
ELECTRONIC COLLECTED MATERIALS OF XI JUNIOR RESEARCHERS’ CONFERENCE            2019 

History, cultural studies, tourism, sports 

 219

UDC 94:327(430+44) 

 

FRANCO-GERMAN COOPERATION WITHIN EUROPEAN SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS 

 

YAUHENIYA LOSEVA, OLGA KELLER 

Belarusian State University, Minsk 

 

The development of the Franco-German scientific cooperation after the Second World War is considered 

through the prism of the activities of European research centers. Attention is paid to the influence of the interna-

tional situation on the development of European scientific cooperation. The role of the Franco-German tandem in 

European scientific cooperation is analyzed.  

 

After the end of the Second World War, the state of science in France and Germany was catastrophic, 

and its restoration required great efforts at the national level. Therefore, it soon became clear that it was easier 

to reconstruct scientific capital in cooperation with other countries, both at the bilateral level (due to the suc-

cessful denazification and democratization of Germany) and at the European level. 

During the occupation of Germany by the Allies (1945 - 1949), there was almost no Franco-German and 

European scientific exchange. The Franco-German scientific cooperation began to develop more intensively after 

the formation of the Federal Republic of Germany, which was due to the foreign policy situation in the context 

of the escalation of the Cold War. Now Germany became a full partner and ally of European countries in the con-

frontation with the Soviet camp. In addition, the European integration that had begun (symbolically represented 

by the Schumann plan in 1950) required, first of all, reconciliation between “irreconcilable enemies”. 

Franco-German scientific cooperation in the European framework began in the 1950s and was concen-

trated mainly in the technical sciences, which was due to strategic needs. As practice showed at this time, the 

French and German sides had sometimes found it easier to contact in the context of European agreements than 

to establish bilateral contacts themselves. The most striking example was cooperation in the framework of the 

European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN), established in Geneva in 1954 - the first major European 

project in the field of particle physics. Nuclear physics demanded resources beyond the capacity of countries, so 

it became the engine of internationalization [5, p. 61-76]. The center was created in order to catch up in the ar-

ea, where the United States was the pioneer and flagship and served as a model for other European centers. 

In 1957, with the signing of the Rome Agreements, the European Community entered a new level of rela-

tions. In addition, important changes are taking place in the international situation of that time. The USSR 

launches its Spoutnik in 1957, then in 1961 sends the first man into space. This gave apush to European coopera-

tion in the field of space, where France and Germany participated: The European Launcher Development Organ-

ization (ELDO) and the European Southern Observatory (ESO) were formed in 1962, and the European Space 

Research Organization (ESRO) was established in 1964. 

Thus, European cooperation focused primarily on strategic areas. However, this did not exclude the de-

velopment of cooperation in the "civil" sciences". In 1964, the European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO) 

was created to solve the problems of the population. In addition, France and Germany were at the origin of the 

European Coordination Center for Research and Documentation in Social Sciences in 1963 in Vienna, established 

as an autonomous body of the International Social Science Council (ISSC). The center was to serve as a bridge 

between Western and Eastern Europe during the Cold War. 

In 1963, the famous Élysée Treaty was concluded between France and Germany, stating the need to in-

tensify bilateral scientific cooperation and the creation of centers in the field of military [4, p. 42 - 43]. However, 

the treaty did not give the necessary push to bilateral scientific cooperation between France and Germany. In 

addition, cooperation in the European framework was profitable in the context of the Cold War: on the one 

hand, to protect Europe from the Soviet threat, on the other hand, it was aimed at independence in the scien-

tific field from the United States. 

The energy and financial crisis of the 1970s forced the Europeans to cooperate more closely and more 

widely. In 1971, the Cooperation in Science and Technology (COST) program was created - an intergovernmental 

coordination structure with the aim of strengthening the scientific and technological exchange between Europe-

an countries through the financing of scientific events: joint colloquiums, conferences, scientific visits, etc. In 

1974European Action Program to support research in the field of energy, health, environment was adopted. 
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According to the program, new scientific institutions were created. For example, France and the Federal Repub-

lic of Germany actively participated in the creation of the European Science Foundation in 1974 - an association 

of European scientific organizations for research strategically important issues and promote mobility of re-

searchers. The development of cooperation in the field of molecular biology continued: in 1974, the European 

Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL) was opened in Heidelberg. A new area of European scientific cooperation 

appeared in 1975 - France and Germany became one of the founders of the European Center for Medium - 

Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF). 

In the same period important advances were made in the field of aviation and space navigation. As a re-

sult of the fusion of ELDO, ESO and ESRO in 1975, the European Space Agency was created with its headquarters 

in Paris, actually based on the Franco-German partnership, which became its intellectual and financial core [3]. 

The development of cooperation allowed the launch of the Ariana 1 satellite at the end of 1979, which marked 

the beginning of European participation in international space navigation and showed their independence from 

the United States. 

The participation of France and Germany in joint European projects gave a sense of the dynamism of bi-

lateral cooperation. In this period of time, French-German projects are also being Europeanized. Thus, for exam-

ple, Franco-German Institut Laue – Langevin (ILL) - the world's biggest nuclear research institute created in 1967, 

acquired a European characterwith the accession of Great Britain in 1974. Today 13 European countries are 

members of the institute. The same thing happened with the European radio astronomy observatory– Institut de 

radioastronomiemillimétrique (IRAM) created in 1979. Spain finally joined the institute in 1990. 

