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The article deals with peculiarities of the natiorcharacter in the short stories «The Siege of Lon-
don» (1883) and «Daisy Miller» (1878) written byrig James. The author depicts the representatifes o
the New World in Europe with particular attentiom the creation of Americans’ images Nancy Headway
(«The Siege of London») and Daisy Miller, the staotry’s character with the same name. The mairrcha
acters in H. James’ short stories find definite i&mity in their desire to achieve only one aim lhe ac-
cepted in European society using natural charm.yThave only one goal to shine among subtle members
of this society and to be a part of it.

Henry James is remembered in history of literabg@ master of psychological prose. He is the awatho
novels, short stories, tales and essays. H. Janweks are filled with depth and grace of forms amdous sty-
listic devices. A. Zverev notes that the biograplfiyhe author influenced on his works [1, p. 13].Jdmes left
America in the middle of the 1870-s. After thatlived in Europe almost all the time. The authot feicom-
fortable at homeland. H. James thought that cutnrsfchment and mercenary ideals were incompatifite the
world of literature and subtle intellectual inteeef?, p. 396].

One of the main themes of the author’s art is thr@rast of the Old (Europe) and New World (America)
«James was the first who revealed it socially asytipologically <...>. Bourgeois-democratic illusioalsout
superiority of republican United States over demehdn feudal past Europe get refracted in his qutiae
«American naivety and European corruption»» [313].

It should be mentioned that short stories «Theead ondon» and «Daisy Miller» reveal this issge e
pecially fully. The main characters of these slstaties are two Americans who want to be a pasbofety. The
title «The Siege of Londonx» corresponds to the @firthe main character Nancy Headway very well. Tithe
«Daisy Miller» helps us to understand that the nehiaracter is the young American girl and becadisbat all
reader's attention focuses on her.

The main character of «The Siege of London» Mraddey is a charming American woman. She wants
to take hold in Europe and get into the societyafidon. Nancy Headway «was a genuine product ofilce
West — a flower of the Pacific slope; ignorant,wls crude, but full of pluck and spirit, of natunatelligence
and of a certain intermittent haphazard felicityirmpulse» [4, p. 159]. The main character had arepdtation
at homeland, because she had had a lot of marragkslivorces. Mrs. Headway had already tried toirge
society of New-York from wild West, but she lostalty «<...> was in no sort of «society»; she only add-
cal reputation («the well-known Texan belle», tkevapapers called her <....>» [4, p. 159].

Mrs. Headway was always sure that was meant fderb#tings. The main character understood that she
didn't fit for the upper class: «She knew of coutisat as a product of fashionable circles she weaghere, but
she might have great success as a child of naldre»» 191]. She had prepared a plan of the «sie§éondon
a long time ago. Mrs. Headway was going to marmpiet, Sir Arthur, to take hold in Europe. He wasd-
nated by Nancy, although baronet thought her toptmincial. Sir Arthur had never seen such ladiss a
Mrs. Headway. The main character was not so naivé first seemed. Mrs. Headway was playing her own
game: she wore a «mask» to hide her true natueesaid nothing about her past, when Sir Arthur diskeout
her life in America: «A few, verily, were indispeaide, and we needn't attempt to scan too criticaltlymore or
less adventurous excursions into poetry and fabb which she entertained and mystified Sir Arthur»
[4, p. 191].

It is important to note that the surnaideadwayis symbolic. It means «forward movement or progyes
especially when this is slow or difficult» [5]. Neynloved attention very much and she always knew Ho
should be. And indeed she became successful quikkly. Headway married Sir Arthur (despite effasfsthe
baronet’s mother to stop their marriage), but sbealme the person, who was liked by the upper ci&ise has
come up very quickly; she’s almost famous. Everg'®asking about her...» [4, p. 42].

