP of $37,800 (see @4g9).

The 20" century saw the rise and decline of several imisstin the
United States. The auto industry, long the mainstathe American economy,
struggled to meet challenge of foreign competitidine garment industry
declined in the face of competition from countnelsere labour was cheaper.
But other manufacturing industries appeared andriBbed. America remains
the world leader in biochemical and genetic enginge aerospace research and
development, communications, computer and infoilonaservices, and similar
high-technology fields. American firms which sellagsenger aircraft or
computers retain the largest share of the worldketaOne of the best-selling
cars in the world is a Ford.
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Many countries now have their own Silicon vallepsit the first and
biggest computer research and production areadlliStgicon Valley, near San
Francisco, where some 4,000 high-tech firms aratéat

The changing face of industry. Smokestacks areacepl by high-tech plants in attractive
environments. The buildings the rightare in Silicon Valley, near Palo Alto, California

The onrush of technology largely explains the geddievelopment of a
‘two-tier labour market’ in which those at the lawit lack the education and the
professional/technical skills of those at the toyp,amore and more, fail to get
comparable pay raises, health insurance coveragether benefits.

The American blue-collar worker is among the higheesd in the world,
and his benefits and pensions also make one ohdst expensive. The average
production worker in the USA earned $9.50 an haut985. In addition many
firms in the USA have profit-sharing plans for themployees. Through these
agreements, employees receive a certain perceafafge profits the company
makes. Profit shares may be paid in cash or comptuok at the end of the
fiscal year or may be put into a trust fund andrihsted to participants at
retirement (‘deferred plan’). In 1984, some 20 ioill Americans participated in
plans to receive a share of company profits. Initeohd around 82 % of
American workers were covered by a retirement pengian from their firms.

Recently a new trend has emerged which attempfmutemployees
and employers on much the same level. In some falihemployees own a
part of the company and do all kinds of jobs. Blitshare in the profits or
losses as well.

Many American prefer to be there own bosses. Soemillion
Americans owned their own businesses in 1984, &oditad2 million owned
parts of businesses and industries through stock.

In 2006 the number of millionaires in the USA reaat8,300,000. The
unemployment rate in 2003 was down to 6.2 %.
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REASONS ACCOUNTING FOR THE RAPID GROWTH
OF THE U.S. ECONOMY

There are a lot of reasons explaining why the US4 been able to go
from a small, struggling economy to the leadingustdal and agricultural
nation in such a short time. One reason, obviouslyits size and natural
resources. The United States is a land rich in ralmesources and fertile farm
soil, together with a moderate climate. Secondiig,amount of available labour
helps determine the health of economy. Generdily,United States has been
fortunate in having enough people to provide thbolm necessary for a
constantly expanding economy. In the early yearshef 20" century large
numbers of Asian immigrants came to the USA, wlalge numbers of Latin
American immigrants came in the later years. Imandg prospered, earning far
more than they would have in their native landsl e economy of the nation
prospered as well. Another factor is the qualityagéilable labour — how hard
people are willing to work and how skilled they .afée strong emphasis placed
on education including technical and vocational cation has greatly
contributed to America’s economic success. Amesioatality, its so-called
spirit of enterprise and initiative, has certaiplayed an important role. The
American system of government has encouraged @#it@ vigorously pursue
their own economic interest. The rapid progressAatferican industry and
agriculture may also be traced to a charactenshich has often been called
typically American. This is the constant willingiset experiment, combined
with the desire to find new solutions to old prabte Social and geographical
mobility have also played a part.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Foreign trade provides markets for surplus agucaltgoods and many raw
materials and manufactured goods produced in th#ed)rStates. The nation
imports goods that it lacks entirely or that praehscdo not supply in sufficient
quantities. It also imports goods produced by @praiompanies that compete with
U.S. firms. During much of the country’s historpetvalue of U.S. exports has
exceeded, or been about the same as, the valt® iofports but since the mid-
1960s, the value of imports has usually been migitrehthan the value of exports.

Important U.S. exports include (1) machinery andngportation
equipment, such as aircraft, computers, electriwgpoequipment, industrial
machinery, and motor vehicles and parts; (2) martufad articles, especially
scientific measuring equipment; (3) chemical elet®erand compounds,
including plastic materials; (4) basic manufacturgsch as metals and paper;
and (5) agricultural products, especially corn ameat.
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The leading U.S. imports are: (1) machinery anchdpart equipment,
such as automobiles and parts, engines, office imagh and
telecommunications equipment; (2) manufacturedcladj such as clothing,
shoes, and toys; (3) mineral fuels and lubricaedpgcially petroleum; (4) basic
manufactures, such as iron, steel and other metadspaper and newsprint; and
(5) chemical products, such as chemical compounu$ medicines. The
country’s chief trading partners are Canada, Mexiapan, Germany, China,
and Great Britain.

MANUFACTURING

The value of American manufactured goods is gretitan that of any
other country. Factories in the United States wmwha tremendous variety of
producer goods, such as sheet metal and printegses; and consumer goods,
such as cars, clothing, and TV sets. The leaditggoaes of U.S. products are,
in order of value, chemicals, transportation eq@pm food products, non-
electrical machinery, electrical machinery and pment, printed materials,
scientific and medical instruments, fabricated metaducts, paper products,
rubber and plastic products, and primary metals.

Manufacturing is one of the most important econoaaitivities in the United States.
The steps in the manufacture of an airplane inchudieling a full-sized model
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Since the mid 1900s, the country’s fastest-growmanufacturing areas
have been on the West Coast, in the Southwest mnthei South. Today,
California ranks first among the states in the gabd its manufactured goods,
followed by Texas, Ohio, Michigan, New York, llliieg and Pennsylvania.
Manufactures in California produce aircraft, aeexsp equipment, computers
and electronic components, food products, and roémgr goods.

Midwestern factories turn out much of the natiomsn and steel,
automobiles, and other heavy industrial productse Northeast has many
clothing factories, food processors, printing pdanand manufactures of
electronic equipment. Petroleum refineries andogémical industries account
for much of the manufacturing activity in Texas avttler states bordering the
Gulf of Mexico. Atlanta, Dallas-Fort Worth, Seaiteend Wichita are important
centers for the manufacture of aircraft and relaggipment.

SERVICE INDUSTRIES

Service industries account for 80 % of the U.S. GRB02) and employ
around 76 % of the country’s workers (2001). Tmdustry group includes a
wide variety of businesses that provide servic#gerahan producing goods.

Community, social, and personal servigask first among U.S. service
industries in terms of the GDP. This industry iniga such establishments as
doctors’ offices and private hospitals, hotels, faws, computer programming
and data processing companies, restaurants, repaps, private research
laboratories, and engineering companies.

Data processing is one of many services industries
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Finance, insurance, and real estatank next among U.S. service
industries. Banks finance much of the economiovagtin the United States by
making loans to both individuals (for the purcha$ehouses, automobiles, or
other items) and businessis (for capital expansiame construction of new
factories and the purchase of new equipment). Asisiness expands, it hires
more workers who, in turn, produce more goods amdices. In this way, the
nation’s level of employment and its economic otitmth increase.

Other important types of financial institutions lumbe commodity and
security exchanges. Commodities are basic goods, asl grains and precious
metals. Securities are certificates of investmesush as stocks and bonds. The
prices of commodities and securities are determimethe buying and selling
that takes place at exchanges. The New York Stoahd&hge is the nation’s
largest security exchange. The Chicago Board ofldra the world’s largest
commodity exchange.

The United States has the world’s largest privaseiiance industry. The
country has about 2,000 life and health insuraraapanies and about 3,500
property and liability companies. Real estate igpamant to the economy
because of the large sums of money involved inktgng and selling of
property.

Wholesale and retail trad&Vholesale and retail trade play major roles in
the American economy. Wholesale trade, which inetufbreign trade, takes
place when a buyer purchases goods directly frggroducer. The goods may
then be sold to other businesses for resale toucemis. Retail trade involves
selling products to the final consumer. Groceryestp department stores, and
automobiles dealerships are examples of retaiétestiablishments.

Government servicessovernment services play a major role in the
economy. Federal, state and local governments g@pld7 % of U.S. workers
in 1991. Many government employees are directlylved in making public
policies. Others — including police offices, postarkers, teachers, and trash
collectors — provide public services.

Federal, state, and local governments buy a fiftalbthe goods and
services produced in the nation. These purchasegerérom paper clips to
office buildings. In addition, federal grants fim@n much of the nation’s
research activity. State governments spend mogtedf income on education,
health care and hospitals, highways, and publidanel Local governments
spend over a third of their income on educatiord kess for police and fire
protection, hospitals, streets, sanitation and smyes and parks.

In addition, to its role as an employer and purehasf goods and
services, government influences the economy byigiry income to certain
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groups of people. For example, the federal govembimeakes social security
payments to retired and disabled people: Fedatke snd local governments
provide welfare assistance to the needy.

Transportation, communication and  utilities. Transportation,
communication and utilities are also importantie €conomy.

Energy sourcesVarious sources are used to generate the energhei
United States. Petroleum provides about 40 %. théssource of most of the
energy used to power motor vehicles, and it heatsons of houses and
factories. Natural gas generates about 25 % oétieegy used. Many industries
use gas for heat and power and millions of houskshiolirn it for heat, cooking,
and drying laundry. Coal is the source of abou®6f all the energy. Its major
uses are in the production of electricity and sté€bé electricity lights buildings
and powers factory and farm machinery. Hydroele@nd nuclear power plants
each generate about 5 % of America’s energy.

AGRICULTURE

The United States is the world’'s leading agric@turation. America is by
far the biggest supplier of grains, growing aboto2 of all the world’s wheat,
corn (maize), oats and sorghum. American farmedsranchers are responsible
for 14 % of the world’'s dairy products, 17 % of & meats, 27 % of its
vegetable fats and oils, and over 60 % of its sagbe At the same time
America’s share of the world’s land that
can be used for farming is less than 8
and less than 2 % of America’s tot: =
population is involved in agriculture. ﬁ_ /

A problem facing American farmers =~ =
Is, in fact, that they produce much mo

food and agricultural products than evn W
before. The 1985 corn crop, for examp%} A
was the largest in history, and there
enormous excesses of wheat, ri
soybeans, and milk as well. This h
lowered the price of agricultural produc
and caused a number of farmers gre
trouble. Some farmers who bought mo
land or equipment when prices were _ o
higher have been forced to quit farmir Agriculture includes the raising of both
. crops and livestock. A mechanized
and sell their land. Some 50,000 of t system for fattening cattle for market is
nation’s 2.3 million farmers had to give L one example of the efficient methods
farming in 1985. used by Ameican farmer
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The U.S. government in some
circumstances pays farmers to plant
fewer crops. Price supports apply
only to such basic commodities as
grains, dairy products, and cotton;
many other crops are not federally
subsidized. Farm subsidy
programmes have been criticized on
the grounds that they benefit large
farms most and accelerate the trend
toward larger — and fewer — farms.
Since 1925, the number of farms in
the USA has decreased from about
6,500,000 to about 2,100,000. At the
same time, the average farm size increased fromtdld® acres (58 hectares) to
about 468 acres (189 hectares).

Although individuals or families own 85 % of allrfas in the United
States, they own only 65 % of the farmland. The aiecer is owned by
corporations, large and small, and farming andrdésted industries have
become big business — ‘agribusiness’.

‘Every twenty minutes, another small
farmer disappears. You're n’

A typical farm in the Midwest

Agriculture accounts for 2 % of the U.S. GDP andlays less than 2 %
of the nation’s workers (2002). American consunperg less for their food than
those in many other industrial countries, and dmettof the cropland in the
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United States produces crops destined for exporL995 agricultural exports
exceeded imports by nearly two to one. About adtlaf the world’s food
exports come from U.S. farms.

Beef cattle rank as the most valuable product oAcan farms. Millions
of beef cattle are raised on huge ranches in tlstenre United States. The South
and Midwest also produce large numbers of beefecafither leading farm
products, in order of value, include milk, cornylseans, chickens, eggs, hogs,
wheat and cotton. United States farms also prodamge amounts of hay,
tobacco, turkeys, oranges, potatoes, tomatoesggpanuts, sorghum.

Much of the dairy production is concentrated inedt that extends from
Minnesota through New York: Midwestern states aotoior much of the
nation’s corn, soybeans, and hog production. Th®ma chief wheat-growing
region stretches across the Great Plains. Mosteothickens are raised in the
South. California and states in the South and Seegh raise almost all the
country’s cotton. Farmers in various areas alsalyee poultry, eggs, fruits,
vegetables, nuts and many other crops.

The United States has played a major role in thelamozation of
agriculture. United States scientists have conteitbuto the development of
improved plant varieties and livestock breeds, elt as agricultural chemicals
for fertilizer and pest control. The use of modé&m machinery has helped
make U.S. farms the most efficient in the worlde(page 130).

