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REGIONAL FRAMEWORK OF AZERBAIJAN'S FOREIGN POLICY
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Center for Strategic Studies under the President athe Republic of Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan is at the crossroads between East anst.\e geopolitical location is both its challengad
its major asset. This paper analyses the generatesof relations of Azerbaijan with its largest and
geopolitically important neighbors.

Foreign policy of Azerbaijan, the state that hagmeed its independence only twenty-one years cao,
be well considered unique in a large scale of maBonal relations. Indeed, for the landlocked dprainantly
Muslim country, that is on the political map of Bpe and has a post-soviet history, in conjunctiath w
neighborhood that includes Russia, Iran and Turkéfgctive foreign policy is not just an internata relations
instrument — it is a survival tool.

At the same time, such a geopolitical location pies a lot of opportunities. From the time of
reestablishment of its independence, Azerbaijan wes exactly towards taking its chances with such
opportunities. Located on the cross-roads of thgopm@aade and energy routes between East and Wekt a
maintaining secularity of the state with Muslim iteege, Azerbaijan is a natural bridge between Eerapd
Asia, Muslim and Christian worlds and gatewaysnergy and transportation corridors for the wholgiog in
which it's located. Such situation determines Aaddn as one of the most strategic states of forBmiiet
Union in terms of both regional and internatiored&ity. Moreover, when it comes to the economiegnation,
the role of Azerbaijan in transit of hydrocarboranfi the Caspian basin has also to be taken intouatc

Being a part of South Caucasus, Azerbaijan ultilpatea part of the geopolitical area where regiona
powers such as Russia, Turkey and Iran have tlinanic and political interests. After reestablighiits
independence Azerbaijan found itself in very cowgtied geopolitical regional framework. Engaged hie t
international armed conflict, Azerbaijan’s fate daged a lot on its larger neighbors named aboweeisas on
the handling of the armed conflict with Armenia.€eMoreign policy towards each of these states ttsokghtful
part in shaping Azerbaijani state to its presennfo

Presently the number one strategic partner for Baigan is undoubtedly Turkey. Turkish-Azerbaijani
relations have thrived since Turkey have recognimdly independent Azerbaijan in 1991 and wass §itate
to do so. Turkey and Azerbaijan are currently Ishksith projects that span political, military, econic,
cultural and social spheres, while ties betweerplesoof these two states can be described only&@yotion
that is in the core of foreign policy of Azerbaijtowards Turkey: “One nation, two states”. Energgpmeration
in Azerbaijan-Turkey relations is essential. Twpglines that deliver oil and gas are linking Azédrawith
Turkey via Georgia. Thus, Turkey plays an essemtid in transit of hydrocarbons from the Caspiawards
European markets. Ties in energy cooperation arelase, that experts point out that they are moviom
classical “low politics” relations to “high polit&.[1, p. 83] Supremacy of the energy cooperatiomelations
with Turkey can be challenged only by relationsniilitary field. Taking into account that Turkey aftthe
inception of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict has etbsts border with Armenia, supporting Azerbaijan i
establishing semi-blockade of the aggressor-sitateas inevitable that Turkey would be interestedassisting
Azerbaijan in bolstering its military capacity. Tusands of Azerbaijani military officers and non-cuissioned
officers have acquired their military educationTiarkey. Being a NATO member, Turkey assists Azg&pain
the development of its armed forces to the higb&stdards promoted by the Alliance, thus creatavgifable
atmosphere for Azerbaijan’s relations with NATO.

At the same time, linked so close with Georgiahtsitites of Azerbaijan and Turkey are interestetien
development of regional projects and maintenancenefgy security in the region. It is worth mentianthat
the interests of Turkey to become the regional g@néub are largely supported in Azerbaijan. Engrmjects
and close cooperation in developing economy-frigraiergy policies are the trademarks of Azerbaijarkey
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relations. Azerbaijan is also providing Turkey witte link to Central Asia, to which the ethnic Tsitkre linked
both culturally and historically. As Azerbaijan raims a part of post-Soviet space it can bettefit@ig such
cooperation. In addition to security issues Azgdmis dedicated to support Turkey in its fight lwiPKK
terrorists, which is one of the highest policy geim Turkish national security agenda.

Largest Azerbaijan’s neighbor Russia on the otlardhcan be considered a success story if one would
look at the transformation of bilateral relatioreteen states from negative (some might even tefdrem as
hostile) in 1990-s to the firm strategic partnepsthiat started forming in the beginning of 2000A&er the
dissolution of the Soviet Union most of the postdiSbspace experienced some period of mutual nsstnd
concern in relations with Russia. For Azerbaijdme experience of the active phase of Nagorno-K&taba
conflict with Armenia have resulted in number adrsbtypes that made it difficult for the prompt aftective
developments in bilateral relations. On the othand) Russia’s foreign policy orientation in 199@+8s not
helpful as well, and ultimately led to a very lomgrm-up in reaching of mutual understanding betwien
states. However, positive changes in Russia’s dar@olicy orientation in the beginning of 2000-snpthined
with the increased numbers of high-level mutuaityvi©iave marked a new level of bilateral relati@ml
cooperation that brought several agreements betwtsas establishing and then reaffirming friendsdind
strategic partnership [2, c. 9].