Other Americans, Mr. Littlemore and Waterville, wen the London society. They were exactly the op-
posite of Nancy: they were well-mannered and ligeguiet life. Mrs. Headway asked Mr. Littlemore ama-
terville for help, but they tried to stay out ottlwvay and watched her ascension from the sidelirfesy thought
that Nancy Headway didn't fit the upper class: tieihore said to Waterville that it was stupid of teewish to
scale the heights; she ought to know how much mslegewas in her element scouring the plain» [48@].1
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The main character of the short story «Daisy Millex a young American girl, a flirt with charminga-
tures. She travelled across Europe with her matiner brother Randolph. We watch Daisy from the point
view of Winterbourne. He had been living in Eurdpe a very long time. Winterbourne got surprisedhgy
open-mindedness, when they first met: «He had ngatelheard a young girl express herself in just tashion —
never, at least, save in cases where to say simgstbeemed a kind of demonstrative evidence eftaia laxity
of deportment» [6, p. 22]. Winterbourne saw hek<as..> a pretty American flirt» [6, p. 23].

Daisy loved attention very much, especially fromnmeThe girl goes about alone with her foreigners.
<...> She has picked up half a dozen of the regutanah fortune-hunters, and she takes them abowdpl@'s
houses. When she comes to a party she brings eith gentleman with a good deal of manner and alerdu
mustache» [6, p. 64]. It is important to note, tthet real name Daisy is Annie P. Miller, but shecug only on
her cards. The worddaisy» means not only a flower, but also «classy, wdindiéning»: «thus this name shows
her charm, but at the same time it has a shadalgésity, which compatriots, from New-York high pks, find
in the young girl» [7, p. 672].

The behavior of the young American girl was differérom European norms: «Everything that is not
done here. Flirting with any man she could pick sifting in corners with mysterious ltalians; dargiall the
evening with the same partners; receiving visitelaven o’clock at night» [6, p. 89 — 90]. Freedoss very
important for Daisy. She did what she wanted; shs stubborn and very confident. Daisy didn't sething
wrong at this sort of things. She got a deadlyatisebecause of her recklessness: «Winterbournedvatbegun
to think simply of the craziness, from a sanitaojnp of view, of a delicate young girl lounging aytoe eve-
ning in this nest malaria. What if she were a dlditde reprobate? that was no reason for her glyf the
permiciosa» [6, p. 125]. Daisy’s death can be peeceas «payback for her carelessness and stubdssnhut
there is something symbolic in such bad endingalityedoes not accord with romance and poetry, twhiere
in James’ character» [7, p. 14].

Winterbourne was exactly the opposite of Daisy likded by the rules, set in the society. Daisy wiyp
ing her own game with Winterbourne. He couldn't ersfand the ambiguous behavior of his acquaintance.
Winterbourne was torn between morals of the soc#tgl his compatriot's behavior. On the one hand, he
thought Daisy was a vulgar girl with bad mannergl an the other hand, she was a breath of frestoraiim:

«'l never was better pleased in my life,” murmuk&thterbourne» [6, p. 55]. The image of Winterbouhadps
to reveal the image of Daisy more fully.

Thus, H. James depicts Americans in Europe in ttetsstories «The Siege of London» and «Daisy
Miller». We can find similarities between the chaeas of stories. Mrs. Headway («The Siege of Londand
Daisy («Daisy Miller») are charming American gidsth bad manners, who love men’s attention very imuc
They are persistent and stubborn: Mrs. Headway pgeesistently towards her aim; Daisy is stubbord does
what she wanted. They intrigue their friends anthiaers by wearing a «mask», which hide their tra¢ure:
Mrs. Headway says nothing about her past and tneanother image to get into European society;ntl@
character of «Daisy Miller» has another real nahtee characters’ names in the short stories are slnisur-
nameHeadwaymeans «forward movement or progress, especialgnvthis is slow or difficult», namBaisy
means «classy, wonderful thing». Images of Mrléittore and Waterville («The Siege of London») ama t
image of Winterbourne («Daisy Miller») complemerdmen’s characters more fully.
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