IT ISINTERESTING TO KNOW

$1000 FINE
FOR

If friendly reminders to ‘keep AmericaSoft-drink can with ring that cannot be
clean’” don’'t work, fines may. Thisthrown away. Several states have introduced
California highway sign warns drivers thadeposits on cans, which has greatly reduced
littering may cost them dearly littering
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The Environment

The conservation movement — the protection of mht@sources and wildlife — was
first formulated and implemented as a politicalgsreanme in the United States. That this
happened relatively early, during Theodore Roossvatiministration (1901 — 1909), meant
that later generations of Americans could stillbgrtheir country's natural wonders.

It was very difficult for many Americans to belieteat their continent-sized nation
with its enormous forests, thousands of lakesrsivand streams, and vast wilderness areas
could have the problems which many smaller and nocoogvded nations faced. True, Los
Angeles obviously had a problem with air pollutitwit there was still nothing anywhere like
the ‘killer smog’ which caused some 3,500-4,000tliean London in December 1952.
Similarly, the U.S. had such enormous resourced,itlwas hard to imagine they could ever
be exhausted.

Starting in the early 1960s, however, Americanalfynrealized that this was not true,
that the U.S. was in danger of destroying manyeofrtational treasures. What was happening
to Lake Erie, the shallowest of the Great Lakes, good example. City and industrial wastes,
chemicals, and fertilizers were endangering theeogrmormous stocks of fish. Suddenly, it
seemed, the lake was almost ‘dead’, and the mdliwho used its sandy beaches and fished
its waters were shocked that this could have hagghen

At much the same time, other problems began taweggeat publicity. For example,
the best-selling book by Rachel CarsS8itent Springprought home the dangers of DDT and
other insecticides. Environmental activists likdgRaNader and his corps of volunteers and
lawyers stressed the problems caused by indugicllition and the automobile. Long-
established environmental groups such as the Selud warned that acid rain (first
described by a European scientist in the mid-16tiuwry) threatened many American forests.
The media started to campaign against the uglioédsillboards, tin cans, and trash in
‘America the Beautiful'.

This surge of attention led to a substantial nunabéaws in the 1960s and 70s, and to
the establishment of several federal agencies. lBecthe environmental movement in the
United States has never been associated with diteegdgparty or group, it has been able to
gain widespread trust and support.

Federal laws such as the Clean Air Act (1970), Water Pollution Control Act
(1972), and the Endangered Species Act (1973)ramee only a few — led to many specific
improvements in the environment. For example, DD&swbanned in 1972, catalytic
converters and unleaded gas were introduced natienw 1975, and chlorofluorocarbon, the
gas used in many spray cans, was forbidden in 191 Federal Drug and Food
Administration’s (FDA) standards for food and meds are among the strictest in the
world. The positive image that most Americans hal¢he FDA was strengthened when it
banned the drug thalidomide in 1961, and thus samady American children from the
tragedy of severe birth defects.

All of the states, of course, have implementedrtio@n laws, some, for instance,
having banned throw-away bottles and cans, forlmidtie use of phosphates in soaps, and
passed strong laws against the industrial dumpingastes. By 1986, forty states and more
than 80 cities and communities had passed someofylpev to restrict smoking in public or at
work. Likewise, all federal government departmesutsl agencies must restrict smoking in
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most office areas. Beginning in 1965, a law passgdCongress required warnings on
cigarette packages, a measure that was adopteldenanuntries only years later.

Public attention to the problems of pollution hasvnbecome part of American life.
Even the familiar Coca Cola can have been affedteday, by law, these cans must be made
so that the rings on top can’t be thrown away.

Millionaires and Charity

One of the reasons for the widespread support sihbas has been the tendency of the
‘very rich’ in America to give away much of theiramey before they died. American tycoons
such as the Carnegies and Rockefellers, the FordsGaiggenheims, gave much of their
wealth to charity, to hospitals, universities, éibes, museums, art galleries, and educational
foundations.Carnegie, for example, felt that thenmeého dies rich dies thus disgraced’.
During his lifetime, he gave away $370 million a$ lestimated $400 million ‘for the benefit
of the community.” This included enough money, festance, to build 2,800 free public
libraries. He was helped along- as corporationstaedich are still today-by America’s tax
laws. Simply stated, it is better to give money wnwa charities and other nonprofit
organizations than to give it to the governmenthie form of taxes. Todat, there are some
200,000 foundations, large and small, throughoet thS. which fund research projects,
support the arts, and contribute to various chaletand public causes.
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A cartoon of Andrew Carnegie (who was born in Soud)
distributing money for the common good
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PROGRESS QUESTIONS

1. What is the U.S. economy based on?

2. What measures does the U.S. government takeeverp companies from gaining
too much control over business?

3. What is a ‘public utility’?

4. What services can't be provided by private comgeE?

5. What programmes and benefits exist in the US thedp people who are
unemployed or sick?

6. What is the public sector share in the U.S. GDP?

7. How does the government try to fight a) depoessib) booms?

8. Give a brief account of the changes that hakerglace in the country since 1776.

9. What new industries have appeared and flourisiece World War 11?

10. What is the ‘Silicon Valley'? Where is it sited?

11. How do American employers encourage their eyegs?

12. What factors have contributed to America’s Ioeiog the leading economic nation
in the world?

13. What are U.S. major: a) exports; b) imports?idathe major trading partners of
the USA.

14. What industries does manufacturing comprise?

15. Where are the country’s fastest-growing martufaeg areas situated?

16. What consumer goods are produced in: a) thendgd; b) the Northeast; c) along
the Gulf Mexico; d) California?

17. Why do service industries employ the largesthef country’s workers? What
services do they provide?

18. What is the nation’s largest security exchany®Rat is the world’s largest
commodity exchange?

19. What source is used to generate most of emargged in the US?

20. What is the role of agriculture in the lifetbé country?

21. What problem is the U.S. agriculture faced @ith

22. What are the chief agricultural products? Howliws the country supplied with
them?

SEMINAR 6

Short Survey of the United States Economy

1. Speak on the roles played by the U.S. governmatg economy.

2. Give a survey of the U.S. economy (since then&dion of the nation
up to now).

3. Analyse the reasons accounting for the rapidvtroof the U.S.
economy.

4. Describe the U.S. manufacturing.
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5. Dwell upon the U.S. overseas trade, energy ssurc
6. Speak on the country’s service industries.
7. Describe the U.S. agriculture.

Project

Write an essay (250-300 words) ‘The pros and cohsamprehensive federal
programmes to the poor’.

QUIZ

1. The US has the largest and most technologigailyerful economy in the world,
with a of $37,800. In this ___ orientmbnomy, private individuals and
business firms make most of the decisions, antettexal and state governments buy needed
goods and services predominantly in the _ malketp

2. Many of the currently rising industries tendle highly automated and thus need
fewer workers than traditional industries. As - industries have grown and older
industries have declined, the proportion of Ameriegorkers employed in __ has dropped.
_____industries now dominate the economy, leadinges@mbservers to call America a
‘postindustrial’ society. __ a service rather than a product, these industries include
entertainment and recreation, and : addcation, office administration, and
___and

3. Very early in America’s history, people saw ttrety could make money by lending
it to those who wanted to start or expand a busneko this day, small American
entrepreneurs usually borrow the money they neewh firiends, relatives, or banks. Larger
businesses, however, are more likely to acquiré ¢gsselling stocks or bonds to unrelated

parties. These transactions usually take placeufhoa stock __ , or stock . Europeans
established the first stock __ in Antwerp, Belgiumil531. Brought to the United States in
1792, the institution of the stock __ flourisheshecially at the , located in

the Wall Street area of New York City, the natidimiancial hub.
4. Beginning with the creation of the DepartmentAgfriculture in 1862, the
government took a direct role in agricultural affai Today a maze of legislation embodies

U.S. farm policies. On the theory that __ is aetldause of __ farm prices, in some
circumstances the government ___ farmers to plantcrops.

5. The fastest growing industries in the Pacifigiom are in ___ and ___ products. A
large number of companies making __ parts are doumnan area around the city of San
Francisco. This area is known asthe s Ihamed for the Silicon Chip, which is a
basic part in modern electronics products.

6. regulations help protect workers from unsafeking __ and unreasonably
low . The __ has also enacted regulationgydesi to reduce ___ pollution.
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GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT OF THE UNITED STATES

1991

2003

@ Services
Industry
O Agriculture

@ Services
Industry
O Agriculture

EMPLOYEES PER TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT

1991

129

2003

@ Extraction

m Farming, fishing, forestry

n Construction

o Transportation, communication,
utilities

m Manufacturing

@ Services

@ Farming, fishing, forestry
m Extraction, transportation,
manufacturing, crafts

o Services
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CHAPTER VII. LIFESTYLES

LECTURE 7
AMERICAN ‘NATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS’

Generalizations about American lifestyles are fesdly resented by
Americans, as they value their individualism qunighly. They place great
emphasis on their individual differences, on hawngreat number of choices,
and on doing things their own way. Part of beingAamerican is not being, and
not wanting to be, typical.

The three most stable features of American life cwhare usually
mentioned by foreign visitors recall the frontiesqperience, the settlement of a
vast, raw land by succeeding waves of people mowesfward. These are: 1) a
friendliness to strangers, 2) a strong sense ofmoamity and neighbourliness,
and 3)a general informality.

For a long period of time and in many parts of¢bantry, a traveller was
a welcome break in an otherwise dreary existencendibny and loneliness
were common problems of the families who generbllgd distant from one
another. Strangers and travelers were welcome eswoifadiversion, and brought
news of the outside world. The brutal realitiesttoé frontier also shaped this
tradition of hospitality. Someone travelling aloifdyungry, injured, or ill, often
had nowhere to turn except to the nearest calsettiement.

A Nebraska homestead in the latd t@ntury. The house is made of sod bricks
as the treeless plains supplied no lumber. Theamwi a stranger was
a welcome break in the monotony of daily life

Yet, the old tradition of hospitality to strangessstill very strong in the
US, especially in the smaller cities and towns afvagn the busy tourist trails.
A visitor is taken to parties at the houses offt@sffriends and his/her friends’
friends; s/he is invited to theatres, dinners, poreetings, motor trips; from the
first minute s/he is on ‘first name’ terms with teople s/he meets. Being
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friendly is a virtue that many Americans value hygand expect from both
neighbours and strangers. Americans are also taodi# polite when, as guests
or travelers, they are asked that standard questiow do you like it here?’ As
children many were taught that in such situatiafgou can’t find something
nice to say, then don’t say anything at all’. Othaltures have other norms of
politeness (‘we try to be honest’). Yet when thesiger norms are applied in
America, Americans naturally interpret them throughkir own (‘how rude’’).
They are taken as a sign of bad manners.

Neighbourliness — getting along with your neighlsoand helping one
another in many small ways — has also been tracethd long period of
settlement. Newly settled parts of the country eswently founded towns tried
to attract farmers, tradesman, and professionaksldi/pes. Newcomers were
made welcome, and neighbours would help wherevey ttould with the
difficult job of building a home, breaking the sail starting a business. Today,
most American neighbourhoods still function throughcasual yet complex
network in which tools, help, and advice are offerasked for, and exchanged.
If a new family moves in, after a few days (‘leeth get settled in a bit’),
neighbours stop by to say ‘hil” Whether or not tiveil eventually be friends,
it's the friendly thing to do. Casual coming andngp borrowing and lending,
offering and receiving of help among neighbourtymcal of most Americans.

As it is understood, this is more the case in s@aradl medium-sized cities
and the suburbs than it is among the inner citgytagent-living population. In
fact, many Americans left smaller cities to get siamm the atmosphere of a
close community where everyone seems to know wiettybody else is doing.
In big cities, there was more anonymity and privaoyre isolation and
alienation. Today many people seem to be lookingeanore for a way of life
symbolized by the small town.

There are two sides to this tradition of neighboeds. In a land where
people move frequently and freely, socially as vasllgeographically, they have
become adept at making new acquaintances and fprmew friendships.
However, most American homes are separated fronaooiber by fences, hedges,
or, in some parts of the country such as New Engéarthe Southwest, by walls.
Even where there are no physical barriers the mbataers are well-understood
and respected. There is a delicate balance betweeviews. One is to be friendly
to your neighbour. The other is to keep your nagebhis or her business.