In the 1980s. European scientific cooperation reached a new level. During this period of time, numerous 

European scientific programs were created, in which French and German research institutes actively participat-

ed. In 1983, they participated in the creation of the European Strategic Program on Research in Information 

Technology (ESPRIT), which was in force until 1998 [2]. In 1983, the Framework Programs for Research and 

Technological Development were created - EU funding programs to support and promote research in Europe [1]. 

Since 1981, against the backdrop of economic growth, France called for the creation of a European com-

mon technological space, including research and technology. Initially, the idea caused some doubts in European 

countries. However, with the deployment of the SDI program in 1983, countries were afraid of the vassalization 

of Europe by USA, and supported the French initiative. Thus, in 1985, the program EUREKA was approved - the 

European network of cooperation between organizations, research centers and universities in the field of infor-

matics, space and biotechnological research, energy and other fields. Today the organization includes 41 mem-

ber countries. 

In the same period, old research centers received a push for development.  Thus, a new phase began for 

CERN with the decision to create a Large Electron-Positron Collider from 1981, and then the Large Hadron Col-

lider, which are located in France. 

In addition, in the mid-1980s, the European Community gained real competence in science and technolo-

gy. This was legally reflected in the Single Act of 1986 (Art. 130 F) [6], and then developed in the Maastrich Trea-

ty of 1993 (Art. 130) [7] and other treaties of the European Union. 

In the 1990s Franco-German cooperation continued its development in the context of European coopera-

tion in the fields of aviation, plant genome research and oceanography. In the framework of the European coop-

eration based on the Franco-German initiative, in 1994 the European Synchrotron Radiation Center (ESFR – - 

European Synchrotron Radiation Facility) was opened with its headquarters in Grenoble –  a major research in-

stitution investigating issues of synchrotron radiation. Today the project involves 18 European partners, but, as 

before, France and Germany contribute one-quarter of the annual budget. 

Today France and Germany continue their participation in the aforecited European scientific institutions 

and programs. In addition, thanks to the legislative base, new coordination mechanisms for regulating European 

cooperation in the scientific field have appeared. Thus, in 2000 the European Research Area (ERA) was created – 

a system of medical, environmental, industrial, and socioeconomic research. Then in 2007 the European Re-

search Council (ERC) was formed - a European organization designed to stimulate the development of research 

activities in the European Union. The program has become part of a new phase of the Framework for Research 

and Technological Development –  Horizon 2020.   

Thus, the scientific cooperation of France and Germany within the framework of European scientific insti-

tutions had a dual focus. On the one hand, European scientific cooperation contributed to the strengthening of 

the bilateral partnership of France and Germany and was seen as a means of overcoming Franco-German antag-
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onism. This made possible to facilitate the Franco-German scientific exchanges by avoiding blocking, which hap-

pened at the one-on-one level. At the same time, the Franco-German tandem was the engine of European scien-

tific cooperation and today it is core, intellectual and financial center of European Research Area. Franco-

German cooperation in the European framework developed unequally according to sectors and evolved over 

time. Collaboration mainly developed in the field of peaceful nuclear energy and space research, and was due to 

the strategic needs of countries in the context of the Cold War and competition from the United States. 

 

REFERENCES 

 

1. Council resolution of 25 July 1983 on framework programmes for Community research, development and 

demonstration activities and a first framework programme 1984 to 1987 [Electronic resource]. – Mode of ac-

cess: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:31983Y0804(01). – Date of access: 

20.02.2019. 

2. Décision du Conseil du 28 février 1984 relative à un programmeeuropéen de recherche et de développe-

mentdans le domaine des technologies de l' information (Esprit) [Electronic resource]. – Mode of access: 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31984D0130:FR:HTML. – Date of access: 

20.02.2019. 

3. ESA budget for 2016 [Electronic resource]. – Mode of access: http://www.esa.int/spaceinimages/ 

Images/2016/01/ESA_budget_2016. – Date of access: 21.02.2019. 

4. Kimmel, A. Die deutsch – französischen Beziehungen seit 1963: eine Dokumentation. In Zusammenarbeit mit 

dem deutsch – französischen Institut / A. Kimmel; P. Jardin. – Opladen : Leske + Budrich, 2002. – 541 s. 

(Frankreich – Studien, Band 6) 

5. Papon, P. European scientific cooperation and research infrastructures: past tendencies and prospects / 

P. Papon // Minerva. – 2004. – Vol. 42, № 1. – P. 61–76. 

6. Single European Act [Electronic resource]. – Mode of access: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/ 

resource.html?uri=cellar:a519205f-924a-4978-96a2-b9af8a598b85.0004.02/DOC_1&format=PDF. – Date 

of access: 21.02.2019. 

7. Treaty on European union [Electronic resource]. – Mode of access: https://europa.eu/european-

union/sites/europaeu/files/docs/body/treaty_on_european_union_en.pdf. – Date of access: 21.02.2019. 