Bilateral relations of Azerbaijan with Russia prmade include variety of spheres including close
cooperation in economic and military areas. Azgdpaiis number one trade partner for Russia in South
Caucasus and the direct investment of Russia tab&ian has grown almost seventeen times compared t
1990-s. In its own turn Russia is number one ti@akener for Azerbaijan in non-oil sector. Militacpoperation
between countries includes not only educationalteaiding areas, but also arms trade and militaayntenance.
Regional security is another point on bilateralratgeof these states, where close cooperation bf dmintries’
security and police forces contribute to the maiatee of safe regional environment. There is alssec
cooperation in the Caspian Sea basin issues. Afterbaijan and Russia were able to come to agretsnoen
their respective sectors of the basin in 2002-2808. 133], the barriers for the effective parstep in this area
were essentially lifted.

Generally, Azerbaijan’s foreign policy toward Russeflects its dedication towards development ef th
strategic partnership both in matters of politi@atl economic relations as well as in matters ofdnitarian and
cultural cooperation. Azerbaijan remains in the Gmnwealth of Independent States (CIS), howeverowith
furthering the integration in its extending formagt the least due to the membership of Armenithénsame
organization. At the same time Azerbaijan’s stameehe integration projects promoted by Russia Ghstoms
Union, the Eurasian Union, etc.) remains neutrhlsTs due to the balanced approach that Azerbaiaimtains
in its foreign policy and at the same time the fosiof Russia in the resolution of the Nagorno-#eakh
conflict (military-political union with Armenia).

Foreign relations of Azerbaijan with Iran are ampticated as the current situation around Iran'slear
program. Since the independence was reestablighefzeérbaijan, its relations with Islamic neighboavi
always maintained a certain level of tension, whicinerved both states that have a lot of commawordyisind
culture. However, both Azerbaijan and Iran have enaghsiderable efforts to overcome such tensiodscame
up with common points of understanding and coopmraand in certain cases, such as cultural andetrad
relations, have even made certain success.

Nonetheless, it has to be taken into account thetetis a large minority (at least 16% of the total
population) [4] of Azerbaijani ethnic origin livinop Iran that is of constant concern to the Iraniagime that
sees Azerbaijan as possible kin-state and feaeratgis’ movements that might arise in its nomhgrovinces
closest to Azerbaijan. The fact that Azerbaijaedrio distance itself from such notions, seemstodtave
reassuring effect on Iran. From the other hand laeddzerbaijan is very concerned with the Iran rigyito
exercise its influence among the religious partsAaérbaijani population through application of gédius
expansion and teachings among Shia Muslim groupat Kind of behavior is naturally treated with Sagm
and considered “shadowed” threat in Azerbaijany\dose and strategically “warm” relations betwéem and
Armenia are not helping for confidence building azabperation with Azerbaijan either, as Azerbaiferas
them a direct assistance to the aggressor-statxeTiti a certain level of the reciprocity in thétatle coming
from Iran, as its regime is very concerned with ¢hese cooperation of Azerbaijan with West, namég§, EU,
NATO and Israel. The differences between two statesalso not yet settled in the Caspian basin,tdube
lack of agreement on where their respective naveldrs lie.

At the same time it has to be taken into accouait despite all the tensions in the bilateral refaiwith
Iran, Azerbaijan was trying its best to maintaie fositive level of cooperation and good neighlmprit has
taken constructive approach in the Caspian Ses,te¢knained the only one of Iran’s neighbors nétdrahe
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rising tension around that country’s behavior aetinational level and tried to provide numerousiesssces that
Azerbaijan’s territory would never be used agalret, such as non-aggression pact of 2005 [5]. Hewefor
Azerbaijan principles of building the bilateral agbns with Iran were always equality, construstmi and
reciprocity. These notions were probably misundedt in Iran as the response to the Azerbaijani
rapprochement was clearly illustrated in the fipsirt of 2012, when aforementioned concerns of hawne
probably capitalized and “...prompted Tehran to startinformation war against Azerbaijan in its media
following attempts to assassinate Israelis on therBaijani soil by specially trained armed groufis”p. 116].

As a result, bilateral relations remain “chilly”.