American informality recalls not only the frontiexperience, but also the
heritage of immigration. Thrown together in a newrld, most immigrants
watched the familiar societal distinctions of tHd world become blurred. The
Revolution had abolished titles of nobility, anétstlaws did away with the
traditional passing on of wealth and land from éatto eldest son. As a result,
there was never a hereditary aristocracy in the UB# consequence is that
Americans have always felt less constrained ancenmdormal in their social
and professional lives.
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The habit of informality, the ease with which Antams speak to people
they have only casually met, still surprises foneigsitors. Among Americans
of roughly the same age group and social statuseXample, first names are
easily and quickly exchanged. Many Americans fiaerethe terms ‘Mr’, ‘Mrs’,
or ‘Miss’ stiff and formal. Quite often it is posde to hear people well beyond
middle age say — even to quite young people — ‘Gaistme Sally (or Henry or
Don). Being on first-name terms is taken as a sa@fnacceptance and
friendliness. Americans, however, do use occupatiotitles. These are
considered to be different. Denoting a recognitibat has been earned, not
merely inherited. Occupations that most frequentlrry titles include:
diplomats, members of the Senate (or certain otbprgovernment posts),
judges of the courts, military officers above ataer rank, medical doctors,
ranking professors, priests, rabbis and some Raoieslergy. For example:
Ambassador Jones, Senator Smith, Governor Rockfdlielge Harley, General
Clark, Father White, Rabbi Cohen, Reverend Gray.

However, there are generally established and utwbersrules which
parallel this informality. There are topics — inagnreligion, politics, for
example — that many Americans feel are best avoidethsual conversation.
Those who insist upon formal address or titles -gémeral, those who take
themselves too seriously — are sometimes thoughe tphoney’ or pretentious
(such people are often targets for humour).

HOUSE AND HOME

The lives of most Americans revolve around theimke and houses. The
percentage of Americans owning the houses (andrapats) they live in is the
highest among western nations. Most Americans ktl in ‘single-family
dwellings’, that is, houses which usually haveanfrand backyard. Contrary to
a common belief, only about 5 % of all American® lin mobile homes.

In the Amencan famlly the husband and W|fe usua;lhare |mportant

enough, they part|C|pate as well. In mar__,
American families children are expected =
help around the house. They are assigr- g
‘chores’ which might include, for instanceg
washing and waxing floors, vacuuming tH§
rugs, cleaning windows, keeping the cji&
clean, mowing the lawn, shovelling snovs
looking after the pets, and so on. Sor
families give a small amount of money,
allowance, in exchange for these and simi
chores. Other families expect such work %S

be shared by everyone in the family. A ‘typical residential area
in a small New England tov

| oS
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Many American parents encourage
their children to be independent at an
early age. Some middle-class families
expect their children to find part-time
jobs, especially as they enter their teens.
This might be working at the local
supermarket or service station, mowing
lawns, delivering newspapers, or
babysitting. Most of these teenagers are
not working because their families can't
afford to buy things for them. Rather, the
. e e idea seems to be that the work experience
Many American teenagers deliver newspapelgelps young people appreciate the Vall_Je

in the moming before school st of work and learn how to stand on their
own two feet.

Most Americans expect their children to leave hatnen earlier age than do
parents in many other western countries. Beyoneertaio age, they are often
expected to contribute to, or pay for things tlwabgyond food, clothing, and shelter.

The common meal of the day is usually eaten iretlening. This varies in
time according to family traditions and dependimpmu each family member’s
schedule. It's usually the only time of the day wieeeryone is home.

The big food shopping is usually done once a wetkha local
supermarket. As American economy is a service-twgeone many businesses,
with employees working in shifts, stay open late pivide services and
possibilities for shopping. The food is often phycheck. It's convenient and,
moreover, as all checks are returned by the bankgrians have a record of
everything spent. Most stores pack the grocerieshiir customers, and many
still take them out to their cars.

Most Americans today work no more
than eight hours a day, five days a week at
their jobs. In 1986, 31 % of all employed
Americans put in a work week of less than
40 hours. About 44 % of all companies
offered ‘flex-time’, that is variable working
schedules, or ‘job-sharing’. About 62 % of
all American women between the ages of 18
and 62 are working. Most Americans drive
to work, and most children walk to school or
take public transportation. Yellow school
buses serve mostly rural areas and schools
The traditional brown paper bags arewith children from Wldely scattered areas.
still preferred to modern plastic ones Many adults and teenagers are

by most American shoppers involved in volunteer work. Some of this
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work is done through so-called service
organisations and clubs, all of whorr
raise money for charitable purposes an
some on a personal basis. Teenagers, i
example, often volunteer to work in
hospitals — so-called ‘candy-stripes’,
from their stripped uniforms.

In addition, there are so many othek
activities and clubs, groups, volunte~-
organlzatlor_ls, Course.s’ and ho.bbles’ t the communication center. Messages are
most Americans are involved in sevel kept in plice by small magne
at the same time. They are usually on uie
go most of the week, and have full weekends as. wetiericans also take
shorter and fewer holidays and vacations than mosbple in other
industrialised societies.

Americans have always been concerned with makirey dhores of
everyday life less tiresome and distasteful. Inees)tbusinessmen, designers,
neighbourhood initiatives and interest groups, puldfficials and private
citizens — all seem to be trying to make thingstdsetmore efficient, more
readily available, more convenient. From mail-orddropping to drive-in
banking, from durable-press materials for clottesdmputerized services and
take-out food, Americans have shown their prefezefac a comfortable and
convenient lifestyle.

America has two strong advantages when it comésoth The first is that
as the leading agricultural nation, she has alvien well supplied with fresh
meats, fruits, and vegetables in great varietelatively low prices. This is one
reason why steak or beef roast is probably the rfiygatal’American food; it
has always been more available.

In a country with widely different climates and ngafinuit and vegetable
growing regions, such items as fresh grapefruignges, lemons, melons,
cherries, peaches, or broccoli, iceberg lettucecados, and cranberries do not
have to be imported. This is one reason why frishes and salads are so
common.Family vegetables gardens have been vemnylgmpmoth as a hobby
and as a way to save money, from the days when Amsticans were farmers.
They also help to keep fresh food on the table.

The second advantage America has enjoyed is thatigrants have
brought with them, and continue to bring, the tiiadal foods of their countries
and cultures.The variety of foods and styles ipimmazing.Armenian, Basque,
Catalonian, Creole, Danish, French, German, Greeikgarian, Italian, Jewish,
Latvian, Mexican, Viethamese traditions are nowaxhe in the United States.

There seem to be four trends in America at preséanth are connected
with food and dining. First, there has been a rietaicrease in the number of

In many families the refrigerator door is
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reasonably priced restaurants which offer
specialty foods. These include those that
specialize in many varieties and types of
pancakes, those that offer only fresh, baked
breakfast foods, and the many that are
buffets and salads bars.

Secondly, growing number of
Americans are more regularly going out to
eat in restaurants. One reason is that they are
not too expensive. Another reason, probably
more important, is that many American
women today do not feel that their lives are
best spend in the kitchen. At the same time,

A Japanese restaurant in Chicago there js an increase in fine cooking as a
hobby for both men and women.

A third trend is that as a result of nationwidelttreaampaigns, Americans
in general are eating a much lighter diet. Ceraald grain foods, fruits and
vegetables, fish and salads are emphasized insté@dvy and sweet foods.

Finally, there is that international trend to ‘fdsbd’ chains which sell
pizza, hamburgers, Mexican foods, chicken, salamk sandwiches, seafoods,
and various ice creams. While many Americans andynodher people resent
this trend and while restaurants also dislike i&ngnyoung, middle-aged, and
old people, both rich and poor, continue to buy eatfast food.

Americans, like other nations, are very proud dirtltountry but their
pride seems more apparent. The ‘Star-Spangled Baand the flags of the
states are found in many places and displayed amy macasions, including
demonstrations against the government.

HOLIDAYS

Each of the 50 states establishes its own legabdad. The federal
government, through the President and Congresslegatly set holidays only
for federal employees and for the District of Cohuiam Most states, however,
accept the federal legal holidays. Holidays forfadleral offices, most state and
local government offices, and many (but not alliyinesses are:

New Year’'s DayJanuary 1);

Martin Luther King’s Birthday(third Monday in January);

Washington’s Birthday/Presidents’Déthird Monday in February);

Memorial Day(last Monday in May);

Independence Dajjuly 4);

Labour Day(first Monday in September);

Columbus Daysecond Monday in October);

Veterans’ Day(November 11);
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Thanksgiving Dayfourth Thursday in November);
Christmas DayDecember 25).

Thanksgiving Dayln the year 1620, a ship named the Mayflower bnoug
102 English men, women and children to the rockgstoof what is now
Massachusetts. Late in the year they landed anddéal the colony called
Plymouth. Their first winter in America was coleshdahard and about half of them
died. In the spring, with advice and help from lihéians, the settlers planted corn
and other crops and prepared as well as they éaulde next winter.

In October 1621, to celebrate the good harvest glogythe colonists held
a feast. They called this their day of thanksgiyimgld to thank their God for his
blessings.

Now, to celebrate the holiday families gather tbget usually at home
but sometimes in a restaurant, for a traditionanksgiving dinner. This almost
always includes some of the foods served at tisé Tinanksgiving-roast turkey
and cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes and pumpkin pie

Many people attend religious services on Thankegivbay, watching
football games is also a popular Thanksgiving Dagivdy. On this day
Americans show increased concern for the poor. iGliide organizations and
churches provide food or serve dinners for the need

Martin Luther King’'s Day

Martin Luther King made his famous ‘I Have a Dreapéech before a crowd of more
than 200,000 people who had assembled in Washinbt@h His birthday was first observed
as a national holiday in 1986 to honour this oulditag figure of the Civil Rights Movement

The Reverend Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. was a blatkgyman, who is
ranked among the greatest of black Americans becaifulsis crusade during the
1950s and 1960s to win full civil rights for hisqme. Preaching non-violence
Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke out and campaigneeldssly to rid the U.S. of
traditions and laws that force on black Americaine status of second-class
citizens. The world was shocked when Dr King wasaasinated in 1968. Ever
since, special memorial services have marked htedaly on January 15. By
vote of Congress, the third Monday of every Januagginning in 1986, is now
a federal holiday in Dr King’'s honour.
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Presidents’ Day

In the 1970s Congress declared that in
order to honour all past presidents of the United
States, a holiday, to be called Presidents’ Day,
would be observed on the third Monday in
February (until the mid-1970s, the birthday of
George Washington, first president of the USA,
February 22 was observed as a federal holiday).

Memorial Day
This holiday is a day on which
Americans honour the dead. Originally a day
on which flags and flowers were placed on
) graves of soldiers who died in the American
Soldiers’ graves are decorated on cjyi| \War, |t has become a day on which the
Memorial Day. The picture shows
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. d€ad of all wars and all other dead are
The names of all 157,939 remembered the same day. In many
Americans killed or reported communities special ceremonies are held in
missing in action in that war are - petaries or at monuments for the war dead
inscribed on this black marble w - .
by veterans of military services. Some hold
parades and others hold memorial services or dp@cigrammes in churches,
schools or other public meeting places.
The ‘Memorial Day Weekend’ is also considered tlegibning of the
summer season. In many places, the weekend maek®paning of public
beaches and public swimming pools.

Independence Day

This day is regarded as the birthday of
the U.S. as a free and independent nation. Most
Americans simply call it the ‘Fourth of July’,
on which date it always falls. The holiday
recalls the signing of the Declaration of
Independence on July 4, 1776.

Generally, picnics with  patriotic
speeches and parades are held all over the U.S.
on the Fourth of July. It is also a day on which
fireworks displays fill the skies in the evening.
The flying of flags, which also takes place on

Memorial Day and some other holiday, is
Many Americans like to spend  common.
the Fourth of July on the be:
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Labour Day

This holiday in many cities is marked by paradeswafrking people
representing the labour unions. For most America@dso marks the end of the
summer season.

Columbus Day

This day commemorates Italian navigator Christopl@lumbus’s
landing in the New World on October 12, 1492. Moations of the Americans
observe this holiday on October 12, but in the Ua®nual ovservances take
place on the second Monday in October. The majabcation of the day takes
place in New York City, which holds a huge paradetheyear.

Veterans’ Day

This holiday was originally called Armistice Daydawas established to
honour those Americans who had served in the Fifstld War. It falls on
November 11, the day on which that war ended ir81&lhonours veterans of
all the wars in which the USA has been involvedyd@izations of war veterans
hold parades or other special ceremonies, andrésedent or other high official
places a wreath on the Tomb of the Unknown SoldfieArlington National
Cemetery outside Washington, D.C. There are scideried there from each
war the USA has fought since World War I.

In addition to the widely recognized holidays Ita@bove, two Sundays
are also observed in special ways. One is the deSanday in May, which is
always Mother’'s Day, a day on which children honthair mothers, give them
gifts, or perhaps take them to a restaurant fanetin

The other is the third Sunday in June, which ih&&$ Day, and children
honour their fathers in some special way.

IT ISINTERESTING TO KNOW

THE CHANGING AMERICAN FAMILY

The American family unit is in the process of changhere used to be mainly two
types of families: the extended and the nucleae &ktended family most often included
mother, father, children, and some other relatigesh as grandparents, living in the same
house or nearby. Then as job patterns changedhanecbnomy progressed from agricultural
to industrial, people were forced to move to ddfar parts of the country for job
opportunities. These moves split up the extendedlya The nuclear family became more
prevalent; this consisted of only the parents &aedchildren.

