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The article deals with peculiarities of charactéansthe novels "And then they were none"(1939) and
"Murder on the Orient Express"(1934) written by AgaChristie. In her novels the author describes world
of provincial England. Agatha Christie is an expierthe temperaments of people belonging to diffenations
Her characters are ordinary people, with their adt@ges, but more often, disadvantages. The authorainly
interested in the system of views, estimates, misidmanners, especially thinking, interests arteosocial
installations of her characters.

The novels "And then they were none" and "Murdeth@nOrient Express" are considered to be the best
works of Agatha Christie. They were filmed manydsrand translated into many languages around thiel.wo
The main author’'s merit is that she managed toldpwextraordinary storylines which still got theaders' atten-
tion.

In her novels Agatha Christie describes Englandainiy provincial, preserving the traditions of -
torian era, with a standard set of characters (smmeers of estates and castles, retired militarigllectuals —
doctors, lawyers, youth) with the standard crimiim&rests (the struggle for inheritance, jealoussgt for en-
richment) [1, c. 85-86]. It is not the only fielfithe author’s interest, but one of the most chiaréstic.

G.N. Mikhalskaya also notes that "the world of Gtie's novels is a world of provincial England. Her
pictures and scenes are very similar to the “slestalf manners”. The characters of her books ardgdaw-
yers, businessmen, sometimes actors or artistemvai small estates, and retired military officéo®tmen and
maids" [2, c. 467]. That is to say, Agatha Christiites mostly about the middle class of Englandr Hetective
novels are useful for those who are interestedfen habits, lifestyle and behavioral norms of Btish, who
want to learn the peculiarities of daily life in gland of the XXth century.

In her novels Agatha Christie managed to charasexilarge part of English society quite criticaych
characters and manners can be found everywheretestay. For example, Anthony Marston is a young man
scorcher, who does not accept any rules. He ran aw®uple of kids, because he was driving at & hégh
speed. Fortunately for him, he got away with itdAmhat is most important, he perceived it only asisance.
He doesn’t know what is a feeling of remorse anthiadion of guilt: "Anthony Marston said in a slowzzled
voice: 'lI've just been thinking-John and Lucy Comhbdust have been a couple of kids | ran over i@zan-
bridge. Beastly bad luck. Had my licence endorsedfyear. Beastly nuisance' " [3, p. 59].

There are murders because of love. Here we can aralkexample of two characters of the novel "And
then they were none" — John Macarthur and Verat@taige. Having learned that his subordinate wasvifess
lover, John Macarthur sent him to a certain degliis feeling of acute jealousy and betrayal wagngter than
the moral. John Macarthur knew no one would sudpiecthat he had deliberately sent the young madetdh,
because there was a war. People die during theamdrnobody will be surprised by this fact. Theaiion is a
little bit different with Vera Claythorne. She Igbung Cyril Hamilton swim out to sea and drown bkatthis
uncle, Hugo Hamilton, could inherit his money andrrg her. He was just an obstacle that stood inatéy of
her lover Hugo to the legacy and, consequentifetohappy future with Hugo: "Horrid whiny spoilttle brat!

If it weren't for him, Hugo would be rich . . . &ltlo marry the girl he loved" [3, p. 188].

The problem of the relationship between the youmdjthe older generation, the clash of their viend a
attitude to life is an eternal conflict of mankindEmily Brent, a woman of advanced age, rebelsragdhe
younger generation and shows her contemptuousdstitowards it. She finds the youth disbanded, paed
without any moral values: "She was sixty-five ahe slid not approve of lounging. The present geimratas
shamelessly lax-in their carriage, and in everyeotlvay" [3, p. 7]. But Miss Brent herself is a prigold-
blooded and cruel woman. She dismisses her magtriBe Taylor, as punishment for becoming pregoantof
wedlock. Beatrice then jumps into the river andwire because of the unbearable feeling of despair.

Agatha Christie draws the reader's attention tariedical negligence that reigns worldwide. In toeed,
Dr. Armstrong operated a woman in a drunken statd,then she died on the operating table. The mpats
out the carelessness of medical workers, theimsatishonesty and inaccuracy in relation to hunif@n Arm-
strong also could easily invent a nonexistent disdar his patients. They, in their turn, paid Honthis lie and
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recommended him other people: "You ought to try #tnong — quite a young man — but so clever— Pam had
been to all sorts of people for years and he mufihger on the trouble at once!" [3, p. 11].

But such incidents happen not only in medicine.li@fit Blore, a police officer, gave false testimony
against an innocent man, James Landor, who waersasd to lifetime imprisonment as a scapegoat.prise
oner could not bear such a fate, and died a year &ter a stint in the prison. Again, the humaeeg for
money and richness overrules even those who sipoatdct people.