Meanwhile, the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict remaine ttumber one topic on the foreign policy and
security agenda of Azerbaijan (and South Caucasgi®m as a whole) and the gaping wound on Azenbiaija
nation. As a result of Armenian aggression durhmgdctive stage of hostilities in 1991-1994 forreegritory of
Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast’ as well asrosiesen regions of Azerbaijan remain under occopati
Presently, aggressor-state maintains “puppet” region the occupied territories that financially and
administratively depend on Armenia, while promotihg international recognition of so-called “thegdano-
Karbakh Republic” that Armenia itself fails to regoze for obvious reasons. Not a single stateenwbrld have
recognized that illegal entity, while Azerbaijamésritorial integrity is universally recognized fac

In 1993 UN Security Council have adopted four reSohs (822, 853, 874, 884) [7] that demanded
unconditional withdrawal of occupying forces fronmzekbaijan, however none of these resolutions were
implemented or enforced. Moreover, both ParliangntAssembly of Council of Europe and European
Parliament have adopted respective resolutions ¢hatlemn the occupation of Azerbaijani territor[8%
however their adoption did not lead to any sanstias well. The peace process and negotiationsiedhflict
are led by the Minsk Group established under ttepigas of CSCE (presently OSCE) in 1994, afterctese
fire-agreement was reached between Azerbaijan amdeiia. In 1997 the “triple” co-chairmanship was
introduced in the format of Minsk Group includingu$®ia, France and US [9, p. 22-23]. Until today th
mediation of Minsk Group has led to no crucial fssand no resolution of the conflict was reached.

Through all the stages of the conflict Azerbaijas ladopted a constructive and pragmatic stancheon t
peace talks and negotiations. Azerbaijan even chosdo use its right to self-defense provided by UN
Charter Article 51 in favor of peaceful resolutioiithe conflict. That said, Azerbaijan made all dmnpromises
possible in the boundaries set by the Minsk Graugorm of two of the principles of internationalwa—
territorial integrity of states and right of peopl® self-determination. Azerbaijan proposes thgest possible
autonomous status for Nagorno-Karabakh in AzerbaijBasically, demanding more concessions from
Azerbaijan means the breach of the principles &steda by the international community and adoptedtie
peace process. However, Armenian side is not ré@dgompromise and demonstrates that it has noestén
relinquishing its control over occupied territoriespecially when emboldened by the military-poditiunion
with Russia.

Azerbaijan on the other hand is in difficult pasitias the Minsk Group format generally puts Azganai-
victim-state — to the same status in negotiatiandranenia — aggressor-state. For Azerbaijan itss gery hard
to convince Co-chairs of Minsk Group to apply amggsure to Armenia and force it to compromise aseh
states are the ones with the largest Armenian DBiaspin the world. Such Diasporas are able to émfte the
decision-making in their countries very effectivetljus hampering the will of the respective statefacilitate
prompt resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Nonetheless, Azerbaijan is dedicated to buildimgrgf economy and becoming the South Caucasian
transportation hub attractive to foreign investmenmhile maintaining its active efforts to solve thenflict
peacefully.
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AS A DETERMINANT
OF THE SUSTAINABLE WASTE MANAGEMENT

MATEUSZ JAKUBIAK
AGH University of Science and Technology in KrakowPoland

The aim of the article is to show the link betwemwm-education and sustainable municipal waste
management. Ecological education in Poland, esplgciaformal, is a relatively new issue. Its intéres
development is caused by Polish accession to tihepEan Union, rising ecological awareness of citizeand
the development of new, active non-governmentarozgtions.

The concept of anthropogenic homeostasis descrédd@sons between man and nature. It points out tha
in the second half of the XX century human civiliga began the stage of “total exploitation of the
environment”. Global interference within the biospd and the disappearance of the last enclavdgafatural
environment are characteristic for this stage Pldpulation growth and the rapid technological amtlstrial
progress caused disappearance of areas free frermflnence of human activity on Earth. Socio-eaoiw
aspects as well as political systems largely deteriuman intervention in the natural environmé&tionomists
like Adam Smith, David Ricardo and Tomas Malthusdzhtheir considerations on the strong interactimins
social, ethical and environmental issues. Adam Bmiibte in 1776 in his book "An Inquiry into the Mee and
Causes of the Wealth of Nations" that what bringedfits to the majority cannot be a problem foreosh He
emphasized the importance of natural resourcesamaion good that should be protected [2].

Economics, sociology, natural and technical scienflem the theoretical basis for environmental
protection and sustainable development. Variousx@tic disciplines approach the sustainable devedopm
natural capital, sustainability and valuation o thnvironmental and ecological services in a diffierways.
Despite this, the mutual support of various disogs of economics and benchmarking produces systargi
effects [3]. Unfortunately, even with the full caaration of specialists from many fields and highikability of
data about the deteriorating state of the environintbe degradation process is hard to be stoppedntermit
this process, it is necessary to raise the enviemtah awareness of residents of industrialized sarBaising
environmental awareness is an important mechanismnvironmental management. It allows to implement
effectively the concept of sustainable developnirgensitizing the society on environmental issiiéss effect
is obtainable only with an extraordinary focus owieonmental education. The task of eco-educasamoit only
to provide knowledge, but also to shape the a#sudf environment-friendly society. Therefore, irags
environmental awareness is extremely important faotiong the younger generation, as well as adutts: E
education is especially important among politicatl asocial decision makers. The National Environmakent
Education Strategy proposes to treat environmesdiaication as an integral part of the whole eduoatio
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