Now, besides these two types of traditional grogpinthe word ‘family’ is being
extended to include a variety of other living agaments. Today's family can be made up of
diverse combinations. With the divorce rate nearlg in two, there is an increase in single-
parent homes: a father or mother living with onermre children. Blended families occur
when previously married men and women marry agatha@mbine the children from former
marriages into a new family. On the other hand,esaouples decide not to have any children
at all, so there is an increase in two-person t@sklfamilies. There are also more people who
live alone: single, widowed, divorced. Now, ondiire Americans lives alone.
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THIE AMERICAN FAJILY,

BY THE
NUMBERS

The Amerdcan amily has experienced considerabla
erillbion aver the past few decades. Slabisfics bear
aul the degree of charge,

MARRIAGE AND FaAMILY

B The average number ol persons pers 0.5,
househald, among whites and Alricen Americans,
has declined over the past three decades from 3.1 in
1970t 2.6 in 1998 (the latest (1.5, Census Bureau
tigures available). The average number im Hispamnic-
American housshiolds increased [rom thres in 197%
e 3.5 in 1998, Among Asian Americans, the figure
has remained steady at 3.2 since 1990 (earller data
are not avaiable).
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1998 (US Census Bureau)
Mamied-couple hoiseholds 528

Femate-headed Fomily households 124
Male-hesded fomily househoids 38
ar-family housshaldsy 309

529 124 £ 209



B Fifty-three percent of the houssholds & tha
tUnhked States were haadad h:,' married couplas in

1958, This compares with 78.2 percent m 950 and
&1 percent in 1580,

B Filty-sevan percent of U5, househalds n 1953
congated of ona or two people. Another |7 percant
inchaded a third person, and 15.6 percent were four-
persan househodkds.

W From 1975 to 1999, acconding 1o the Pogulation
Referance Bureai, the percentags of adults in the
(.5, population who have never been marred has
increased from 22 to 28 parcent,

B i 19949, thaie were 70,2 million children ondes
18 in the United States, an increase from less than 50
million in 1950, It & projected that the number will
rise by ancther seven millics by 2020, Yet chfdren
under 18 made up 26 parcent of the population in
1995, down from 36 percent in 1960,

Size of (.5.A. households,
1998 ((1.5.A. Census Bureau)

One person 75,5 Twopeaple 124
Meepeople 168  Fourpecpl 155
Five people 6.8 Sir pecpie 2.1

| Seven or mare people 12

g R,
e R
ey

Seven or more: l

L]

LE]

B There has been an increase in the number of
adulis ages 65 and older In the total population From
elght percent in 1050 to 13 percent in 1099, That
figure is expected o increase to 17 percent by 2020,

B The percentage of white non-Hispanic ch&dren
under 18 in the Onited Siates has decreased from 74
percend in [980 to B85 percent in 1899, The number
of Hispanics in the ehfd popuedation has risen from

L

L

Married-couple households, 1940-98
{as percentage of all households-USA

Census Bureau)
i il

i
M

TR0 Pasl WSSD 1900 TS0 190 190E

rine pefcent in 1980 to 16 percent in 1999, That
figure is projected to reach 20 percent by 2020, The
percerlage ol blacks in the child popubation has
remained stable, al around 18 percent, during the
past two decades,

B Of famnlies with childeen under the age of 18, 73
percent were headed by married couples In 1998,
This contrasts with $2.6 percent of similary-
atruchened Familkas in 1950, and 805 percent in
F380, In 1998, 22 parcent of familiss with children
below 18 wore mather-only houscholds, with alngle-
father howseholds comprising the remaimning five
prrcent.

Families with children

under 18,1998 (.5, Census Burcau)
Momed-coupie famifed 727

Mother-gnby fomifives 22,1

Ftfer-only families 5.2

B Among children livirg with two parents,
according to 1996 Census Bureau figures, 91 percent
lived with both biclogical or adoptive parends, Mine
percent lived with o bizlogical or adoptive parent and
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Married couples in the Married Couples in the labor force
labor force with children under with children under 18,

age 6, 1998 (USCensus Bureau) 198698 ({1.5. Census Bureau)
Heseheaned and Wil warking £2.1 Hirsband and Wife waorking 59.3 7 6510

; A P Mighand anly warking 36,2/ 37 1
:;:T:pﬂkﬁgg = f:{lnﬂ'wnrklng 2FA30 Nekharmorking 24 /)8
Nesthet working 1.4 Ink

ERTRET}

. &0
A0
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# a0k .
e a0
l|;h .
[} P i L.
i . SEh 1R THES 1%98 IBBS |08R 1524 |

N i i R Hin 1970, 3.2 F U5, children llved
- & n ; percent of U.5, © ived ina
n stop-parent. Ahaut BO parcent of children livi
i B P nd hausabald maintained by a grandparent,. By 1957,

with a step-parent lived with their mather and a
ultpruﬂ-uup i thie figure rose o 5.5 parcent -- an increases of 76

) parcent cyer slightly more than & quarer-century.
Within the 1%%0s alone -- from F990 ta 1997 - tha

number ol grandparent-mamtaned households roze
19 parcent.

W in 1998, of children in single-parent homes,
nearly 16 percent lived with thelr fathess, This
regpresents an increase from B.5 percent in 1980,

Famaes, Work ave Cimp Care
Married couples in the U.5. Labaor Force.

1958 (0.8, Census Bureau) B In 1998, of married couples in the (LS, labar
Hirshand mnd Wie working 551 force, 563 percent represented dual-eaming couples,
Hustrd anlfy working 21,0 In 1.5 percent of the cases, only the husband was
Wile orly working 5.7 wiorking, and In 5.7 porcent, only the wile was

MNeither working 157 employed. The remaining parcantage representad

non-working couples,

W Of marmed working couples with children under
age 18, the percentage of dual-eaming coupbas rose
frmm 593 in 1986 to'6B in 1998, The prrcentage of
famibes In which only the husband was employed
dnclined from 36.2 in 1986 t0 271 a doren yesrs laber.

B i =0 = an rax & B The percentage of working mothers with Infants
has rsen drametically. Of the 3.7 millisn women in
1998 whio had children younoer than one yeas ald, 59
percent wers working outside the home, The 1996

figure was 31 percant.

B With respact to children undes 1B in the United
Euates, 68 peroant were being raised by two parenis
in 1994. Anothor 233 parcant wana helng rased
folely by their Baological mothers, and 4.4 percant
solely by their Biclogical Fathers. Slightly mong than
feue parcent ware being raissd by other relatives or
non-nalatives,

B According 1o 8 Bureau of Labor Statistics
tabulation, the numnber ol "al-home fathers ages 25
to 54 who chose mot to look for workl, because af
home responsibilitles, rose from 4,8 percent in 1951
ko B.4 percent in [O9E. ™
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FATHER'S DAY

The Celebration of Dad’s special day can mostyiked credited to Mrs John B. Dodd
who first suggested the idea of the holiday in 1909

Her father, civil war veteran William Smart, wasdewed when his wife died in
childbirth with their sixth child. Despite the olowvis hardships, Mr Smart proceeded to raise
his children by himself.

It was not until Sonora Dodd became an adult tihat ealized the strength and
selflessness her father had shown in raising hidren as a single parent. The original date
chosen for the holiday was June 5, Mr Smart's dayh however the celebration was
postponed until June 1%he third Sunday in June, because there was naigéntme to
prepare.

At about the same time in various towns and cai@®ss America other people were
beginning to celebrate a Father’'s Day. In earlyeiimwearing flowers was a traditional way
of celebrating this day. Mrs. Dodd favoured the nesk to honour a father still living, while a
white flower honoured a deceased dad.

In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge supported tlea idf a national Father’'s Day, but
it never became official until 196&hen President Lyndon Johnson signed the presalenti
proclamation that set aside the third Sunday oé AsmFather’'s Day.

PROGRESS QUESTIONS

1. What characterizes the ‘frontier experience’,avlkey terms do you associate
with it?

2. What aspects of the ‘American lifestyle’ can tbeced back to the frontier
experience?

3. Where do most Americans (both in urban and rarahs) live?

4. What differs American parents from Belarusiaessh

5. How long is a work week of an average Ameriddo® many hours a week do they
have to work?

6. How do American adults and teenagers contribaiteharity?

7. What things do Americans value in their everyidag

8. Make a list of characteristics that you persiyalonsider typical of Americans.
Discuss your view in class.

9. Speak about any American holiday (When is tHeldwp celebrated? What does
it commemorate? When did it come into existence? lan official holiday? Is it
celebrated in all the states of the country? Howp@ople celebrate it? What traditions is
it connected with?).

SEMINAR 7
Lifestyles

1. Speak on the three American ‘national charagtiesi.
2. Speak on the life of an average American.
3. Speak on the major American holidays.
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QUIZ

1. The ___ experience began when the first coksisttled on the east coast of North
America in 1600s. It ended about 1890 when thewastern lands were settled. Everyday life
onthe _ helped to mould the three most notablerfgan ‘national characteristics’: ___ to
strangers; a strong senseof __and ____ ; agdnera.

2. Wealthy and middle-class people in USA citied &mwns live in apartments,
condominiums, orin ___ - houses.

3. The traditional American family of the past usednclude grandparents or other
relatives who were living with the parents and direh and was called the __ family. Today
for the most part the typical American family catsiof mother, father and children and is
known as the ___ family.

4. The three holidays which were first observedha USA but have now spread
elsewhere are __ Day (usually observed on Mayséwdiere),  (in Canada), and ___’s
Day (wherever there are florists, greeting-card @amies, candy manufactures, and
mothers).

5. Like Christmas, ____ is a day for families to eotagether. Traditional foods are
prepared for the feast — _ or ham, __ sauceord dishes, breads and rolls, and
pie. At the same time, it is a solemn occasiorgyatd remember the many who are less well
off, in America and throughout the world.



FINAL TEST

I. Fill in the blanks with the correct word:

1. The War of Independence fought by American demhelped by
and ___ against Britain ended in ____ with the sigrof the Treaty of .

2.In ___ Alaska was purchased from ___ .

3. In 2004 the USA population was more than __ pelople.

4. The searoutes to Asia and Australia pass tieert =~

5. The United States of America was originally dedppby .

6. New England is a small region in the __ coofeéhe country. It's one
of the country’s industrial centers.

7. Many of their most stable features Americans otwethe
experience.

8. A bill may originate in either house of Congregsept for bills dealing
with _ or__ .

9. Other important __ of the Mississippi are, desithe Missouri, the
Ohio River,the __ River, the Red River.

10. In the USA there are two types of schools:and .

11. The climate classification based on moisturaratteristics divides
the country into five climatic provinces: superhdphiumid, _ ,  and arid.

12. By the middle of the f9century only  and ___ were inhabited by
Indians.

13. Those who study at a university or four-yediege are known as
____,and those who have received a degree afteyéaus of studies are known
as :

14.  is another important crop for southern &asn

15. In Arizona, where the land is deeply split bg t  River is one of
the wonders of the world-

16. Elementary and secondary schools in the USAe rmwhumber of
required ___ subjects.

17. The American Continent was named after an avigator :

18. The department heads are usually called __ ey Tdre directly
responsible to the  and can be best seen aagssistants and advisers. When
they meet together, they are termed ‘the __ ’s.

19. The Rio Grande forms a natural boundary betweenand the .

20. The red colour in the national flag symbolizes, the white | and
the blue  and .
21. The presidential election is technically ancet® of  not a

President directly.

145



22. In spite of the fact that there are fewer fagreach year, production
continues to . The United States is not only- ___in food supply but also
_____millions tons of agricultural goods.

23. Over a ___ of the country is still under foyegtich ranges from the
mangroves and swamp-forests of __ to the huge [Bsudigs and redwoods of
the __ states and from hickory, walnut and oathef __ -central states to the
pinesof  andthe __ mountains.

24. After four years of study at a four-year coledbe graduates receive
the degree of of or of :

25. _ Day is the fourth Monday of every May, whtee Americans
honour the dead of all wars in which the USA toaktp

26. Adopted in 1787 the Constitution was finallyifrad and came into
forcein .

27. The Indians and Eskimos are descended fromigp&dm migrated to
North America from __ more than ___ years ago.

28.In 1860 the __ party won the presidentialtedacand __ became
president of the USA.

29. Even though the USA economy is based on __, the government
has placed __ on economic practices through taesye

30. The United States has to import some minergisired for modern
industries. They include mica, strontium, cobaifustrial diamonds, _ , |

31. On January 1, 1863 Lincoln issued the __ which granted
freedom to all slaves.

32. Congress is the supreme -  body of thatgoult has two
chambersthe  of  andthe .

33. Christopher Columbus, the _ navigator, engaldyy  king and
queen discovered Americain __ .

34. During the late 1600s and throughout the 1700sand struggled
for colonial domination in North America. The laginflict called the
____in Europe and the French and Indian war in Asaded to France’s __ of
its holdings east of the Mississippi River.