In the novel "Murder on the Orient Express" Aga@iaristie makes an example of a human society of
different nationalities who gathered under one rddiere is an Italian chauffeur, an English govesna Swed-
ish nanny, a French maid, a married couple of Hriaga, and so on. The author describes the chasaftten
different angles, first of all, paying attention their nationality.

For example, an Englishwoman Miss Debenham is tkgbias a cold-blooded and very calm woman,
even to some extent emotionless. Christie knows Wina of behavior is typical for Englishwomen asalys it
through Poirot: "You are very Anglo-Saxon, Madematles VVous n'é prouvez pas d& motion" [4, p. 79]. Miss
Debenham is an elegant woman, everything in heeance is thoroughly planned: from the movementke
hairstyle. Christie draws readers' attention toliEhgzomen restraint by saying that they are sonmegiutifficult
to understand.

The Colonel Arbuthnot is also an Englishman, andsh@escribed as an impressive and forthright per-
son:" 'l like to see an angry Englishman," saidd@olThey are very amusing. The more emotiona/ feel, the
less command they have of language' " [4, p. 184]a true Briton he also has the brevity of speéCloionel
Arbuthnot, uninterested in what a pack of foreignealled anything, replied with true British brgvif4, p. 68].

In the novel, we can find a lot of replicas fronhat characters about the British nation, and toettheir
attitude to the British people: "A miserable ratte English - not sympathetic. He sits in the cormery stiff,
reading a book, Then the conductor comes and nmkelseds" [4, p. 78]. Sometimes, on the contraeydhar-
acters accept the existence of good qualitieseBititish, for example, that it is impossible taberthem. There
are also stereotypes about England. One of the ecoostnon is that Englishmen drink tea in all cases.

Miss Greta Ohlssons a sensitive, shy, Swedish missionary with adgoatured look. The rest of the
characters note her kindness, harmlessness maey énd say that she is "a nice simple-minded wdn@ther
characters even find similarities between her asteep. Miss Olson is extremely sensitive, sofifused and
sometimes even pathetic: "She's like a sheep, gowkShe gets anxious and bleats" [4, p. 81].

The following is mentioned about Hildegarde Schmi&he seemed a placid creature altogether - emi-
nently respectable, perhaps not over-intelliget'pl 82]. She is a German lady's maid to PrinBeagomiroff
who appreciates the loyalty and devotion of Hild€ga noting that today one can find such qualitepeople
very rarely. Hildegard is also described as a safgple and kind girl. The very same the Russiancpss
Dragomiroff is a fabulously rich woman with an exdrdinary character. She is imperious, smart, etiergnd
insightful. The Russian woman stands out amongrdblgeher bright personality, aristocracy and gredl-
power.

The conductor Pierre Michel, decent and honestdimman, is also partially described in the novel as
well as a couple of Hungarians the Earl Count aadr@ess Andrenyi. They are shy, calm, quiet arehsjpeo-
ple. But there are much more references about Amernd American society. More often it is described
from the best side. For example, there is an opialmout the extravagance of Americans: "<...> and riaaas,
as all the world knows, do not care what they ddy'p. 106]. Some characters talk about the imprality and
the sensitivity of American society: "That's theratoof Americans-they're so sentimental and idaelli$5, p.
69]. Others on the contrary say that they are nahfk generous people: "They are very good, the ianes.
They give much money to found schools and hospifaid they are very practical" [4, p. 59].

In the novel, the American woman Miss Hubbard igtnaged as a talkative and rather unremarkable, a
bit crazy and funny mother and grandmother, whonoaustop talking. Each passenger on this train leqow
whether he wants it or not, all the details of lifee of her daughter and herself. The very sameshNHsibbard
looks at foreigners with some mistrust and dislikehere isn't anybody knows a thing on this trghmd no-
body's trying to do anything. Just a pack of usefeseigners"” [4, p. 24].

Thus, in her novels Agatha Christie reveals hei@étiie expert in the temperaments of people béigng
to different nations. One of her artistic devicelétailing of the novel's world. Every detail isryemportant as
well as every thing, which helps to disclose theppse of the novel and the characters’ nature hétteough
characters’ speech and actions, one can undertianattitude of the writer to a particular mentali€he de-
scribes some characters with irony, sometimes fithor; she exposes the vices in other charactbessystem
of views, estimates, mindsets, manners, espediailiking, interests and other social installatiaistinguish
one community from another. Agatha Christie oftesatibes the mode of life, peculiarities of peapbgpear-
ance, their inner world, and stereotypes aboutdhithat country. All the characters are ordinagppe, with
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their advantages, but more often, disadvantagewhioh Christie refers ambiguously. She ridiculesne of
them and accepts others good-naturedly. The prablenich are described in the novels were currenBfiish
society in Agatha Christie’s time and they also agnrelevant even now. Crimes because of jealausglical
negligence, imperfection of the judicial procest\ash lifestyle and problems between two generetiare still
widespread.
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