35. High school students are helped by school alanen choosing the
subjects which are called __ because they areauatssary for everybody.

36. Today, there are about 6 million __ Americhviag in the United
States.

37. The 39 delegates who drafted the Constitutimiuded most of the
outstanding leaders,or | of the New nation.
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38. The Interior Plains occupy a vast area thattdtes from the
Appalachian Highlands in the east to the Rocky Maus in the west. The
western part of the region is the chief _ seatbibtine country.

39. The system of checks and balances gives aacitlbthe means to
____the other two.

40. The ___ is atest in mathematics and Engligls sk

41. The _ of _ was proclaimed by the Americandtess on July 4,
1776.

42. Among the vegetables and fruits domesticatethéyndians are
____, peanuts, peppers, ___, pumpkins, __, .

43. The 13 red and white ___ of the American fiaglsolize the first 13
____ofthe USA.

44. The first permanent English colony  was &mthin 1607 in
Virginia.

45. Among the __ types of higher education institis there is the two-
year, or ___ college, which is financed by the lcamathorities and which is
intended for local need.

46. Slavery was abolished in most ____ states, willee it continued
to exist.

47. The second permanent British settlement, caflggnouth Colony,
was founded by the _ who came to North America in on board a ship, the

48. California is the most ___ state (27 millioropke),  is second (18
million).

49. The __ from Scandinavia visited the Contirefniorth America in
the __ century.

[I. Complete the sentence with the best answer (B, c):

1. The USA occupies a favourable geographical positbecause the
Atlantic Ocean is of great importance for the cotsiisea communications with ...
a) Asia.
b) Australia.
c) Europe.

2. Some people who came to America had left themdiand because
they wanted ...
a) to change a place.
b) to solve their family problems.
c) to have religious freedom.
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3. Pre-university programmes, with an emphasis cad@mic subjects
required for college work, vocational or technioales, preparing children for
future work, and general programmes combining etgsnef the previous two
are taught ...

a) in different schools.
b) in private schools.
c) at the same school.

4. The main result of the victory of the North InetCivil war was...
a) the abolition of slavery.
b) the restoration of the American Union.
c) the further development of the working class eroent.

5. Close to the Pacific coast lying between mountanges stretches...
a) the Plateau of Prairies.
b) the California Valley.
c) the Piedmont Plain.

6. The only ‘native’ Americans making up about 2 &b the USA
population are ...
a) people of Negro origin.
b) Indians, Eskimos, Aleuts.
c) people of Anglo-Saxon origin.

7. The British government introduced heavy taxesthe American
colonies, because ...
a) it needed money to support its big fleet.
b) it was afraid of American competition and dedid® crush
American industry.
C) it was preparing for war in Europe.

8. The elementary school may include eight grades®me places, and ...
a) the teachers pay attention to some basic ssbject
b) the fees are very high.
C) six grades in others.

9. The first permanent settlement in North Amen@es built by ...
a) the Spaniards.
b) the Russians.
c) the French.
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10. In 1863 the commander of the Confederate aremnyetl Lee met the
Union army at Gettysburg and ...
a) after three days of fighting the Confederaten w@reat victory.
b) the greatest battle on American territory totdcp.
C) a peace agreement was signed.

11. The main export items of the U.S. are...
a) corn, wheat, cotton, tobacco and fruits.
b) dairy products and minerals.
c) timber, wheat, fruits.

12. If a Vice-President dies or is unable to cavty his duties, he is
succeeded by ...
a) the Speaker.
b) the Secretary of State.
c) the President pro tem.

13. A Dutch colony called New Amsterdam was essalgld in ...
a) 1565 in Florida.
b) 1633 in Massachusetts.
c) 1609 on Manhattan Island.

14. The beginnings of Thanksgiving Day in the USA ...
a) are connected with English traditions.
b) go down to the years of early colonization.
c) were introduced by immigrants in theé™@&ntury.

15. Candidates for the Presidency are chosen biicpblparties several
months before the presidential election, whichetdhevery four years on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in ...

a) October.
b) November.
c) December.

16. In resources of gold, silver, uranium, mercamyg asbestos the United
States holds ...
a) the first place.
b) the second place.
c) the third place.

17. Students in U.S. universities and collegesnaoged up to the next
year ...
a) on the basis of their final exams.
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b) on the basis of their GPA.
c) automatically.

18. The USA is a fully-developed industrial countrgh ...
a) a solid agricultural basis.
b) a weak agricultural basis.
c) a limited agricultural basis.

19. The United States has a two-party system whereading parties are ...
a) the Democrats and the Republicans.
b) the Democrats and the Labours.
c) the Republicans and the Labours.

20. On April 9, 1865 General Lee ...
a) won a great victory against the North.
b) surrendered to General Grant at Appomattox hedCivil War was
over.
C) started a new campaign against the Union Army.

21. To become an Act of Congress a bill must be ...
a) passed by the Senate and signed by the President
b) passed by both Houses and signed by the Présiden
c) passed by both Houses, signed by the Presigehtipproved by
the Supreme Court.

22. Every child in the USA must attend school, but
a) many start working even before 16.
b) every state has its own laws regulating educatio
c) fees are different.

23. The prevailing western winds bring rains frdme Pacific Ocean but
the largest amount of the rain is caught befocart go further inland by ...
a) the Sierra Nevada and the Cascade Mountains.
b) the Rocky Mountains.
c) the Appalachian Mountains.

24. Many people contributed to writing the Consian, though one of
the three is regarded as the father of the Cofistitu
a) James Madison.
b) Alexander Hamilton.
c) George Washington.
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25. The struggle between pro-slavery and anti-sjagettlers spread to
Virginia, where in 1859 ...
a) John Brown raised a revolt of the black slaves.
b) the white settlers began to support the Negroes.
C) a compromise was reached.

26. The Rocky Mountain States region lies in thetveé the country. The
region has ...
a) the rugged Rocky Mountains, the Great Lakespland valleys.
b) the rugged Rocky Mountains, the Sierra Nevadarikns in the
South and the areas of deserts.
c) the rugged Rocky Mountains, areas of desespbhnd plateaus.

27. The chief oil-bearing areas of the United State to be found in the ...
a) eastern part.
b) western part.
C) southern part.

28. The waters of the Mississippi River are gatti¢rem ...
a) two-thirds of the country.
b) all the territory of the country.
c) one quarter of the country.

29.In 1787 the American Constitution was drawn inpPhiladelphia
which ...
a) is in force in the USA today.
b) with its 26 amendments is in force at the presere.
c) has been seriously changed since then.

30. In 1803 the territory of the United States tstrted to the Rocky
Mountains ...
a) as a result of the occupation of Louisiana ewtlar against France.
b) after the American army seized the territoryndyiwest of the
Mississippi River from the Red Indians.
c) as a result of the purchase of Louisiana fromdison for 15 min
dollars.

31. The Pilgrim Fathers left England for Americzdgse they ...
a) wanted to find gold in California.
b) were persecuted in England.
c) wanted to find a new way to the Far East.
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32. The 22 Amendment to the Constitution, 1951, limited thesidency
to no more than ...
a) one term.
b) two terms.
c) three terms.

33. The legislative work of Congress is done mastly..
a) standing committees.
b) the Senate.
c) the House of Representatives.

34. A vital role in the formation of the populatiohthe USA was played
by ...
a) emigration.
b) migration.
C) immigration.

35. In 1787 the country included the 13 originaltes: New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Connectaty Jersey, Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, Rhode Island and ...

a) Florida, North Caroline, South Carolina.
b) Georgia, North Dakota, South Dakota.
c) Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina.

36. The Indians arrived in America, coming from ...
a) Africa by way of the Atlantic Ocean.
b) Asia by way of the Bering Strait.
c) Asia by way of the Pacific Ocean.

37. Despite the number of population every statecasstitutionally
guaranteed in the House of Representatives at.least
a) one member.
b) two members.
c) three members.

38. The American frontier consisted of the unsettégjions of the USA ...
a) which were usually found in the western pathefcountry.
b) which were occupied by the people from Canada.
c) which were conquered by the whites in the 18thtary.

39. By a special Act of Congress in 1931 ...
a) the song The Star-Spangled Banner became tioaaladinthem.
b) the song America, the Beautiful became the natianthem.
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c) the song God Bless America became the natioriaéan.

40. The Constitution of the USA provides, that ®enate, the smaller
house, should be composed of two members from each
a) district.
b) state.
C) constituency.

41. The average density of population in the Un§éates is ...
a) 30.7 persons per square kilometer.
b) 37.1 persons per square kilometer.
c) 70.3 persons per square kilometer.

42. Today the U.S. economy is dominated by ...
a) manufacturing.
b) service industries.
C) agriculture.

I1l. Are the statements true or false? Correct thefalse sentences to
make them true:

1. Constitutional qualifications for the Presiderarg: the President must
be at least 30 years old, a resident of the couoiryat least 12 years and a
national born citizen.

2. Forests cover more than 30 % of the United State

3. During one term or semester a student will stiody or five different
subjects.

4. The share of service industries in the U.S. G®Ress than that of
manufacturing.

5. The presidential term of four years begins invé&ber, immediately
after the election.

6. The first major defeat of the British army un@sneral John Burgoyne
in the War of Independence took place at Saratoga.

7. Every child in the USA is guaranteed up to 18rgeof education.

8. The United States is a constitutional monarabryststing of 50 states
and the District of Columbia.

9. New Mexico was bought from France in 1845.

10. The most famous salty lakes of the USA areGheat Salt Lake, in
Utah, and the Salton Sea, in Southern California.

11. Hawaii is located in an arid zone, but its elienis comfortable
because of the ocean currents and the north-eadswi
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12. The Democratic Party which was formed in 185dpsrted slavery.

13. In total resources of uranium the United Stasesfter the South
African Republic and Canada.

14. April 12, 1861 marked the end of the Civil Wauhen local South
Carolina troops opened fire on the U.S. militargdaf Fort Sumter.

15. A high school ‘unit’ is equal to about 120 h®wf classes in one
subject.

16. Independence Day is observed in July, and rkedaby parades and
flying of flags all over the country.

17. The ‘Boston Tea Party’ was a friendly receptipren by the English
merchants to the citizens of Boston.

18. Until about 1880 most immigrants came from Imemy and western
Europe.

19. Representatives of many nationalities and ethrmups took part in
the formation of the American nation and it is axtremely unique and
complicated product.

20. The central part of the Great North-Americaatédu — the Great
Basin — is a semi-desert area.

21. After the war with Mexico for California andetfsouth-West in 1848,
the USA won California, Utah, Nevada, and partsAakzona, New Mexico,
Wyoming and Colorado.

22. English is the ‘official’ national languagetbe United States.

23. The American colonies were not angered by tiaen® Act (1765)
because the tax stamps were not expensive.

24. The technical training institution is intended high school graduates
to learn different technical skills and trades rssegy for industry and to receive
the degrees of Bachelor of Arts, or of sciencer dlifte graduation.

25. The United States has possession of variousoters in the North
Sea and the Pacific Ocean.

26. The principal reason today for population mogetris the growth of
new industries, especially in the West and South.

27. Almost all elections in the United States fallthe ‘winner-take-all’
principle, thus the candidate who wins 50 % plus wote in a state is supposed
to get all of that state’s electoral voters.

28. More than half of the population is concenttate the agricultural
Northeast and the density of population here ig egh.

29. The Appalachian Mountains divide the countrp itwo parts — the
East and the West.
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30. High school students in the USA are those yquewple who attend
universities.

31. Under the U.S. Constitution, the DepartmenEdfication has power
to make laws in the field of education.

32. The Indians began to fight against the whitdlese because the
whites took the land of the Indians.

33. Leif Ericson, a Viking raider, discovered Normtmerica 50 years
before Columbus.

34. Between Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, on the &ladRiver, which
links the two lakes, are powerful Niagara Fallegyitating from a height of
almost 50 meters.

35. The House of Representatives and the Senatenoiayeject each
other’s bills. The Senate also confirms the Pregidgudicial appointments.

36. In December 1860 South Carolina left the Anaarit/inion and it was
joined by 15 southern and northern states.

37. The second Sunday in May is known as Mothegy Bnd the third
Sunday in June is called Children’s Day.

38. The West of the USA is under the powerful Gtech Mountain
System, and the Rockies are part of this system.

39. The Great Lakes make up the largest groupkeklan the country, as
well as the greatest collection of fresh-water $aikethe world.

40. In the United States the usual requirementsifgir school graduation
are finals in all subjects taught at school.

41. The USA is situated in central North AmericathwCanada to the
north, Mexico to the South, the Atlantic Oceanhe test and the Pacific Ocean
to the east.

42. The federal government is responsible not @rynatters concerning
the country as a whole but also for matters of etate.

43. Many of the currently grown industries are amoihigh-tech’
industries which tend to be highly automated and o need fewer workers. As
a result the proportion of American workers emptbye service industries has
declined.
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APPENDIX

States of the United States of America

Official and | Yearof| , nepresen
Number State Postal State- Nickname Capital
Abbreviations hood (sq.mi) Congress
(1987)
1 Delaware]'deloweg] Del., DE 1787 2,060| The First State Dover 1
2 Pennsylvanig  pensal'veinia] Pa., PA 1787 | 45,33% The Keystone | Harrisburg 23
State
3 New Jersey [nju:'d3o:z1] NJ 1787 7,835| The Garden Statérenton 14
4 Georgia['dza:d39] Ga., GA 1788 | 58,875 The Empire Statdtlanta 10
of the South
5 Connecticut ka'netikat] Conn., CT 1788 5,010, The ConstitutiorHartford 6
State
6 Massachusetts fnaesa't fu:sits] Mass., MA 1788 8,260 The Bay State Boston 11
7 Maryland [mmearilond] Md., MD 1788 10,580 The Old Line | Annapolis 8
State
8 South Carolinafavd kaera'laing] SC 1788 | 31,055 The Palmetto | Columbia 6
State
9 New Hampshirerfju:'heemp 9] NH 1788 9,305 | The Granite Concord 2
State
10 | Virginia [va'd3inio] Va., VA 1788 40,815 The Old Richmond 10
Dominion
11 New York [ nju:jo:k] NY 1788 49,575| The Empire Statélbany 34
12 | North Carolina fi2:0  keera'laing] NC 1789 | 52,585 The Tar Heel | Raleigh 11
State
13 | Rhode Island fovd  ailond] RI 1790 1,215 | Little Rhody Providence 2
14 | Vermont ya'mpnt] Vt., VT 1791 9,610 | The Green Montpelier 1
Mountain State




LGT

15 | Kentucky ken'taki] Ky., KY 1792 | 40,410| The Bluegrass | Frankfort 7
State

16 | Tennessee [tena'si] Tenn., TN 1796 | 42,243 The Volunteer | Nashville 9
State

17 | Ohio [ov'harav] OH 1803 41,220 The Buckeye | Columbus 21
State

18 | Louisiana[u i:zr'aeng] La., LA 1812 | 48,520 The Pelican StatBaton Rouge 8

19 | Indiana [ mndr' &nas] Ind., IN 1816 | 36,290; The Hoosier | Indianapolis 10
State

20 Mississippi [ misr'sipi] Miss., MS 1817 47,713 The Magnolia | Jackson 5
State

21 lllinois [  1la'noi] ., IL 1818 56,400 | The Prairie State  Springfield 22

22 | Alabama [ &lo'baema] Ala, AL 1819 | 51,610| The Heartof | Montgomery 7
Dixie

23 Maine [mein] Me., ME 1820 33,215 The Pine Tree | Augusta 2
State

24 Missouri [mr'zvari] Mo., MO 1821 69,690, The Show Me | Jefferson City 9
State

25 | Arkansas [i:konso:] Ark., AR 1836 53,105 The Land of Little Rock 4
Opportunity

26 Michigan [mifigon] Mich., Mi 1837 58,215/ The Wolverine | Lansing 18
State

27 Florida [florida] Fla., FL 1845 58,560 The Sunshine | Tallahassee 19
State

28 | Texas [teksos] Tex., TX 1845 | 267,340 The Lone Star | Austin 27
State

29 lowa [‘a1ov9] la., IA 1846 56,290 The Hawkeye | Des Moines 6
State

30 | Wisconsin fvr'skonsin] Wis., WI 1848 56,155 The Badger State Madison 9

31 | California [keela'fo:nia] Calif., CA 1850 | 158,69% The Golden Statg Sacramento 45

32 | Minnesota [ minr'souta] Minn., MN 1858 | 84,070 The North Star Saint Paul 8
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State

33 Oregon [brigon] Oreg., OR 1859 96,980 The Beaver State Salem

34 Kansas Ka&nzas] Kan., KS 1861 82,265 The Sunflower| Topeka
State

35 | West Virginia westva'd3mio] W.Va., WV 1863 24,180, The Mountain | Charleston
State

36 Nevada pir'va:da] Nev., NV 1864 | 110,540 The Silver State| Carson City

37 | Nebraskafo'braesks] Nebr., NE 1867 | 77,230 The Cornhuskerincoln
State

38 | Colorado [ kola'ra:dav], Col,, CO 1876 | 104,25pThe Centennial | Denver

[ ka:la'reedov] State

39 North Dakota ho:0da'kavuto] N.Dak., ND 1889 70,665 The Sioux State  Bismarck

40 South Dakotadav6da'kavta] S.Dak., SD 1889 77,045 The Coyote State Pierre

41 Montana pn'taena] Mont., MT 1889 | 147,140 The Treasure Helena
State

42 | Washington Wo[1pton] Wash., WA 1889 68,190 The Evergreen Olympia
State

43 | Idaho [aidahav] ID 1890 | 83,560 The Gem State Boise

44 | Wyoming [war'avmin)] Wyo., WY 1890 97,915 The Equality | Cheyenne
State

45 | Utah [ju:ta:] uT 1896 | 84,915/ The Beehive | Salt Lake City
State

46 | Oklahoma [ auklo'havma] Okla., OK 1907 69,920 The Sooner State Oklahomga Cit

47 | New Mexico hju:'meksikau] N.Mex., NM 1912 | 121,66% The Land of Santa Fe
Enchantment

48 | Arizona [, aerr'zovno] Ariz., AZ 1912 | 113,91Q The Grand Phoenix
Canyon State

49 | Alaska p'leeska] Alas., AK 1959 | 586,410 The Last Frontief Juneau

50 Hawaii [ha'walii] HI 1959 6,450 | The Aloha State  Honolulu
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The Presidents of the United States of America

George Washington

Dates of Presidency
04\30\1789-03\03\1797

Birth: Friday, February 22, 1732
Died: Saturday, December 14, 1799
Terms Served:2

Party: Federalist

Vice President:John Adams

John Adams

Dates of Presidency
03\04\1797-03\03\1801

Birth: Tuesday, October 25, 1735
Died: Tuesday, July 04, 1826
Terms Served:1

Party: Federalist

Vice President:Thomas Jefferson

First Lady: Martha Dandridge Custis, Wife First Lady: Abigail Smith, Wife

Education: No College

Education: Harvard University

Profession:Military (General), Surveyor, PlanterProfession: Teacher, Lawyer, Surveyor
___He was the first president in the history of He was the first to live in the White

the world and the only president to biEouse. His term was almost over by the
elected unanimously and inaugurated in tviimme he moved in, and only six rooms had

cities: New York and Philadelphia.

Thomas Jefferson

Dates of Presidency
03\04\1801-03\03\1809

Birth: Saturday, April 13, 1743

Died: Tuesday, July 04, 1826

Terms Served:2

Party: Democratic-Republican

Vice President:Aaron Burr, George Clinton
First Lady: Martha
Daughter

Wife: Martha Wayles Skelton

Education: College of William and Mary
Profession:Lawyer

___He authorized the Lewis and Clark
expedition to explore the land the U.S.
obtained through the Louisiana Purchase.

James Monroe

Dates of Presidency
03\0411817-03\03\1825

Birth: Friday, April 28, 1758

Died: Monday, July 04, 1831

Terms Served:2

Party: Democratic-Republican

Vice President:Daniel D. Tompkins
First Lady: Elizabeth Kortright, Wife
Education: College of William and Mary

Profession: Military (Lieutenant Colonel),

Lawyer

been finished.

James Madison

Dates of Presidency
03\04\1809-03\03\1817

Birth: Monday, March 15, 1751

Died: Tuesday, June 28, 1836

Terms Served:2

Party: Democratic-Republican

Vice President: George Clinton, Elbridge

‘Patsy’ Randolph,Gerry

First Lady: Dolly Payne Todd, Wife
Education: Princeton University
Profession: Military (Colonel),
Planter

James Madisowas nearly five feet five
inches tall and weighed one hundred
pounds.

Farmer,

John Quincy Adams

Dates of Presidency
03\0411825-03\03\1829

Birth: Saturday, July 11, 1767

Died: Wednesday, February 23, 1848
Terms Served:1

Party: Democratic-Republican

Vice President:John Calhoun

First Lady: Louisa Catherine Johnson, Wife
Education: Harvard University
Profession: Lawyer

___Son of the second president John Adams.

___In 1819 he approved the Adams-Onide remains the only president to hold office in
Treaty which purchased Florida from Spairthe House of Representatives after his presidential

term expired; he served 17 years in the House.
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Andrew Jackson Martin Van Buren

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
03\0411829-03\03\1837 03\0411837-03\03\1841
Birth: Sunday, March 15, 1767 Birth: Thursday, December 05, 1782
Died: Sunday, June 08, 1845 Died: Thursday, July 24, 1862
Terms Served:2 Terms Served:1
Party: Democratic Party: Democratic
Vice President: John C. Calhoun, MartinVice President:Richard M. Johnson
Van Buren First Lady: Angelica Singleton Van Buren,
First Lady: Emily Donelson, Niece of wife Daughter-in-law
Wife: Rachel Donelson Wife: Hannah Hoes
Education: No College Education: No College
Profession:Military (Major General) Profession: Lawyer
___First president to ride on a railroad train.__He was the first president born as a U.S.
citizen.

William Henry Harrison John Tyler
Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
03\04\1841-04\04\1841 04\06\1841-03\03\1845
Birth: Tuesday, February 09, 1773 Birth. Monday, March 29, 1790
Died: Sunday, April 04, 1841 Died: Saturday, January 18, 1862
Terms Served:1(Died in office) Terms Served:1
Party: Whig Party: Whig
Vice President:John Tyler Vice President:None
First Lady: Jane Irwin Harrison, Daughterfirst Lady: Priscilla Cooper Tyler,
in-law Daughter-in-law
Wife: Anna Tuthill Symmes Wife: Letitia Christian
Education: Hampden-Sydney College Education: College of William and Mary
Profession:Military (Major General) Profession:Military (Captain), Lawyer
___He gave the longest inauguration speech He was nicknamed ‘His Accidency,” due
of any president (8,445 words). to the way in which he assumed the office.
James Knox Polk Zachary Taylor
Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
03\0411845-03\03\1849 03\05\1849-07\09\1850
Birth: Monday, November 02, 1795 Birth: Wednesday, November 24, 1784
Died: Friday, June 15, 1849 Died: Tuesday, July 09, 1850

Terms Served:1 Terms Served:1(Died in office)
Party: Democratic Party: Whig
Vice President: George Mifflin Dallas Vice President: Millard Fillmore
First Lady: Sarah Childress, Wife First Lady: Betty Taylor Bliss, Daughter
Education: University of North Carolina  Wife: Margaret ‘Peggy’ Smith
Profession:Military (Colonel), Lawyer Education: No College

___ He was president during the CaliforniBrofession:Military (Major General)

gold rush and acquired the most property for He was the first president not previously
the United States since the Louisiareected to any other public office.

Purchase.
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Millard Fillmore Franklin Pierce

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
07\10\1850-03\03\1853 03/04/1853-03/03/1857

Birth: Tuesday, January 07, 1800 Birth: Friday, November 23, 1804

Died: Sunday, March 08, 1874 Died: Friday, October 08, 1869

Terms Served:1 Terms Served:1

Party: Whig Party: Democratic

Vice President:None Vice President: William R. King

First Lady: Abigail Powers, Wife First Lady: Jane Means Appleton, Wife
Education: No College Education: Bowdoin College
Profession:Military (Major), Lawyer Profession: Military (Brigadier General),

___He authorized Matthew C. Perry’s trip thawyer

Japan, which helped open trade with Japan. He was responsible for the Gadsden
Purchase which brought New Mexico and
part of Arizona into the United States.

James Buchanan Abraham Lincoln

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
03/04/1857-03/03/1861 03/04/1861-04/15/1865

Birth: Saturday, April 23, 1791 Birth: Sunday, February 12, 1809

Died: Monday, June 01, 1868 Died: Saturday, April 15, 1865

Terms Served:1 Terms Served:2 (Assassinated)

Party: Democratic Party: Republican

Vice President:John C. Breckinridge Vice President: Hannibal Hamlin, A.
First Lady: Harriet Lane, Niece Johnson

Education: Dickinson College First Lady: Mary Todd, Wife
Profession:Military, Lawyer Education: No College

___ He was the only president never to B&ofession:Clerk, Military (Captain), Lawyer
married. __On January 23, 1863, he issued the

Emancipation Proclamation. He was the first
president to be assassinated. He was shot
five days after the end of the Civil War.

Andrew Johnson Ulysses Simpson Grant

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
04/15/1865-03/03/1869 03/04/1869-03/03/1877

Birth: Thursday, December 29, 1808 Birth: Saturday, April 27, 1822

Died: Saturday, July 31, 1875 Died: Thursday, July 23, 1885

Terms Served:1 Terms Served:2

Party: Democratic Party: Republican

Vice President:None Vice President: Schyler Colfax, Henry
First Lady: Martha Johnson PattersoriVilson

Daughter First Lady: Julia Dent, Wife

Wife: Eliza McCardle Education: United States Military Academy
Education: No College Profession: Military (Full General), Farmer,
Profession: Tailor, Military (Brigadier Business

General) ___ Even though he had throat cancer, he

__He was the first president to bénished his memoirs and had them
impeached and was acquitted in the Senateblished with the help of Mark Twain
by just one vote. (Samuel Clemens).
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Rutherford Birchard Hayes James Abram Garfield

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
03/04/1877-03/03/1881 03/04/1881-09/19/1881

Birth: Friday, October 04, 1822 Birth: Saturday, November 19, 1831
Died: Tuesday, January 17, 1893 Died: Monday, September 19, 1881
Terms Served:1 Terms Served:1 (Assassinated)

Party: Republican Party: Republican

Vice President:William Wheeler Vice President: Chester A. Arthur

First Lady: Lucy Ware Webb, Wife First Lady: Lucretia Rudolph, Wife
Education: Kenyon College, Harvard LawEducation: Eclectic Institute, Williams
School College

Profession: Military (Major General), Profession: Military (Major General),
Lawyer Instructor, President of the Eclectic Institute,

___ He was nicknamed ‘His Fraudulencyllawyer
because of the alleged ‘stolen’ election of He entertained friends by writing Latin

1876. with one hand and Greek with the other.
Chester Alan Arthur Stephen Grover Cleveland

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
09/20/1881-03/03/1885 03/04/1885-03/03/1889 and 03/04/1893-
Birth: Monday, October 05, 1829 03/03/1897

Died: Thursday, November 18, 1886 Birth: Saturday, March 18, 1837

Terms Served:1 Died: Wednesday, June 24, 1908

Party: Republican Terms Served:2 (non-consecutive)

Vice President:None Party: Democratic

First Lady: Mary Arthur McElory, Sister  Vice President:Thomas Hendricks

Wife: Ellen Lewis Herndon First Lady: Frances Folsom, Wife
Education: Union College Education: No College

Profession: Military (Quartermaster Profession:Clerk, Teacher, Lawyer
General), Teacher, Principal, Lawyer ___On October 28, 1886, during Cleveland’s
___ He was known for his honesty anfirst term, the Statue of Liberty was unveiled
efficiency. in New York Harbour.

Benjamin Harrison William McKinley

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
03/04/1889-03/03/1893 03/04/1897-09/14/1901

Birth: Tuesday, August 20, 1833 Birth: Sunday, January 29, 1843

Died: Wednesday, March 13, 1901 Died: Saturday, September 14, 1901
Terms Served:1 Terms Served:2 (Assassinated)

Party: Republican Party: Republican

Vice President:Levi P. Morton Vice President: Garret Hobart, Theodore
First Lady: Caroline Scott, Wife Roosevelt

Education: Miami University, Oxford (OH) First Lady: Ida Saxton, Wife

Profession: Military (Brigadier General), Education: Allegheny College, Albany Law

Lawyer School

___ He is the grandson of William Henryrofession:Military (Brevet Major), Lawyer

Harrison. Six states entered the United During his term, the United States was

States during his administration: ND, SDnvolved in the Spanish—-American War after

MT, ID, WY and WA. which the United States received the
Philippines, Guam and Puerto Rico from Spain.
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Theodore Roosevelt William Howard Taft

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
09/14/1901-03/03/1909 03/04/1909-03/03/1913

Birth: Wednesday, October 27, 1858 Birth: Tuesday, September 15, 1857
Died: Monday, January 06, 1919 Died: Saturday, March 08, 1930

Terms Served:2 Terms Served:1

Party: Republican Party: Republican

Vice President: Charles Fairbanks Vice President:James Sherman

First Lady: Edith Carow, Wife First Lady: Helen Herron, Wife
Education: Harvard University Education: Yale University, University of
Profession:Military (Colonel), Writer Cincinnati

__He was the first president to be award@&iofession: Lawyer, Reporter, Professor,

the Nobel Peace Prize. In 1903 a stuffed tBgan of University of Cincinnati Law

bear was given to him, which led to th&chool

naming of ‘teddy’ bears. __He was the first president to go to the
Supreme Court after his presidency.

Thomas Woodrow Wilson Warren Gamaliel Harding

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
03/04/1913-03/03/1921 03/04/1921-08/02/1923

Birth: Sunday, December 28, 1856 Birth: Thursday, November 02, 1865

Died: Sunday, February 03, 1924 Died: Thursday, August 02, 1923

Terms Served:2 Terms Served:1(Died in office)

Party: Democratic Party: Republican

Vice President: Thomas Marshall Vice President:Calvin Coolidge

First Lady: Ellen Louise Axson, Wife First Lady: Florence Mabel Kling, Wife
Education: Princeton, Johns Hopkins€Education: Ohio Central College

University Profession: Teacher, Reporter, Publisher,
Profession:  Professor, Football Coachinsurance Salesman

President of Princeton University __He was the first president to ride to his

__He was the second president to beuguration in an automobile.
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. He was the
only president to earn a doctorate.

John Calvin Coolidge Herbert Clark Hoover
Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
08/03/1923-03/03/1929 03/04/1929-03/04/1933
Birth: Thursday, July 04, 1872 Birth: Monday, August 10, 1874
Died: Thursday, January 05, 1933 Died: Tuesday, October 20, 1964
Terms Served:1 Terms Served:1
Party: Republican Party: Republican
Vice President:Charles Gates Dawes Vice President:Charles Curtis
First Lady: Grace Goodhue, Wife First Lady: Lou Henry, Wife
Education: Amherst College Education: Stanford University
Profession:Lawyer Profession:Mining Engineer

‘You lose’. — Calvin Coolidge, He refused to accept a salary for the

Esponding to a woman who claimed thatesidency. The Star Spangled Banner was
she could make him say more than twaropted as the national anthem while he was
words. president.
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt Harry S. Truman

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
03/04/1933-04/12/1945 02/12/1945-01/20/1953

Birth: Monday, January 30, 1882 Birth: Thursday, May 08, 1884

Died: Thursday, April 12, 1945 Died: Tuesday, December 26, 1972
Terms Served:4 (Died in office) Terms Served:2

Party: Democratic Party: Democratic

Vice President:John Nance Garner, Vice President: Alben William Barkley
Henry Agard Wallace, Harry Truman First Lady: Elizabeth Wallace, Wife
First Lady: Anna Eleanor Roosevelt, Wife Education: Some College
Education: Harvard University Profession:Military (Colonel),
Profession:Lawyer Bank Clerk, Farmer, Business, Politician

___He was the only president to be elected 4 He made the decision to drop the atomic
times. He died two weeks before Germarmypmb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which

finally surrendered in World War 1. led to the end of World War II.
Dwight David Eisenhower John Fitzgerald Kennedy

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
01/20/1953-01/20/1961 01/20/1961-11/22/1963

Birth: Tuesday, October 14, 1890 Birth: Tuesday, May 29, 1917
Died: Friday, March 28, 1969 Died: Friday, November 22, 1963
Terms Served:2 Terms Served:1(Assassinated)
Party: Republican Party: Democratic

Vice President:Richard M. Nixon Vice President:Lyndon B. Johnson

First Lady: Marie Geneva Doud, Wife First Lady: Jacqueline L. Bouvier, Wife
Education: United States Military Education: Harvard University

Academy, Command & General Staff SchooProfession: Military (Lieutenant),
Profession: Military (5 star General), Journalist, Writer
President of Columbia University ___He was a decorated naval officer in

__Allied commander of the D-Day invasiotWWII. He received the Pulitzer Prize for his
during WWII. Responsible for creating NASAbook, ‘Profiles in Courage’

Lyndon Baines Johnson Richard Milhous Nixon

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
11/22/1963-01/20/1969 01/20/1969-08/09/1974

Birth: Thursday, August 27, 1908 Birth: Thursday, January 09, 1913

Died: Monday, January 22, 1973 Died: Friday, April 22, 1994

Terms Served:1 Terms Served:2

Party: Democratic Party: Republican

Vice President:Hubert H. Humphrey Vice President:Spiro T. Agnew, Gerald R. Ford
First Lady: Claudia Alta ‘Lady Bird First Lady: Thelma Catherine ‘Pat’ Ryan, Wife
Taylor, Wife Education: Whittier  College, Duke
Education: Southwest  Texas  StatéJniversity

University Profession: Military (Lt. Cmdr.), Lawyer,
Profession: Military (Lieutenant Cmdr.), Business

Teacher ___ Nixon is the only president to have

___During his term, Martin Luther King resigned. He was the first president to have
and Robert F. Kennedy were assassinatessited all fifty states. During his
He nominated Thurgood Marshall to thadministration the United States withdrew
Supreme Court. its military forces from Vietnam.
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Gerald Rudolph Ford James Earl Carter, Jr.

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
08/09/1974-01/20/1977 01/20/1977-01/20/1981

Birth: Monday, July 14, 1913 Birth: Wednesday, October 01, 1924
Died: Tuesday, December 26, 2006 Terms Served:1

Terms Served:1 Party: Democratic

Party: Republican Vice President:Walter F. Mondale

Vice President:Nelson Rockefeller First Lady: Eleanor Rosalynn Smith, Wife

First Lady: Elizabeth Anne Bloomer, Wife Education:  United States Naval
Education:  University of Michigan-Ann Academy

Arbor, Yale University Profession:Military (Lt.), Farmer,
Profession:Military (Lt. Cmdr.), Lawyer Business

___ He was the only president not to be He was sworn into the presidency under
elected to either the presidency or the vibés nickname ‘Jimmy’. He was the first

presidency. president since 1932 to lose re-election.
Ronald Wilson Reagan George Herbert Walker Bush

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency

01/20/1981-01/20/1989 01/20/1989-01/20/1993

Birth: Monday, February 06, 1911 Birth: Thursday, June 12, 1924

Died: Saturday, June 05, 2004 Terms Served:1

Terms Served:2 Party: Republican

Party: Republican Vice President:Dan Quayle

Vice President:George Bush First Lady: Barbara Pierce, Wife

First Lady: Nancy Davis, Wife Education:  Yale University

Education:  Eureka College Profession:Military (Lt. Junior), Business
Profession:Military (Captain-Army), ___ At the age 18, he was the youngest pilot
Radio Announcer, Actor to see action in WWII and was awarded the

___He was the oldest man elected presideflying Cross Award for heroism. He
He appointed the first woman to theresided over the American invasion of
supreme court, Supreme Court Justi®@anama and Operation Desert Storm in

Sandra Day O’Connor. Kuwait.

William Jefferson Clinton George Walker Bush

Dates of Presidency Dates of Presidency
01/20/1993-01/20/2001 01/20/2001-

Birth: Monday, August 19, 1946 Birth: July 06, 1946

Terms Served:2 Party: Republican

Party: Democratic Vice President:Dick Cheney

Vice President:Albert Gore First Lady: Laura Welch, Wife

First Lady: Hillary Rodham, Wife Education:  Yale, Harvard Business School
Education:  Georgetown University, Profession:Business, Politician

Oxford, Yale ___Son of the forty-first president. He
Profession:Professor, Lawyer assembled the group of partners that

___He is known for appointing minoritiegpurchased the Texas Rangers baseball
and women to high-level positions. He wdsanchise in 1989 which later built the
the second president to be impeached, @alpark at Arlington. He became the first
was acquitted by vote counts of: Article IFexas Governor elected to consecutive four-
Yea 45; Nay 55 Article 2-Yea 50; Nay 50. year terms.
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1. 2. BE) 4.
George Washington John Adams Thomas Jefferson James Madison
1789-1797 17971801 18011809 1809-1817

-
5
v
5 6 7. 8

James Monroe  John Quincy Adams Andrew Jackson Martin Van Buren
18171825 1825-1829 1829-1837 18371841

&

. 10. 11. 12.
William Henry Harriso John Tyler James K. Polk Zachary Taylor

1841 1841-1845 1845-1849 1849-1850

13, 14,
Millard Fillmore Franklin Pierce
1850-1853 1853-1857 18571861

o

Abraham Lincoln
1861-1865

£
18. 19. 20.
Andrew Johnson Ulysses S. Grant Rutherford B. Hayes James A. Garfield

1865-1869 1869-1877 18771881 1881
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ChesterA. Arthur Grover Cleveland Benjamin Harrison Grover Cleveland
1881-1885 1885-1889

1893-1897

1889—:_].893
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25 27 28.

William McKinley Theodore RoosevelWilliam Howard Taf Woodrow Wilson
18971901 19011909 1909-1913 1913-1921

29. 30. 31.

Warren G. Harding  Calvin Coolidge Herbert Hoover Franklin Delano Roosevelt

1921-1923 1923-1929 1929-1933 1933-1945

33. 34. 35

Harry S. Truman Dwight D. Eisenhowe John F. Kennedy  Lyndon B. Johnson
1945-1953

1953-1961 1961-1963 1963-1969

. 38. 39. 40.
Richard Nixon Gerald R. Ford Jimmy Carter Ronald Reagan
1969-1974 1974-1977 19771981 19811989
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41. 42. 43.
George H. W. Bush Bill Clinton George W. Bush
1989-1993 1993-2001 200%1-present

THE US MONETARY SYSTEM

1-cent coin is called a penny
5-cent coins are called nickels
10-cent coins are called dimes
25-cent coins are called quarters
50-cent coins are called half-dollars
A dollar bill is 100 cents

WHAT PRESIDENTS ARE ON THE DOLLAR BILLS?

1 dollar: George Washington, the 1st President (1789-1797)
2 dollars: Thomas Jefferson, the 3rd President (1801-1809)
5 dollars Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President (1861-1865)

10 dollars: Alexander Hamilton, the 1st Secretary of Treastif80-1795) who founded the first
Bank of the United States which printed uniformreacy

20 dollars:Andrew Jackson, the 7th President (1829-1837)
50 dollars Ulysses Simpson Grant, the 18th President (18693187

100 dollars: Benjamin Franklin, American statesman, diplomaigersgist, and inventor who
helped to write th®eclaration of Independen¢é776)

The bills above are used not only in the USA busioke the country as well. The bills below are
used only on the territory of the USA.

500 dollars William McKinley, the 25th President (1897-1901)
1000 dollars:Stephen Grover Cleveland, the 22nd and 24th Pres(ii885-1889, 1893-1897)
5000 dollars James Madison, the 4th President (1809-1817)

10,000 dollars: Salmon P.Chase, American statesman who origindtednational banking
system (1861-1864)

100,000 dollarsThomas Woodrow Wilson, the 28th President (1913192
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OUTSTANDING EVENTS IN THE AMERICAN HISTORY

1000Leif Ericson sails to the east coast of North Arceeri

1492, October 1Xhristopher Columbus lands in the Bahamas.

1607Colonists establish first permanent English setdehat Jamestown, Virginia.

1619, July 30House of Burgesses, America's first elected lelgista meets at Jamestown.
1636, October 28America's first college, Harvard, is founded at ®ange, Massachusetts.
1647Massachusetts School of Law lays foundation fae freblic education.

1776, July 4.The 13 colonies sign Declaration of Independence.

1783, September 3Britain and US sign Treaty of Paris recognizingeican independence.
New nation extends from Canada south to Floridd,vaest from the Atlantic to the Mississippi
River.

1787, May 25.Constitutional Convention meets in Philadelphianiglvania, to revise Articles
of Confederation, the compact among states gowgrtiie newly independent nation. New
Constitution is adopted by delegates on Septemhber 1

1789,February 4.George Washington is elected first president.

1791First 10 Amendments, the Bill of Rights, are adttethe U.S. Constitution.
1793Eli Whitney invents cotton gin to separate seedsifcotton.
1794Congress passes first postal service law.

1796John Adams is elected second president.

1800Thomas Jefferson is elected third president.

1801, December 1.Federal capital moves to Washington, D. C., fromgerary quarters in
Philadelphia.

1812War of 1812 against Britain begins. United Stat@ssvgeries of naval victories but fails in
attempts to invade Canada. British burn Capitol\Afidte House in August 1814.

1819United States buys Florida from Spain.

1828Andrew Jackson is elected seventh president. BiSt passenger railroad is begun. Noah
Webster publisheBmerican Dictionary of the English Language.

1836Texas wins independence from Mexico; it is admitiedh state to the Union in 1845.
1839Charles Goodyear discovers process for vulcanizatioubber.

1844 Samuel F. B. Morse sends first telegraph message Washington, D. C., to Baltimore,
Maryland.

1854 Republican Party is formed in Wisconsin.
1855Walt Whitman publishekeaves of Grass.
1860 Abraham Lincoln is elected 16th president.

1863, January 1.President Lincoln issues Emancipation Proclamagoenting freedom to
slaves in southern states.
July 1-3. Union forces win major battle at Gettysburg, Pehresyia.
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November 19. President Lincoln delivers historic Geliysy Address.

1865, April 9. Civil War ends with surrender of Confederate gelndtabert E. Lee, to Union
commander, Ulysses S. Grant, at Appomattox Couusian Virginia.

April 14.President Lincoln is shot while attending theateWlashington. Lincoln dies the
next morning.

1867 Territory of Alaska is purchased from Russia.
1872Congress creates first national park - Yellowstoné/yoming.
1878First telephone exchange opens.

1879Thomas A. Edison invents incandescent electric lamp
1885Mark Twain publisheThe Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.

1901, September 14.Eight days after being shot, President William Mdy dies; Vice
President Theodore Roosevelt becomes president.

1902Electric Theater, America’s first movie house, mpe Los Angeles, California.
1903,November 6.United States and Panama sign treaty to build #émaia Canal.
1906 President Theodore Roosevelt is first Americareteive Nobel Peace Prize.
1907 Albert Michelson is first American to receive NoB&ize for Physics.

1908, October 1. Henry Ford introduces efficient, low-cost car, lmegng the era of mass
production, and ‘puts America on wheels'.

1914 August 15.Panama Canal, built by the United States acrosdr&efmerica, opens,
permitting ships to travel from the Atlantic to tfacific without rounding the tip of South
America.

1915D. W. Griffith’s The Birth of a Nationfjrst full-length feature film, is released.
1920Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution guarantesaen’s right to vote.
1925F. Scott Fitzgerald publish@he Great Gatsby.

1927, January 1.National Broadcasting Company (NBC) makes first stéa-coast radio
network broadcast.

1928Warner BrothersThe Jazz Singefirst feature sound film, revolutionizes film indug

1929William Faulkner publishesThe Sound and the Furfrnest Hemingway publishe&
Farewell to Arms.

1930Sinclair Lewis is first American to receive Nolb&ize for Literature.
1932Franklin D. Roosevelt is elected 32nd president.

1935 Congress passes Social Security Act, providingagled and unemployment insurance and
aid to needy elderly persons, the blind and depsateldren.

1936 Franklin D. Roosevelt is elected to second termpessident and, in 1940, to an
unprecedented third term.

1942, December 2Physicists at University of Chicago achieve firgtlear chain reaction.
1944 ,November 7.President Roosevelt is elected to the fourth term.

1945,June 26.United Nations Charter is signed by United States 49 other nations in San
Francisco, California.
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August 6. Atomic bomb is dropped on Hiroshima and, threesdi@yer on Nagasaki in
Japan.

1949, April 4. United States, Canada and Western European ndtionsNorth Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) to provide mutual military afdany member is attacked.

1951,December 20First electric power is obtained from nuclear eyerg

1952 Dwight D. Eisenhower’s election as 34th presidestores Republican Party to office for
first time in 20 years.

1954 Anti-polio vaccine is developed by Dr. Jon& Salk. Vaccination of 30 million
children in 1955 produces dramatic decreases io pakbreaks.

1955Martin Luther King Jr. emerges as civil rightsdea

1958,January 31.United States orbits its first satellite, Exploter

1959Alaska becomes 49th state. Hawaii becomes 50tk sta
1960,November.John F. Kennedy is elected 35th president.

1961,May 5. Astronaut Alan B. Shepard Jr. makes first maro&®l space flight.
1962,February 20. Astronaut John H. Glenn Jr. is first American tbibEarth.

1963, July 25. United States, Great Britain and Soviet Union digmited Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty.

1966Unmanned Surveyor spacecraft successfully sottdam the Moon.
1967 Three astronauts die in fire during ground tesdpdllo spacecratft.

1968, April 4. Martin Luther King Jr., civil rights leader and wier of Nobel Peace Prize, is
fatally shot in Memphis, Tennessee.

November.Richard Nixon is elected 37th president.
1969, July 20. Apollo 11 astronauts Neil Armstrong and Edwin Afdtand on the Moon’s Sea
of Tranquility. Two-hour walk collecting rocks amsoil samples is televised 400,0kbmeters
to Earth.

November 15Massive anti-war march in Washington, D.C., is higiter mark for anti-
Vietnam War protests.

1970Bureau of Census figures show US population at 283, 298.

1971Twenty-sixth Amendment to the Constitution lowersimum age to 18 for voting in all
elections.

1972, February. President Nixon travels to Beijing for meetings hwieaders of People’s
Republic of China; in May, to Moscow to meet leadef the Soviet Union. He is the first U.S.
president to visit both countries while in office.

May 22.U.S. and Soviet leaders sign first Strategic Arnmaitation Treaty (SALTI) in
Moscow.

November 7President Nixon is elected to the second term.

1973, January 27. Four-party agreement on ending war and restorirgcgpen Vietnam is
formally signed in Paris.The war ended in 1975.

1974, August 9. President Nixon resigns from office, the first pdest to do so, and is
succeeded by Vice President Gerald R. Ford.
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1975,July 17-19.U.S. Apollo and USSR Soyuz spacecratft link togethespace.

August 1President Ford signs the Treaty at the Conferenc8exurity and Cooperation
in Europe (known as Helsinki Accords). Represewmatiof 35 nations pledge to respect each
other’s sovereignty and to cooperate in the fiéldwman rights.

1976,July 4. United States celebrates its Bicentennial.
July 20 and September 3Jnmanned Viking | and Il spacecraft successfulhdlan Mars.
October 3-21Seven Americans win Nobel Prizes, including Sagell®v for literature and
Milton Friedman for economics.
November 2 Jimmy Carter is elected 39th president.

1978President Carter is first U.S. president to makefécial visit to
sub-Saharan Africa.

1979, January 1.Full diplomatic relations are established betwekmited States and People’s
Republic of China.

June 18President Carter and General Secretary BrezhnevSadf 1l Treaty in Vienna,
Austria.

1980, November 4. Ronald Reagan is elected 40th president. Regauisl win control of the
Senate for the first time since 1952.

1981, April 12. United States launches the world’s first reusadpacecraft, space shuttle
Columbia,which successfully orbits the Earth for two days.
1983, March 23. President Reagan announces the Strategic Deferisiva (SDI) research
programme to explore advanced technologies thatdaefend against nuclear ballistic missiles.
1984, February. Bruce McCandless and Robert Stewart, astronautghenspace shuttle
Challenger are the first humans to fly free of a spacecraft.

July-August.23rd Summer Olympic Games are held in Los Angéladifornia (as they
were 52 years before, in 1932

November 6President Reagan is elected for the second term.
1985, November 19President Reagan meets Soviet General SecretddyaMiGorbachev in
Geneva.
1986, January 28 After 24 successful shuttle flights, the space td@hallengerexplodes 73
seconds after takeoff, killing six astronauts argtloolteacher who was to be the first ordinary
citizen flown into space.

July 4.The United States celebrates the restorationeoStatue of Liberty, a gift from the
people of France in 1886.
1987, SeptemberThe nation celebrates the 200th anniversary ofCiwestitution of the United
States.
1988, September 29.Flight of the space shutti®iscovery revives U.S. manned space
programme.

1991U.S. forces helped defeat Iraq in the Persian GAalf.
1992Bill Clinton is elected 42nd president.

1995May. Clinton pays an official visit to Belaruss itapital Minsk.
2001George W. Bush is elected%president.
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September 11 A series of coordinated terrorist attacks by Istaextremists on the U. S.
World Trade Center resulting in the collapse ohbmildings soon afterward; on the Pentagon in
Arlington County, Virginia, near Washington D.Chd fourth aircraft crashed into a field near
the town of Shanksville in rural Somerset Countgnisylvania, after the passengers and
members of the flight crew attempted ro retake rbrdf their plane from the hijackers. 2,974
people died; another 24 are missing and presumesdl de

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM OF THE USA

Oh, say, can you see, the dawn’s early light

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last@mning?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro’ thdquex fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantbesting.
And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs burstingiin a
Gave proof through the night that our flag wagd 8igre.
Oh, say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave

On the shore dimly seen, thro’ the mists of thepdee
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence repos
What is that which the breeze, o’er the toweriregpt
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half disclosgs

Now it catches the gleam of the morning'’s firstioea
In fully glory reflected, now shines on the stream:
‘Tis the star-spangled banner: oh, long may it wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the hrave

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore

That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion

A home and a country should leave us no more!

Their blood has vanished out their foul footstgusiution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave

From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the geav

And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the Hrave

Oh, thus be it ever when freemen shall stand.
Between their loved home and the war’s desolation:
Blest with vict'ry and peace, may the heav’'n-restlaend
Praise the Power that has made and preservedai®a.n
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just.

And this be our motto: ‘In God is our trust’.

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave
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